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e-OSTON  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY 
OmCE  Of  THE  DIRECTOR 

November  22»    197! 


1 


robetrt   kchwey;)   director 
Boston  Re-Developkent 
Hew  CjTV  Haul 
BosTOMj  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.   Kenuey: 

The  Allston-Br iqhton  Community  Development  Corporatiom  is  a  non- 
profit ORGAN  IZAT  I0^^  ORGAK'IZED  TOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  IMPROVING  HOUSING 
AMD  THE  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT  {M  THE  AllSTON-Br i CHTON  AREA. 

As  PRESIDENT  OF  THIS  CORPORATION;  I  WISH  TO  ADVISE  YOU  THAT  OUR 
ENT5RE  MEMBERSHIP  VOTED  THAT  THE  LAND  SITE  AT  COREY  AND  WASHINGTON  STREETS 
WAS  THE  BEST  ALL  AROUND  SITE  FULFILLING  ALL  THE  CRITERIA  LISTED  FOR  THE 
EVALUATION  OF  SITES  FOR  ELDERLY  HOUSING. 

We  are  COUNTING  ON  YOl^  ASS i STANCE  TO  US  AND  TO  THE  BoSTON  HOUSING 

Authority  to  kelp  develop  this  vitally  needed  elderly  housing  in  Brighton. 

VeHiY    truly    YOURS; 


] 


~1 


Gertrude  K.  Weiner 

President 

Allston-Brsghton  Community  Development  Cori 


GK\Vjfk 
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SENira    CITIZENS  GROUP 

OF 

KADIMAH-TO^AS   FfOSHE 
113  Washington  Street,    Brighton,    Mass.    02135 


February  2,  1972 


Robert  T.  Kenney 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

City  Hall  Square 

Boston,  f-iass.  02201 


Dear  Mr .  Kenney; 

In  the  name  of  the  300  members  of  our  Senior  Citizens  Group, 
who  meet  weekly  in  the  vicinity  of  .the  projected  housing  de- 
velopment, on  Washington  Street  and  Corey  Road,  Brighton,  we 
hereby  ask  that  you  put  your  entire  support  behind  this  program. 

Elderly  Housing  is  sorely  needed  in  this  area  as  many  of  our  own 
Eembers  are  living  in  houses  that  are  sub-standard. 

We  hope  that  you  will  make  it  possible  for  this  housing  to  be 
constructed. 


Very  truly  yours. 


Abraham  Kalis  Louis  Wiseman 

Vice-President  President 


David  Rabinovitz 
Treasurer 


Bus.criRr'. 'iL'.'  'i-:  t  ••JiiUrtiiY 

CmCE  OF  THE  DiliECTOR 
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M  Planning  Action  CounGil,  Inc. 


I 


ij^    ii^^ii^u    v.^^..^..,    c.v,.  ,     ^  1^3    Harvard    Avenue 

Adston.    M.iss.    02    M 
783  -  MS? 


April   18,    1972 


mmmi 


Robert  T.  Kenney,  Director  p^ 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  ^ 

Boston  City  Hall  •       APR  2  0  1572 

Boston,  Massachusetts  .  • 

Dear  Mr.    Kenney;.      "  •    '  BOSTON  REDEVELOPMENT  AUTHORITY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  DIRECTOR 
The  Alls ton-Brighton  Area  Planning  Action  Council  is  the 
official  anti-poverty  agency  in  the  Allston-Brighton  section  of 
Boston.   One  of  our  chief  endeavors  is  to  attempt  to  better  the 
iivlihood  of  our  elderly  people.   According  to  census  data,  there 
are  approximately  10,000  senior  citizens  living  in  this  -area, 
many  of  '.rhom  struggle  just  to  provide  themselves  v;ith  ^he  basic 
necessities  of  life. 

Adequate  htjusing  is  a  problem  for  most  everyone,  but  most 
especially  for  the  elderly  who  are  living  on  fixed  incomes. 
Rents  in  Allston-Brighton  have  risen  to  astronomical  proportions 
and  those  elderly  whose  income  is  Social  Security  or  Old  Age 
Assistance  can*t  compete  in  the  housing  market. 

We  wholeheartedly  support  the  proposal  of  the  Project  Area 
Committee  to  have  housing  built  at  the  corner  of  Washington  and 
Corey  Streets. 

We  encourage  you  and  the  BRA  to  do  everything  you  possibly 
can  to  provide  this  housing. 


•  Sincerely, 


V- 


George;  Boylen,  Chairman 
Board  of  Directors 
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Planning- Action  Councii,-  Inc. 


.  D  !AJl^ 


■ia^ 


143    Harvard    Avenue 

Allston.    Mass.    02134 

783  -  1485 


APR2  0'i972 


Apr5-1   18,    1972 


Robert 
Boston 
Boston 
Boston 


.     '  RQ<^TONREDE\'ELOPf/,ENT  AUTHORITY 

T.    Kenney,    DireCt^i^lC^  OF  THE  DIRECTOR 
Redevelopment   Authority 
City  Hall 
,    Massacliusetts 


Dear  Mr.    Kenney: 

As  Senior  Services  and  Opportunities  Program  Coordinator  for 
the  Allston-Brighton  APAC,  I  endorse  the  proposal  submitted  to 
the  BRA  by  the  Project  Area  Committee  for  elderly  housing  at 
Washington  and  Corey  Streets.  ■ 

I  work  very  closely  vjith  the  twelve  senior  citizens _ organi- 
zations which  represent  approximately  one  thousand  elderly 
Allston-Brighton  residents  and  I  realize  whata  problem  it  is  to 
obtain  adequate  low  cost  housing  in  this  section, 

The  present  housing  crisis  is  forcing  elderly  wiio  are  living 

on  a  meager  income  to  spend  far  too  much  just  to  have  a  place  to 

live.   Most  of  the  elderly  have  no  desire  to  leave  the  AlJiton- 

Brighton  community  and  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should. 

I  hope  that  you  will  do  everything  within  your  power  to  get 
housing  built  as  soon  as  possible. 


Respectfully, 


i'LC^' 


.-^LC-C  /K. 


Edith  Stein 
Senior  Coordinator 
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community    dcvclonmcnl    iliroiich    comrtvjniiy   p.iriici|i.Uion 


a\  •  /' 


Septeinbcr  29.    1972 


Mr.  Joseph  Siuith  .  ...■"."i. 

70  Athol  Street  '       _  .  .        ■       -- 

AUstoa,  riassachusctts 

Dear  Joe:  '  : 

As  yo\i  ri"'xzs,toi ,   attached  is  a  letter  ^J.■or^   tho  Briltir^iore  Development 
Cori.pany  outlining  their  proposal  for  tlie  Corey  Road  site. 

Certainly  the  letter  raises  a  lot  of  questions  which  have  to  be  answered, 
includiiig  v/hat  relationship  the  developr^ont  fin?,  intends  to  establish  with 
the  Allston/Di-i;;htoii  con-unity .   '/hilc  it  is  preniaturo  to  i?.ako  any,  definitive 
state:.;cnts  about  t!ic  proposal,  it  is  potentially  an  alternative  r.ethod  of 
attaining  'Turjihe/"  housing  on  tliat  site. 

I  win  keep  you  advised  of  any  dcvelopT.ient  on  this  matter.         - 

Sincerely, 


Robert  F.   h'alsh 

Director,   Conr.jnity  Development 

fc 

attachnent- ---•- 

cc:     Robert  T.   Kenney 
L.   J:off 


BRIGlIT0A^-'/iLLCT0/7    PROJECT   AREA    COyj-'ITTEE 


Vir,    Robert  T.    Kenney,    Director 
Boston   Redevelopment  Autho.rity 
New   City  Hall,    Room   900 
One   City  Hall    Square 
Boston,    Massachusetts      02201 

-Dear  I>ir.    Kenney: 


DeceiTiber   19,    1972 

/'.'  :■!■::■■■■  jiw^yr^rr'^, 

.......  "^ 

L-k/O/ui;  h-  ■,•■■•;■'■■■., - 

■■■■■  •     *"- ''-'-u'a? 


Please  be  informe.d  that  the  Brighton-Allston  Project  Area  Committee 
has  been  meeting  regularly  with  staff  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  and  vigorously  supports  Urban  Renev;al  Plan  Number  401, 
calling  for  the  construction  of  elderly  housing  on  a  site  located 
at  tlie  corner  of  Corey  Road  and  Washington  Street  in  Brighton. 

The  desperate  need  for  svich  housing  is  obvious/  The.  site  is 
unusually  suitable  and  the  rencv:al  plan  is  most  compatible  v.'ith 
the  immediate  neighborhood.  .  ■   .•       ' 

Be  assured  of  very  significant  supx^ort  for  this  plan  and  our  concern 
that  it  receive  to^^  priority.  .• 


Sincerely, 


Rabbi  Abraham  I.    Halbfinger 
Co-Chairmen 


JMS/ei 


cc    Robert  L.  Farrcll,  Chairman 

Boston  Redevelopment  Autliority 


'i 

brigiito:t-allsto:]  project  area  comi-iittee 


Dear  Sir:  •  .       • 

Please  find  enclosed  a  statement  on  behalf  of  the 
Brighton-Allston  Project  Area  Committee  voted  on  by  our 
group  December  7,  1972.       '  ■   " 

Be  assured  of  our  deep  concern  in  seeing  suitable 
elderly  housing  constructed  on  this  site. 

If  we  can  be  of  any  further  assistance,  or  if  new 
developments  occur,  please  contact  either: 

Joseph  M.  Smith,  357-6000,  Extension  338  or 
Rabbi  Abraham  I.  Halbfinger,  254-1333 

Sincerely, 


JMS/oi 


fUgg 


BRIGIITOM-ALLSTO^-J  PROJECT  AREA  COMMITTEE 


The  Brightcn-Allstor/- Project.  Area  Cor.\T,ittee  for  the  developiriGnt 
of  elderly  housing  on  a  site  located  at  the  corner  of  V7ashington 
Street  and  Corey  Road  in  Brighton,  co;nplctely  rejects  the  proposal 
by  Urban  Develop:nent  Corporation  of  Baltiip.ore,  Maryland^  to 
construct  420  units  of  liousing  on  this  site.   This  action  was  voted 
by  the  Project  A.rca  Corr^nittee  at  a  meeting  held  December  7,    1972,  of 
the  Project  7irea  Corrjnittee  follov;ing  a  presentation  by  the  Boston 
Redevelopment  A.uthority. 

Objections  to  this  proposal  include  density,  height,, open  space  and 
general  design.   The  Committee  further  objects  on  th6  grounds  that 
there  has  been  no  significant  participation  by  the  community  in  the 
planning  process.  .  

The  Project  Area  Committee  does  vigorously  support  the  Neighborhood 
Development  Program  (Number  101)  application  and  proposal  being 
submitted  by  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  and  urges  responsible 
officials  in  lieu  of  the  present  speculation  for  this  site  to  give 
this  proposal  top  priority. 

The  Project  Area  Comumittee  would  be  anxious  to  meet  with  the  Urban 
Development  Corporation,  if  this  firm  were  willing  to  consider  a 
plan  comparable  to  the  Neighborhood  Development  Proposal* 


M  T/73 


Joseph  Smith 

70  Atliol  Straet 

Allston,  I'.assachusetts      02134 

Dear  fir.  S:r,1th; 

In  respons2  to  your  rcccnt  Inquiry  concerning  tho  status  of  the  proposed 
residential  developinant  at  Union  Squaro  Allstonj  !'acG  1,'ennlger^and 
Lctrry  Koff  of  ny  staff  net  this  v.'Gck  with  land  cv/ncr  GsoroG  Anthony „ 
his  attorneys  and  Ed  Kennedy.  lAr.   Anthony  indicated  that  he  has  no 
firni  plans  to  move  with  the  development  at  Union  Square  at  this  tir^. 
The  purpose  of  his  rnceting  v/ith  the  BliA  staff  nov,'  vas  to  discuss  again 
BIol's  attitude  tov.'srds  the  possible  develcprricnt  of  tin's  site  for  elderly 
housing.  '  •  ' 

The  staff's  response  to  this  type  of  dsvolopmsnt  was  rare  encouraging  this 
time  than  it  had  been  previously,  because  Mr.-  Anthony  has  purchased  an 
additional  parcel  of  land  at  19  '!orth  Beacon  Street.  This  parcel  provides 
more  frontage,  v;hich  wo  feel  is  of  prine  inportance  if  this  site  1$  to  be 
developed  properly.  The  staff  indicated  to  Mr.  Anthony,  hcwovcr,  that 
ecquis'itio"  of 'the  stores  fronting  on  Union  Square  v/nuld  round  out  the  site 
and  provide  the  best  opportunity  for  new  development. 

The  developers  will  return  to  the  BRA  after  they  have  explored  the  possibility 
of  purchasing  the  stores  on  Union  Square  and  have  completed  some  preliminary 
design  v.'ork»  At  that  time  v;o  vnll  require  the  developers  to  meet  vnth  the 
Allston  Civic  Association  to  discuss  their  proposals.  r.eanv;h1le,  I  trust 
that  you  and  Larry  Koff  uill  be  in  close  touch  with' each  other  on  this 
matter. 

Sincerely  yours, 

Robert  T.  Kenney 

RTK/bd/Ci/8  •   "     ' 


'.  MINUTES  OF  MEETING 

COMKONVIEALTH  AVENUE  -  (FROM  LAKE  STREET  TO  BRinHTON  AVENUE) 

NOVEMBER  27,  1972 


Persons  in  Attendance; 

William  T.  Noonan,  Corr.missioner 

Robert  Druir.mond 

Daniel  Reisncr 

Rocco  Mancini 

Gultekan  Sultan 

Herman  Weinberg 

John  Halt 

Jack  Reid 

Roberta  Krakov 

Joe  Smith 

John  Hogan 

Phylis  Stone 

Max  Lefkov/ith 

Gertrude  Weiner 

Louis  Wisenan 

Barbara  Mackie 

Fred  Maloney 

Phil  Caruso 


Boston  Traffic  and  Parking  Deoartrsnt 

Boston  Traffic  and  Parkinq  Denartment 

Tippetts-Abbett-McCarthv-Stratton 

Tippetts-Abbett-McCarthy-Stratton 

Tippetts-Abbett-McCarthy-Stratton 

Tippetts-Abbett-McCarthy-Stratton 

Tippetts-Abbett-McCarthy-Stratton 

Allston  Little  City  Hall 

Private  Housing  Tenent  Council 

Allston  Civic  Association 

Oak  Square  Civic  Association 

Action  for  Boston  Community  Develooment 

Allston  Board  of  Trade 

Allston  CDC 

Senior  Citizen  Groups 

Allston  Newspaper 

Brighton-Newton  National  Transit  Communi' 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 


A.  INTRODUCTION  ;  ■  ■■    .       •      " 

A  five  minute  introduction  about  the  Commonwealth  Avenue  TOPICS  Program  was  given 
by  Boston  Traffic  Com,missioner  Noonan.  He  indicated  that  the  TOPICS  Program  will 
provide  for  basically  both  signal  improvements  and  modifications  along  Comm.onwealth 
Avenue.  He  also  stated  that  these  improvements  have  been  provided  in  three 
alternative  plans  for  Com.monwealth  Avenue  and  would  be  presented  by  Mr.  Rocco  Mancini 
representing  Tippetts-Abbett-McCarthy-Stratton  who  is  the  Consultant  em.ployed  by  the 
Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Works  for  this  project. 

B.  CONTEXT 

Mr.  Mancini  first  introduced  the  members  of  Tippetts-Abbett-McCnrthy-Stratton 
(TAMS)  and  all  other  rcpresentives  of  City  agencies  not  previously  introduced.  He 
then  stated  that  while  developing  the  "proposed  alternatives  TAMS  has  made  it  a  point  to 

-establish  and  maintain  close  coordination  with  all  city  and  state  agencies  involved 
in-  this  project.  Ho  then  presented  the  3  alternatives. 

■   •'  Alternative  ■■'1 


t!r>  it^fiir.ifr.fi  th.Tt  y.fiih  thi''.  nl j-prnn ti vp  the  configuration  of  the  existing 


Minutes  .of  Meeting  ^  ^^^^  2 

Com:flonv;eaTth  Avenue  wiVl   remain  basically  the.'same  v/ith  the  primary  objective  of 
improving  all   intersections  and  sections  of  roadv.'ays  by  the  installation  of  a  centrally 
controlled  traffic  signal   system.     Mo  right-of-v/ay  acquisition  would  be  reouired 
with  this  alternative.     Other  considerations  would  be  the  provision  of  left  turn 
storage  lanes  where  possible  and  minor  MBTA  improvements.     There  would  be  no  tree 
relocations  and  the  existing  number  of  on-street  parking  spaces   (550)  would  remain  the 

same. 

Alternative  ^Z 
•.  With  this  alternative  there  would  be  no  change;  on  the  south  side  of  the  roadway 
system  and  there  would-be  only  minor  reconstruction  on  the  north  side.  The  MBTA 
reservation  would  be  widened  from  20'  to  40'  and  its  relocation  would  be  implemented  at 
certain  points.  The  implementation  of  this  improvement  would  enable  the  construction 
of  adequate  loading  platform.s  and  enhance  the  desirability  to  construct  fAr  sided 

trolley  stops. 

The  existing  5'  island  v/ould  be  removed  and  three  lanes  would  be  provided  for   ^_ 
inbound  traffic  along  with  the  provision  of  left-turn  storage  lanes  where-ever  needed. 
This  improvement  would  both  help  simplify  the  type  of  traffic  co'ntrol  system  needed 
and  would  eliminate  the  necessity  of  crossing  more  than  one  roadway  at  a  time. 

It  was  also  stated  that  this  alternative  would  require  a  minimum  num.ber  of  tree 
relocations  and  would  provide  525  on-street  parking  spaces.   .. 
Alternative  -^3 

This  alternative  would  encompass  a  symmetrical  design  plan.  The  MBTA  reservation 
would  be  .l-ocatcd  in  the  center  of  Com.monwealth  Avenue  and  there  would  be  equal  roadwavs 
on  both  sides  of  the  MBTA  reservation.  The  existing  service  roads  would  be  kept  with 
•  five  foot  islands  and  equal  sidewalks""  provided  on  both  sides  of  Com,monwealth  Avenue. 

However  the  disadvantages  of  this  alternative  would  be  that  it  would  require  the 
maximum  number  of  land  takings  and  the  maximum  number  of  tree  relocations.  It's 
'  advantac.es  would  be  that  it  would  provide  for  G93  on-street  parking  spaces,  do  the 


pedestrian  safety  construction  of  adequate  MBTA  loading  platforas.  It  v/as  also 
noted  that  163  trees  would  be  included  in  the  final  design  of  this  alternative. 
C.  QUESTIC.'iS,  AflSl.'ERS  A^ID  C0,".:',E[;TS       '    ■  ■  '   ■ 

ComiTiGnt  (Max  Lefkowith)  the  business  men' of  this  area  are  primarily  concerned 
vn'th  obtaining  a  maximum  number  of  parking  spaces  and  safety. 

Question  (I'lax  Lefkowith)  v.jhich  plan  do  you  prefer? 

Ansv/er  (Rocco  Mancini)  VJe  prefer  alternative  ^3  with  respect  to  traffic  control, 
•safety  and  all  other  aspects.  With  this  plan  we  also  have  the  possibility  of  planting 
trees  along  the  relocated  MBTA  reservation.  It  should  also  be  noted  that  the  DPW 
is  ready  to  help  replace  whatever  on-street  parking  spaces  are  lost  as  a  result  of  this 
project.  They  will  do  this  regardless  which  alternative  is  choosen. 

Comment  (Commissioner  Noonan)  On  this  project  the  Massachusetts  Department 
of  Public  Works  will  not  make- any  decisions  without  the  City's  approval. 

Question  (Joe  Smith)  As  a  result  of  this  project  how  will  Allston  and  other 
adjacent  areas  be  affected  with  regards  to  safety?  Acoustically  wouldn't  it  be  more 
desireable  to  locate  new  trees  on  sidev/alks  rather  tha.n  along  the  center  of  the  road- 
way? •  ■  ■  . 

Answer  (Rocco  Mancini)  Safety  would  be  maintained  in  all  adjacent  areas.  Although 
I  do  not  claim  to  be  an  acoustics  expert  certain  alternatives  should  improve  acoustics 
through  the  improvements  implemented  in  them.  For  instance  alternative  v3   provides  for 
a  new  MBTA  rail  installation  which  should  be  much  quieter  than  the  existing  one. 

Question  (Max  Lefkowith)  What  about  pedestrian  overpasses? 

Answer  (Commissioner  Noonan)  Pedestrian  overpasses  have  not  proven  to  be  very 
successful.  You  have  to  force  people  to  use  them  by  the  means  of  median  fences  and 
other  devices  which  would  funnel  pedestrians  to  the  overpass.  Also  with  a  pedestrian 
overpass  both  a  stairway  and  a  ramp  must  be  supplied.  I  seriously  doubt  that  there 
is.  adequate  right-of-way  on  Commonweal  tli  Avenue  to  do  this.  A  good  signal  ization 
system  will  accomplish  the  sair.e. 

Question  (John  Hogan)  Certain  areas  presently  have  p.v;.;  benches  mostly  utilized 
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by  elderly  Dcrsons  living  in  the  in'.rriediate  area.  Doesn't  alternative  three  take 
these  benches  away? 

Answer  (Rocco  Mancini)  Under  Alternative  ??3  areas  designated  for  parking  space 
can  be  utilized  for  the  installation  of  benches  if  so  desired  by  the  community. 

Question  -  Presently  CoiTimonwealth  Avenue  undergoes  much  flooding  during  heavy 
raining  periods.  Will  catch  basins  be  redesigned  where  necessary? 

Answer  (Rocco  Mancini)  In  alternative  §3   this  can  and  will  be  do.  In  alternative 
^2  only  the  north  side  could  be  considered. 

In  alternative  ;^1  this  type  of  improvement  would  be  very  limited. 

Question  (Barbara  Mackie)  How  long  v/ould  it  take  to  build  Alternative  -53? 

Answer  (R.  Mancini)  It  v;ould  take  at  least  two  construction  seasons  since  it 
will  not  be  able  to  close  Commonwealth  Avenue  at  any  time. 

Question  (John  Hogan)  How  large  will  the  installed  trees  be? 

Ansv/er  (R.  Mancini)  Since  the  MBTA  has  agreed  to  install  4"  diameter  trees^at 
present  I  see  no  reason  why  they  shouldn't  be  at  least  4"  in  diameter. 

Question  (Joe  Smith)  How  can  the  community  establish  coordination  with  the  various 
involved  agencies?         ;  '  ■.        .  .'  . 

Answer  (R.  Mancini)  As  each  phase  is  introduced  all  efforts  will  be  expended 
to  make  the  community  av;are  of  what  is  happening. 

Comment  (Commissioner  Noonan)  If  we  are  informed  of  any  problems  or  requests 
through  respective  little  City  Hall  representatives  I  will  see  to  it  that  these 
problems  and  requests  are  transmitted  to  the  proper  agencies. 

Comment  (Daniel  Reisner)  Under  TOPICS  unless  the  City's  approval  is  received 
p»X)gress  wilT'be  terminated. 

Question  (Barbara  Mackie)  How  will  Commonwealth  Avenue  look  aesthetically  when 
it  is  completed.?  .    ■  ■ 

Ans\,'Gr  (R.  Mancini)  It  will  look  basically  similar  to  certain  sections  of  Bencon 
Street  in  Brooklii^c  and  fiewton. 

Question  (Com::'.issioner  Iloonan)  Can  we  reproduce  all  of  the  drawings  for  each 


rage  o 


alternative  on  a  block  by  block  basis  and  distribute  them  to  the  Little  City  Halls 
for  review  and/or  conr;:ents. 

Ansv;er  (R.  Mancini)  Yes  we  can  produce  theai  within  2-3  days. 

Questiorr  -Will- improved  lighting  be  porvideC  p>'/^  under  TOPICS? 

Answer  (Commissioner  Noonan)  TOPICS  will  pay  for  any  lighting  provided  but  the 
community  will  have  to  maintain-,  it. 

Question  (Joe  Smith)  How  many  lanes  will  be  open  during  construction? 

Ansv.'er  (P..  Mancini)  As  many  lanes  as  possible  will  be  open  during  construction. 

Comment  (Joe  Smith)  The  com.munity  will  need  close  supervision  doing  maintenance 
periods  in  order  that  access  remain  open.  ■  _  ■ 

Comment  (Com.missioner  Noonan)  I  agree  and  I  will  have  these  and  other 
considerations  noted  in  the  specifications  if  v/e  are  made  aware  of  them. 

Question  (Barbara  Mackie)  Which  comes  first  the  decision  on  which  alternative 
to  follow  or  the  details  for  each  alternative. 

Answer  (R.  Mancini)  First  we  would  like  to  receive  your  input  because  most  of 
the  com.ments  received  I  am  certain  will  apply  to  each  of  the  alternatives. 

Comment  (Daniel  Reisner)  One  alternative  has  to  be  selected,  before  design  can 
progress.  .      '  ■ 

Question  (Barbara  Mackie)  How  long  do  we  have  to  give  you  our  comments? 

Answer  (Commissioner  Noonan)  I  v/ould  like  your  inout  within  20  days. 
D.  CONCLUSIONS 

An  unofficial  vote  shown  by  a  show  of  hands  vi'as  taken  with  no  hands  shown  for 
alternatives  ■■I   and  ^!2   and  approximately  seven  hands  shown  in  favor  of  alternative  r3. 
It  was  also  mentioned  that  neither  TAMS  nor  any  other  agency  will  go  any  further  on 
this  project  until  the  requested  input  from  the  community  is  received. 

■-/^■^■/^    -^..^r-  ■ 

Phil ip  Caruso 
f'C/ng  •    _  ■  Transportation  Planning  Officer 
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Corey  Roci  res;dints  refusc'-d  a 
con  pron;:tJ  by  ]5r.)v^:iin:''  realtor 
Elic:  CanLer  that  \vcu!i  reduce  i::e 
mir;il;£:r  ofjiis  prcposcd  Ep::rln"i:r.;s 


frc 


25  to  22 


r:;: 


site,  on  ITo 


rpaces.  The  two-stor 

Corey  Rd.  at  \Ve:-;:)nurn3  Terrace,  is 

no-.v  zoned  for  tc;:  iipartments. 

Cinter,  area  rcsjcents,  and  civic 
and  political  leader.-^  met  at  Allston 
Little  City  Hall  last  Thursday,  hon- 
ing to  attain  a  ccnces'^ion.  The  resi- 
dei'ts,  oppos-.'d  to  any  new  apart- 
ments in  the  area  because  of  a  possi- 
ble increase  in  traffic  density,  would 
only  give  in  if  Canter  a^^ireed  to  erect 
the  ten  units,  which  would  be  within 
the  lav,-. 

V.'hen  the  Beverly  Road,  Krcok- 
lir.e,  realtor  told  the  gathering  that 
he  would  noi  s^sUio  for  ten.  ihv:^  ^roi.p 
rcspo;-^i^d  that  they  would  object  to 
any  apartment  construction  on  the 
site. 

Canter,  v.dio  has  owned  the  prop- 
erty for  tl'.irty  years,  appeared  be- 
fore the  City's  Board  of  Appeals  two 
motiths  ago  to  request  a  varianc 
whiich  would  increase  the  number  o.' 
mir.iniuni  epanrr.ents  to  2a,  arid 
.  firoviJe  off-street  parking.  His  crimi- 
nal request  also  /iskcd  that  the  parJc- 
■"inp"  for  the  residents  v;ould  be  in  a  lot 


he  ov,'ns  next  to  his  office  building  en 
167  Corey  Rd. 

Wh.ilo  Board  Chairman  John  J. 
Priestly  did  not  make  a  decision  on 
the  appeal,  he  requested  that  Center 
drav,-  up  a  new  offer  with  f'jwer 
apartments  and  a  '"better'"  parking 
plan.  His  second  drawings  he  pre- 
senti-d  at  LCH  last  week. 

Resident  parking,  according  to 
Canter,  would  consist  of  eleven  cars 
in  a  basement  garage,  v.dtn  on-site 
parking  for  the  remaii^der.  He  would 
add  a  third  floor  to  the  building 
which  would  contain  sis  efficiency 
apartm:cnts.  Tlie  first  two  levels 
would  house  eight  one-room  units., 
"My  goal  is  to  maintain  the  interior 
fram.ework"'.  Canter  told  the  gather- 
ing, '".-^ind  besides,  I  v.dil  ketp  my 
land  on  one  parcel."  H-""  added  th.-^t  if 
he  did  not  get  th^  variai.ce  lo  allo'.v  - 
for  niore  than  ten  units,  more  cars 
would  come  into  the  area  since  the 
site  is  also  zoned  for  business,  and 
he  would  continue  to  operate  it  as  a 
warehouse. 

Canter  also  called  tlic  parking  and 
traffic  problem  which  besets  the 
area  a  "police  problem",  and  dis- 
claimed any  responsibility  for  it.  He 
also  said  that  .he  .siiares  the  s^ame 

(Coijtinued  on  /'ci;.'!'  Sewn) 
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,  parking  prcblenis.  "The  answer  to 
:  p3r'f.ins  WP03  in  ihe  area  is  for  the 
'  poUcc  to  tow  the  cars  that  are  regis- 
:  tercd  in  Erookhiic  and  p:irk  in  Bos- 
:  ton."  he  remarked.  "Pt'ople  park 
around  my  buillins  too.  Ninety-nine 
i  per  cent  of  the  problems  that  these 
i  residents  encounter  are  my  prob- 
j   lems.  too." 

!       Mrs.  Maurice  Oven  of  255  Summit 

Ave,  the  main  spokesman  for  the 

AUslon  residents,  told  Canter  that 

construction   of   apartments  would 

magnify  the  traffic  dilemma  in  the 

:   area.  "We're  saddled  with,  a  prob- 

:   Icm  that  YOU  will  compound",  said 

j  Mrs.  Oven. 

:  Ms  Freida  ViTiite.  assistant  head- 
master at  the  Harriet  Baldwin 
School  on  Washington  St,  at  the  Bos- 
ton-Brookline  line,  noted  that  seri- 
ous accidents  tiave  happened  there 
in  the  past,  and  that  ■■(lids'  lives  are 
in  jeopardy". 

Officials  who  appeared  at  Little 
City  Hall  included  all  tii.'-ee  Allston- 
Brighton  state  representatives  - 
John  Melia,  Michael  Daly,  and 
Nonnan  Weinberg;  City  Councilor 
Albert  L.  O'Neil;  John  Coffey,  an 
intern  to  Councilor  Lav.rcnce  Di- 
Cara;  Alan  Sidd,  a  Brookline  Town 
Meeting  member  and  a  inembor  of 
:he  D'-mocralic  Sl;<ii  Committee 
from  Wards  4,  10,  and  2!;  and  Skip 
Scssling,  an  aide  to  Sen.  Jack  liack- 
man.  LCI!  Director  Joiin  Reid,  also 
present,  arranged  the  meeting.  ,  •'  --." 

Joseph  M.  Smith  represented  the 
AUston  Civic  Assn.  and  Sibley 
Smith,  a  EI\A  architect  assigned  to 
the.  case  by  Mayor  White,  was  also 
present.  Smith  is  ll.e  liai.s.ia  between 
the  BRA  Zoning  Dept.  and  the  Board 
of  Appeal?.  "By  talking  their  stand 
tonight",  BKA  man  Smith  said. 
"The  community  residents  have 
reinforced  thcirposilion." 
When  questioned  by  Rep.  Wein- 
jberg  about  the  recommendations  he 
Iwill  deliver  to  the  Appeals'  Board, 
i  Smith  said  that  he  would  have  to 
j  examine  further  th.e  existing  use  of 
the  building  in  its  relation  to  the 
icommunity.  and  the  results  of  Can- 
iter  restoring  the  builimg  and  up- 
! grading  his  profit.  Weinberg  also 
i  requesti-d  that  the  residents  hold 
;  another  meeting  before  architect 
ISniilh  reports  back  to  the  .Appeals 
i  Board. 

i  Hep.  Melia  asked  S-.hloy  Smith  to 
i  csl.ihlish  a  meeting  briween  tlie  res- 
:  Idents  and  Ihe  Board  if  Appeals  be- 
tore  any  decision  is  re.'.il-.iJ.  Smith 
i  said  that  he  would  convey  the  ailfer- 
I  cnt  wishes  of  the  ( iir>'n<  to  t'.oard  of 
'  Appeals  Chairir.anJel-.n  I'riestiy. 
•  ■  • 

I  Itrpresonting  the  Wcslbourne 
Trrr,u-o  Nei;;hboil'..M-i  Assn.  was 
Mrs.  ll.irothy  Kirn  '.y,  'Ihe  rro'jp. 
;  ri';i--i>!ing  of  re  i'l'-:-l  '-n  the  r.n^.'K- 
I  Ime.  side  of  We,ll.,.ni:i.'  'reiT.ue. 
I  cppo.^.'s  Ciiiter's  ..|.ii  liii'-nt  pl.m 
■     I  '■  •..,••,■.  li'  e  ll.e  .\U  .I.'ii  re-.idenK. 
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they  fear  an  increase  in  tralhr  and 
setback  to  the  appear.ince  of  '.: 
neighborhood.  Canier  f.wns  5.7 
square  feet  of  land  in  ri.'cjkhne.  . 
though  all  the  propo>ed  apartmcr 
are  on  the  Boston  suie. 

"Many  people  like  to  use  We' 
bourne  Terrace  as  a  short  cut 
Beacon  Street."  saui  Mrs.  Krimsk 
who  plans  to  ask  the  Brookiine  ^ 
lectmen  to  inaugurate  emergo.- 
parking  on  the  narnjw  roadway, 
would  slu)  like  very  much  to  s 
that  street  made  one  way.  Prese: 
ly.  when  two  cars  drive  simulta: 
ously  at  each  other,  one  must  p 
over  for  the  other  to  pass.  What  i 
don't  need  is  more  congestion 
Wcslbourne  Terrace.  '"She  add 
that  Boston  drivers  were  not  t 
only  auto  violators.  "I've  seen  mia 
Brookline  people  speed  Rl 
through",  she  told  the  audience. 

ACA  Chairman  Smith  said  :r 
public  safety  was  the  biggest  lac! 
in  the  issue,  and  added  that  mc 
autos  not  only  iunder  fire  and  sa: 
apparatus,  but  the  accident  possit. 
ity  increases.  "What  Siblev  Sm 
recommends  to  the  .Appeals  Boa 
may  not  mean  anythi.ig  because 
the  past  the  BRA  Zoning  Depa 
ment  has  made  recommendatii. 
that  have  been  ignored",  the  ci' 
leader  noted.  "We're  also  concern 
ahon;  the  way  the  city  has  be 
jaiaif.ing  people  into  Ailsion-I;,.; 
ton  recently.  I  don't  see  how  anyi. 
could  justify  a  compromise  that  s 
leaves  the  num'ucr  of  units  o\ 
twice  Ihe  number  established 
law.  In  this  neighborhood,  the  rt 
dents,  who  are  nonr.ally  quiet,  i 
now  screaming  and  yeiling.  " 

Henry  Krinsky  of  270  Corey  l- 
AUston.  accused  Canter  of  "thre 
ening  the  residents",  with  the  n 
proposal.  "You  come  in  and  wan; 
apartments."  he  said  to  Cant- 
"And  then  you  make  these  reir..i: 
that  if  we  are  againsl  it.  you  v 
bring  in  more  cars.  Dent  sit  h: 
and  tell  us  that  youro  part  of  r 
communitv." 

Councilor  O'Ncil  asked  the  re 
tor:  "Would  vou  soltic  for  ten  .,:■■:■ 
nients  -  which  is  the  current  zic.r 
"  Canter  replied  tli.a  it  was  nut  ;•■ 
sible  economically.  altlMug.'-, 
would  let  most  of  l^i>  rooms  to  > 
crlv  patrons.  '■!  '■■■'-''^  '  •'^'■'t  ^  '■ 
schedule  yet.  but  it  ".ulJ  pro;... 
be  J200.  w'lthn.i  >;;,•;.  r.!-." 

Chaimian  PrK-;l^  "i  the  Ap:^.■ 
Board   told   The   f 
compromise    wo.. 
•'It's  a  give  .md  l.i' 
I'riestiy.   'Hut   it 
residential  u^'  ""''' 
using   the  bill  Id,:-.: 
dustri.il    fasl."n 
start  C.inier  h.^^  i' 
ho  will  u^'  I'''  I''"' 
ii.il  , 1. 1\. ml. •■■•■.  •'■ 
sliliiii'ii.il  i;.:hi  '•■ 
,,.n-i.lei.ilb:i      '■' 
t!;,n;.:li.    !■-   ll"'   "• 
c,  :c,:.-Mion 
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By  Joan  S(i!<oloff 
Time  is  runniii,':  out  for  Brighlon's 
■"1776  House"   and  ils  fate  is  still 
updecided. 

The  nearly  200  year  old  building  at 
566  Washington  St.  holds  the  poten- 
tial of  a  valued  community  asset  -  if 
another  plot  of  land  can  be  found  on 
which  to  move  it,  and  if  enough 
money  can  be  raised  to  pay  the  mov- 
ing and  renovation  biJi. 
■  It  sits  on  land  owned  by  George 
Bent    who    intends    to    erect    apart- 
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Continued  from  Paj;>  One  X 

the  restrictions  on  size  and  would 

r.vnM.     -''"/.''''-^"""^^'^^P^^^i^al- 
ityof  theparkland. 

, "I'm   not  pessimistic  about   the 

!i?f' ^-"V^  °^  "^^^■'"g  t'^e  building 

her'p   ii^"^^^^'^-"e«P'ainedtha? 

tliere   is   a    precedent   lor   such   a 

XZZ^^'^  '"  ^«'-^i'-'er  with  an 
oja  Duildingon  It. 

J\',^'>'''^^?^^"P'-ettyfreeabou 
users.  Groups  like  the  V  F   V    irri 

tTiswa??^'^'^'^^^'^  gotten -l^nd 
thisv.ay.  Intheend,  headdcd  •■pre- 
e;ous_,  par.,and    has     been  '  gfve^. 

Tf^I'!/^""'"''^'^'"'^'^''''t\^-iil  happen 
It  could  be  a  short  procedure   Or   t 

coudendupinthecitycouncno 
->f>  Ihe  s..te  legislature  and  tal.e 

o\",i;;V"''''"'''""'"'^^'^^^"^i^'cided 

The  most  ;illrartivc  allernafives 
'ly  e.vp.ored  are  a  parcel  of  laS 
Oak   Square  ne.xt   l,.  (he  pou'c,- 
lP"-'>^^     on     l;,nd     ou-ned     by     the 


M.B.T.A.  and  a  prettv  site  near  (he 
reservoir  on  Chestnut  Hill  avenue 
owned  by  the  .M  D  C  • 

H.?/''"'  b  ^''■^'5^^"-  Historical  So- 
tlp-I,'M"'^p'"'"'^'''^'^P''esidentof 
the  AIIsfon-Hnghton  Local  Advisory 
Council  to  the  mayor,  stressed  tha 

stait  a  fund  dnve  until  we  haVe  t 
location  for  the  house."  he  said 
He  suggested  e.xploiing  other  al- 

It  was  decided  that  within  the  next 
two  days  letters  will  be  sent  to  al 
these^^parfes  requesting  a  sUe  for 

TheliistoncalSocictvhopcsfbra 
large  turnout  at  the  ■bi-cenicnnial 
meeting  to  be  held  I-Vbruarv  27  at 
llie  Brighton  .Municipal  building 
The  issue  will  be  raised  at  that 
'"ceting  and  discussed  again  at  an- 

oU.erlhslorical  Society  mecin,  on 
March  Gat  (he  .Municipal  Building 
It  i.s  bopod  that  by  the  si.vih  ihoiv 
J^ill  be  some  .solutions  to  n,,.  prob- 


ments  on  the  site,  but  is  willing  to 
donate  it  to  the  Brighton  Historic:.; 
Society. ' 

Caught  in  the  squeeze  of  time,  the 
Historical  Society  has  been  out  shop-. 
ping  for  a  piece  of  land. 

There  are  still  various  sites  under 
con.sideration.  One  of  the  best  loca- 
tions is  a  piece  of  land  across  from: 
the  library  in  Brighton  Center.  (See 
editorial,  Page  Four)         ' '\  O'' 

Larry  Koff,  Boston_Rc^develop- 
ment  Authority  staff  m.ember  who 
investigated  the  property,  discov- 
ered that  it  was  sold  in  1S89  to  the 
city  of  Boston.  He  said  that  it  was 
■■probably  purchased  as  parkland  by 
■the  city"  and  that  he  is  trying  to  find 
out  from  the  park  department  "what 
the  story  is". 

Koff  said  that  the  best  procedure 
is  for  the  Historical  Society  to  send  a 
letter  to  Commissioner  Joseph  Cur- 
tis of  the  Park  Department  with  a 
formal  request  to  •"move  the  house 
to  that  parcel  of  land". 

Then  come  more  problems.  As- 
suming i^.'s  parkb.nd,  there's  a  state 
ordinance  that  the  land  belongs  to 
the  citizens  of  the  com.m.unity.  .A 
building  belonging  to  a  private  or- 
ganization, such  as  the  Historical 
Society,  cannot  be  put  there. 

However,  there  may  be  a  catch.  If 
the  building  is  under  600  square  feet 
•-  and  Koff  thinks  there's  a  good 
possibility  that  it  is    r,it  may  meet 

(Cbniinued  on  Page  Five) 
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"g  before  the  Boston  Re^ 
-nt    Authority    hH~-K3r(l 

or  March  15  in  order   o 
redesigned  proposal   for 

smg  on  ih,  Corey  RoaJ- 
>S'-eet  Brighton  site 
-e^,^;:^'°P"^^nt  Company 
.V  ' /^""-^^  ''s  origi-- 
i^y  reducing  the  number 
4,-  ^"^  increasing  ihe 
"f'^s-    Four  staglered 
^'anned    two  nine  story 
i  two  of  12  stories.  The 
'\viii  conform  to  the  set 
I  two  sides  but  will  re- 
n-anance  for  the  other 

and  the  local  Project 

.7(PAC),astDecem 

the    density,  height 

jected  because  there 
significant  participa- 
ni7iunity-.in. the  plan-    . 


bcjng  invited  toZt!^  '''''''  ^^e 
^londay  MarehV  ^-f  a  ™eetin. 

.regationKadinia'htra^,Sosr°"- 

■"-'^"£'Sia^°^1^^^P--ta- 
Company,  descrihp  ".K^'""^°P"^'="t 

tf'e  final  propos"l,f^^.<^'  "^^' ^t  is 

''^^'-^-Sero^^:n['i^nte"-^^- 

-^tygr^up^^;«^-^'ed   from    ' 

"^-jy  org^aSr;".-s:;rr^'^^ 

Corey  road  neighborhood         °'   ^'^^ 
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AllLF-SVIEW,  IXC.  is  now,  of- 
ly,  a  coiiuiHinity  o'.vned  and 
Ucd  );oubip;;  cievcl'ipnicnt  con- 

li;j  of  210  units  of  one,  two,  fh..ee 
four  bcclroonp.  family  housing 

i|  with  -lO  per  cent  of  the  apart- 
s  bein,;  subsidized  by  Boston 
ing  Autiiority  and  the  federal 
nment.  \ 

expected  the  development  is 

pletely  filled,  with  a  lonj^  list  of 
le  wailing  to  get  in.  Tho  major- 
tenants  are  long  time  Brighton 

iierits. 

p  final  mortgage  figure  at  clos- 

U'hich  took  place  December  20, 
ten  hour  session  at  F.II.A.  was 

P.IOO,  an  increase  of  $253,000 
the  original  mortgage  of  |4,- 

IK). 

lars  of  rr.eetings,  unbelievable 
ures  and  no  little  amount  of 
oversy  has  resulted  in  what 
be  considered  an  exciting  start 

puilding  the  Allston  residential 

borhood.     This     development 

_^  s  as  one  of  the  finest  housing 

ilexes  of  its  kind  in  the  city. 

Jlibably  one  of  the  greatest  ac- 

lishments  of  this  Association, 


ing  JCO.ncw  units  of  housing  to  thi; 
community's  dangerously  dcplcteo 
housing  stock,  literally  save  the  pri- 
vate homes  in  tlie  very  attractive 
surrounding  neighborhood. 

The  A.C.A.  has  for-vardcd  close  to 
2C-0  applications  for   housing   from 
local  residents  wanting  to  live  in  this  ' 
development. 

The  housing  is  being  constructed 
by  Maurice  Simon  and  should  be 
com.nlcted  in  April  or  May. 

Sf.IiTirS  FLAYGILOUND  this 
year  will  be  the  site  of  a  new 
basketball/hockey  rink  combina- 
tion, an  arts  and  crafts  area  (re-hab 
of  present  swing  shelter)  a  new  tim- 
ber play  area  designed  for  6  to  12 
year  olds  and  a  shaded  promenade- 
sitting  area  at  a  cost  of  .^48,000. 
There  is  also  a  commitment  to  com- 
pletely modernize  the  Allston  North 
Little  League  Field. 

RLNGER  PLAYGROUND  will  be 
-developed  this  year  at  a  cost  of 
?32,CC0  including  a  shaded  viewing 
area,  pre-school  tot  lot,  nev/  en- ■ 
trance  path,  elementary  tot  lot  and 
the  necessary  landscaping  and  re- 
pairs to  the  existing  walls.  Ringer 
Playground  will  also  have  new  lights 
which  is  part  of  a  ?£^.C00  federal 
grant  "to  reduce  street  crime" 
nc'.v  ICO  unit,  tv;o  and  three         made  to  the  Mayor's  bafe  Streets 


selling  their  homes  at  a  trem.ondous 
loss  because  of  inincritits  moving  in 
or  other  suspected  changes  in  the 


neighborhood. 


Brighton-Allston- 


tliom  housing  development  near 

I'ompletion  in   North  Brighton 
n     as__WAVEULY     APAIIT- 
.,  TS.lTiis  development  is  unique 
j]nvwa\s:  Wa^»  ■ 

St,  u  WdS  uuLiateu  Li\  Lhe  Alis- 
'ivic  Association  back  in  1963 
this  Association  took  the  verj 
5ular    step    of   requesting    the 
\;  to  conduct  a  land  survey  in 
:ommunity  for  the  specific  pur- 
of  building  housing.  The  B.R.A. 
a  five  acre  site  bounded  by 
rly,    Portsmouth    and    South 
■rly  Streets   which  was  com- 
ly  vacant  except  for  an  aban- 
i  machine  shop  and  one  house 
used  as  a  construction  firm's- 
quarters. 

'cond,  it  was  the  very  first  time 
he  history  of  this  city  that  thi 
er  of  eminent  domain  v/as  dele 
;d  to  a  private  developer  by  thi 
.A.,  a  fact  that  made  many  of  u 
3sy. 

pird.  not  one  single  pcrscn  wouh 
isplaccd. 

ourth,  a  fact  Ih.at  can  be  easih 
;ottcii  is  t!iat  t'uis  attractive  anc 
beratf'ly  nciHled  housing  comple> 
laces  what  was  well  on  its  way  t-' 
oming  a  shoe  f.ictDry with  all  it: 
fie,  safety  and  pollution  prob 
s.   An  a).'i;ressivo  "P.miilies  oi 


Act  Advisory  Committee.  The  light- 
ing is  expected  to  be  installed  by 
early  summer.  Other  Construction 
will  begin  this  spring. 

ROBERT'S  PLAYGROUND  will 
be  developed  at  a  cost  of  ?-15,G00  and 
will  include  lighting,  landscaping, 
benches,  tables,  basketball  court, 
tot  lot  and  v,'alkv,'ays.  Construction 
has  already  begun. 

Another  top  priority  and  exciting 
development  in  this  community  is 
the  new  proposed  Ailston-Brightor! 
Health  Center  to  be  located  in  the 
new  North  Harvard  Street  Housing. 
Final  plans  include  Adult  Medical 
Service,  Dental  Services,  Mental 
Health  Services,  Pediatric  Services 
and  related  programs.  V/e  arc  pres- 
ently negotiating  more  than  fCOO.OOO 
in  Grants  to  make  this  center  a  real- 
ity. 

"REVERSE  BLOCK  BUSTLN'G" 
is  a  phrase  coined  by  this  Associa- 
tion to  describe  how  this  community 
is  being  ravaged  by  Real  lOstate 
speculators  who  are  buying  up  pri- 
vate homes  in  the  area  and  renting 
them  to  communes,  collectives  and 
other  assorted  groups  at  fantastic 
profits  and  at  a  very  dangerous  loss 
to  this  comrr.unity. 

The  problem  is  a  difficult  one  to 
deal  with  because  it  is  tlie  exact  re- 
verse  of  conventional  block  busting 


homeowners  can  now  sell  their 
homes  at  a  very  lucrative  profit  and 
almost  with  a  name  your  price  deal. 
Banks  are  consistently  granting 
mortgages. to  absentee  real  estate 
gougers  on  a  shoe  string,  because 
these  banks  know  very  well  that  they 
will  not  invest  any  further  money  in 
these  properties  but  -in  fact  turn 
them  into  instant  profit  makers. 

The  A.C.A. will  in  the  near  future 
and  after  careful  research  publicize 
the  names  of  speculators,  banks  and 
real  estate  ov.'ners  involved  in  these 
practices  and  we  v/il!  do  it  any  way 
we  can. 

We  also  intend  to  be  more  de- 
manding of  the  rent  beard,  code  en- 
forcement agencies  and  zoning 
board. 

,  Zoning  variances  and  liquor  licen- 
ses remain  a  serious  problem-  for 
this  area.  The  Tovrer  of  Pizza  is 
again  asking  for  a  seven  day  Beer 
and  Malt  License.  15-M53  Harvard 
Avenue  Vi-hich  was  previously  being 
used  as  retail  stores  is  nov/  being 
remodeled  as  a  c^fe  a;. J  retail  store. 
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By  Maria  Karagianis 

More  than  KrO  residents  braved 
blustering  winds  and  heavy  snow 
Thursday  afternoon  to  attend  a 
meeting  on  latest  plans  for  the  pro- 
posed elderly  housing  complex  on 
Wafehington  street  at  Corey  road. 

The  major  thrust  of  the  meeting, 
which  was  held  at  Temple  Kadimah 
Toras  Moshe,  centered  on  a  plea  to 
residents  to  send  letters  supporting 
the  project  to  local,  state,  and  fcd- 
erallegislators. 

Rabbi  Abraham  I.  Halbfinger,  co- 
chairman  of  the  Elderly  Site  Com- 
mittee, told  the  group  that  "it  is 
important  for  people  who  want  this 
project  to  fight  for  it." 

Joseph  M.  Smith,  the  other  co- 
chairman,  urged  the  group  to  write 
letters  of  support  and  to  make 
suggestions  about  what  kind  of  hous- 
ing Is  needed.  "After  all,"  he  said, 
"who  knows  about  elderly  housing 
better  than  senior  citizens?" 

Funding  for  the  project  is  being 
sought  from  the  federal  office  of 
Housing  and  Urban  De%'elopment 
(HUD),  but  available  federal-  funds 
will  be  spread  out  over  a  number  of 
nrojects  in  the  city. 

NBoth  the   Boston- Redevelopment 


,';'••*-,  p  r  !]  :l  ,f"  C^  ■ 
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./? 


/ri?  /^  o  ff 

(BRA) 'and  Boston  IIous- 
f'hA),  who  will  work 


Authority 
ing  Aulho)iiy  u 
together  on  the  project  if  it  isfunded 
and  approved,  have  stated  that  Alls- 
ton-Brighton  is  a  top  priority  com- 
munity for  elderly  housing. 

Statistics  show  that  this  area  has 
one  of  the  highest  concentrations  of 
elderly  in  the  entire  city.  In  addi- 
tion, rents  have  skyrocketed  in  the 
past  few  years  ::nd  the  housing  sup- 
ply is  limited. 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Matthew  Stapleton  of 
St.  Columbkille's  parish,  another 
member  of  the  Elderly  Site  Commit- 
tee, .  told  the  assembled  ■  group 
"write,  write,  write  —  to  Washing- 
ton and  to  Beacon  Hill." 
■  "Don't  be  afraid  of  any  difficul- 
ties", he  said,  citing  the  success  of 
the  Charlesview  housing  project  and 

,  its  position  in  the  city  as  "a  monu- 
ment to  public  housing." 

Smith,  Rabbi  Halbfinger.  and 
Msgr.  Stapleton  were  involved  in  the 
ecumenical  move  which  helped  in 
making  Charlesview  a  reality. 

.  Lawrence  Koff.  a  BRA  planner  for 
the  Allston-Bi-ighton  community, 
called     this    second    neighborhood 

(Continued  on  Page  T^ree)  ^ 
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meeting  "very  rewarding." 

"So  far,  \vc  haven't  found  any 
opposition,"  he  said,  allhough  Rabbi 
Halbfinger  later  told  tlie  group  that 
he  liad  received  one  complaint  from 
a  man  who  opposed  the  project  on 
financial  grounds. 

Koff  told  the  group  that  the  land 
under  consideration  is  a  two-acre 
parcel  across  the  street  from  the 
Stop  &  Shop  on  Washington  street. 

"The  land  is  under-utilized  and  the 
buildings  are  in  fair  to  poor  cpndi- 
tion,"  he  said.  Earlier,  Koff  and  his 
staff  prepared  a  lengthy  report  on 
the  project  with  statistics  on  the 
need  for  such  housing-  here  and  a 
report  on  the  desirability  of  the 
Corey/Washington  site. 

Plans  for  a  similar  project  on 
Market  street  adjacent  to  St.  Col-  . 
umbkille's  Church  were  scrapped 
last  year  after  a  large  group  of  • 
community  residents  opposed  the 
proposal.  Later  the  Site  Committee 
was  formed  to  explore  alternative 
sites  in  the  community  and  the 
Washington  street  location  emerged 
as  a  favored  choice. 

Koff  said  that  the  elderly  develop- 
ment here  "will  be  competing  with 
others  in  the  city  for  funding",  citing 
the  importance  of  support  from  the 
community  if  the  project  is  to  take 
shape  here. 

Before  an  application  for  funding 
is  submitted  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment (this  is  scheduled  for  the  end 
.of  March),  approval  will  have  to  be 
obtained  from  both  the  BRA  board 
and  the  City  Council.  Koff  said  that 
community  support  at  both  these- 
upcoming  public  meetings  will  be 
crucial. 

Steven  Demos,  a  BIl.A  architect, 
lold  the  audience  that  "we  need  your 
ideas  right  from  the  beginning".  He 
said  that  despite  federal  criteria 
which  limit  the  design,  planners  are 
an.xious  to  hear  from  people  who  will 
be  occupvin;;  tl;e  housing. 
Edith  Stein,  clf'.erly  ro-ordir.alor 


for  the  local  Area  Planning  Act: 
Council  (APAC),  lauded  the  plan  f 
elderly  housing,  while  criticiz. 
nearby  universities  for  not  do: 
their  share  in  alleviating  the  hous; 
crisis. 

Both  Dem.os  and  Koff  said  ir 
their  respective- agencies  are  ho: 
ful  that  housing  will  be  built  with  : 
cooperation  and  suggestions  of  i 
local  community. 

"We   invite   your   parlicipalior 
said  Koff,  once  again  emphasin 
the  necessity  "to  apply  pressure 
every  point  you  can." 

Below  is  a  list  of  government  c:' 
^cials    which    leaders    of    the    S; 
>  Committee  suggest  be  contacted 
residents   supporting  the  constr: 
tion     of     elderly     housing     he: 
Governor  Francis  W.  Sargent.  S"_: 
House,    Boston;    Mayor   Kevin 
.   White,  City  Hall,  Boston;  Robert 
Kenney,      Boston     Redevelopm-- 
Authority,  City  Hall  Square.  Bosil 
Congressman   Thomas   P.   O'Ne.-. 
Jr.-,  Kennedy  Federal  Building,  E 
ton;  Senator  Jack  Barkman.  St' 
House,  Boston;  Rep.  >>!ichael  D:: 
15  Burton  St.,  Brighton;  Rop.  J: 
Melia,  14  Wm.  Jackson  Ave.  Br; 
ton;  Rep.  Norman  S.  Weinberg. 
Beacon  St.,  Boston  and  all  of  i 
City  Councilors.  ,_„__^_-. 
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The  Board  of  the  Boston_Redevel-' 
opment  Authority  (lillA)  is  still 
j  considering  the  request  of  the  Jew- 
ish Community  Housing  for  the  Eld- 
erly II  Inc.,  a  group  which  hopes  to 
build  an  additional  255  units  of  eld-  . 
erly  housing  en  Wallingford  road 
adjacent  to  Ulin  House. 

A  number  of  community  leaders 
endorsed  the  proposal  at  a  hearing 
before  the  board  last  Thursday.  But 
major  questions  centered  on  the 
tenant  selection  process  which  will 

,be  used,  providing  that  the  housing 

•j^'s  approved  and  built. 


seSoptmm  nsies 


Joseph  M.  Smith,  chairm.an  of  the 
A.]lston  Civic  Association  (ACA), 
said  that  he  heartily  approved  the 
construction  of  more  elderly  units  in 
the  .community,  but  he  questioned 
the  fact  that  "an  anonymous  com- 
mittee" selected  tenants  for  the  ex- 
isting Ulin  House. 

"The  criteria  set  down  in  the  ten- 
ant selection  process  for  Ulin  House 
were  very  vague,"  said  Smith,  who 
told  the  Board  that  community  lead- 
ers hope  that  future  tenant  selection 
in  the  proposed  housine  _;i'ould  be 
ContinuedAuPBffh  1 2 
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"~      ~"an  open  public  process." 

"Too  few  Brigliton-Allston  resi- 
dents, loo  few  non-Jewish  lensnis, 
(00  few  non-white  tenants  reside  in 
thepresent  development  for  the  pre- 
sent tenant  selection  process  to  be  in 
any  v;ay  acceptable."  said  Smith. 

Smitli  is  advocating  approval  of 
the  proposal,  but  with  the  slipuLitmn 
that  the  Board  require  ''public 
knowledge  and  detailed  guidelines 
for  tenant  selection." 
■  In  addition  he  is  asking  for  public 
knowledge  of  dates  for  accepti.ng 
and  ■  closing  applications  for  ten- 
ancy; publication  of  the  location  of 
the  office  and  person  where  applica- 
tions.for  tenancy  can  be  received 
and  filed,  and  public  knowledge  of 
individuals  responsible  for  active 
tenant  selection. 
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Corey  Rd, 
housing 
at  stalemate 


Efforts  to  place  housin;^  for  the 
elderly  at  the  intersection  of  Corey 
road  and  Washington  street  in  Alls- 
ton  are  currently  at  a  stalemate 
while  the  U.S.  Department  of  Hous- 
ing and  Urban  Development  iHUD) 
considers  the  latest  Boston  Redevel- 
opment Authority  offer: — ■ — ■ • 

Tiie  BRA  has  submitted  a  Project 

Criteria   Report  to  HUD   v;hich  is 

currently   under  review   by  HUD's 

Washington  office.  Such  a  report  is  a 

requisite  on  anything  which  would 

require  funding  by  HUD. 

This  serves  as  a  guide  for  the  de- 

V  partment  to  judge  whether  the  pro- 

j  posed  plans  meet  certain  criteria. 

I   "What  they    basically  v/ant  to  know 

i  are  things  like:  Does  the  plan  scat- 

i  \cr  iow-inconit  housing  tiiroughout 

I   the  area?  Is  it  an  equal  opportunity 

j   project  area?  Is  it  a  Model  Cities 

I   project?  Is  it.  in  an  urban  renewal 

'■  project    area?"    explained    Robert 

'  DiSimone   of    the   BRA's   Planning 

Dept. 

Meeting  with  the  BRA  has  been 
the   Project   Area   Com.mittee.   co- 
I  chaired  by  Joseph  Smith  of  the  ACA 
(Allston     Civic     Association)     and 
Rabbi  Abraham  Halbfinger  of  the 
Temple  Toras  Moshes,  both  of  whom 
I  have  long  argued  for  elderly  housing 
at   the    site.   The   property   is   now 
]  owned  by  tlie  Murphv  family  who 
i  resides  near  the  housing  site, 
j      The   BliA   is  allocated   onlv   one 
1. funding    contract    per    fiscal    year 
j    (which  begins  every  Julv  I)  uiider 
\    Iho      Noighboihood      Dvnelfipment 
I    Program  (Fs'DP),  a  federally  s|)Oii- 
j    sored    program    whereby    th.e    city 
j    obtains  federal  funds  aiiil  sells  it  to 
j    thedeveloper  at  an  agreeable  rate, 
j       Becau.sc  of  the  federal  huidchncs    ! 
j    that  limit  a  city  to  gnly  one  A'DP    ! 
•    contract  per  year,  thejontracl  must.    | 
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By  Mij-^ucl  Gomcz-Ibanez 

An  application  for  federal  funding 
is   currently   being   drafted  by   the 

Bostrin Lledcvelopmcnt     Authority 

for  eldciiy  hou^inc^  on  the  corner  of 
Corev  road  and  V/ashinpton  street  in 
Brighton,  and  stiould  be.  ready  for 
submission  to  Washington  late  in  the 
fall  or  earlv  this  winter. 

If  all  goes  as  planned,  the  BRA 
will  hear  sometime  in  1D73  that  fed- 
eral money  is  available  for  the 
construction  of  the  250  units  of  eld- 
erly housing  scheduled  since  1969  for 
i.bc  Allstun -Brif;hton  area. 

BHA  spokesman  Ralph  Memelo 
declined  to  make  an  assesment  of 
the  chances  for  Housing  and  Urban 
Development  (HUD)  certification  of 
the  proposal,  but  said  he  is  not  pessi- 
mistic. 

Tiic  need  for  elderly  housing  has 
long  been  felt  in  the  Allston-Brigh- 
lon  area. In  a  report  prepared  late  in 
1971,  the  BRA  noted  that  Allston- 
Brighton  had  the  largest  number  of 
elderlv  residents  (11.9  per  cent  of 
the  population)  of  any  district  in  the 
city,  but  was  the  site  of  only  nine 
percent  of  the  city's  supply  of  exist- 
ing and  proposed  elderly  housing 
units.  According  to  the  report,  27 
percent  of  all  those  on  the  Boston 


u  u  \^  Ci^'j  (fL.)  L  U  u  ■'--/ 

il 

Housing  Authority  waiting  list  fc 
elderly  housing  in  Boston  ,  live  in  th 
Allston-  Brighton  area. 

In  the  same  report  the  BRA,  wit 
the  help  of  the  Elderly  Housing  Si: 
Finding  Committee  of  the  Allstc 
Brighton 'Local  Advisory  Comm.i 
tee,  decided  that  a  parcel  of  lar 
bounded  by  Washington  street  ar 
Corey  owned  by  the  Murphy  famdlj 
would  be  the  most  desireable  site  fc 
.  elderly  housing  in  Brighton.  Tl: 
decision  was  reached  after  examii; 
ing  the  suitability  of  the  neighbor 
hood,  the  suitability  of  the  site  iLsei: 
and  the  feasibility  of  acquisi 
ion. Joseph  M.  Smith  ,  chairman  t 
the  Allston  Civic  Association,  stat? 
'  that  community  support  of  the  site  : 
unanimous. 

At  present  the  site  is  occupied  by 
gasoliii'.-  statio!],  a  parking  let. 
warehouse,  13  housing  units,  and  iv- 
vacant  lots.  According  to  the  BR. 
all  of  these  structures  are  in  fair  ■ 
poor  condition. 

Plans  for  the  Corey  road  site  :: 
elude  the  construction  of  two-st.::; 
towers  with  parking  for  M  cars.  T' 
units  will  be  set  back  from  the  i 

(Continued en  PageThrc 
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,.,  .  BEA  approves-  " 
units;  urges  local 
\   ■  ■ .  emphasis  be  given 

'      The  BosioxL-ilGdevelopment  Authority  has  approve 
!  the  application  by  Jewish  Community  Housing  for  tr. 

Elderly,  Inc.  to  build  2n6  units  for  low  and  modera: 

income  elderly  off  Wallingford  road  and  Chestnut  Hi'. 

avenue.  '  •  ■ 

In  a  letter  of  March  30,  the  BRA  indicated  that  th 

developers  will  be  required  to  "give  special  emphasi. 

and    consideration    to    applications"    from    elderi; 
.  residents  of  the  immediate  area. 

This  proviso  responds  to  the  request  by  the  Aiisio.-i 

Brighton  Local  Advisory  Council  to  the  BRA  that  Icca 

residents  be  assured  of  h::'.-ing  complete  access  to  th: 

tenant  selection  process. 
LAC  President  Joseph  Smith  had  urged  this  action  ir 

a  letter  to  the  BRA  last  week,  and  yesterday,  receivec 

notice  of  the  BRA'S  action.  ■ 
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A  draft  application,  seeking  officials  to  support  the  Cor. 
funding  for  elder!}'  housing  at  road  site. 
Washington  street  and  Corey  Tlie  application  seeks  a  or 
.road,  sboiild  be  submitted  to  million  dollar  grant  for  the  2 
federal  authorities  within  a  units,  wiiich,  according  to  Kc: 
week  under  the  auspices  of  the  are  efficiency  apartments  f- 
Boston  Redevelopment  Author-  the  most  part. 


,ty.   .— ^  ^^ 

According  to  Larry  Koff  at 
the  BRA,  the  application,  out- 
lining the  proposal  for  tlie  hous- 
■ing,  is  now  being  completed  and 
will  be  forwarded  to  the  De- 
partment of  Housing  and  Urban 
'  Development.  _ 

Plans  for  the  complex  grew 
out  of  meetings  of  the  Elderly 
Site  Committee  ,  which  has 
.been  searching  for  locations  for . 
the  sorely  needed  housing  for 
Allston-Brighton  senior  citi-  • 
zens. 

The  committee  held  its  most 
recent  session  in  mid-I-'ebru- 
ary,  discussing  means  by  which 
pressure  could  be  built  on  local. 


.    The  draft  statement  nam. 
the     Corey     road-Washingi-: 
street  site  as  the  specific  lot, 
lion  for  the  project.  Koff  sa: 
the    application    outlines 
methods    of    land   acquisiti'. 
relocation,  and  other  such  pi- 
ning details.. 

He  also  estimated  that  a  r 
turn  ansv'.'cr  from  HUD,  outi^ 
ing  its  review  of  the  projcu 
should  take  two  to  three  wee:-;; 
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Group  wants  trollies 
fbiad  and  running  sgain 


By  Diane  Hinchcliffe 
The  conversion  of  MBTA  cars  that 
are  now  planned  for  scrapping,  into 
viable  vehicles  for  transit  users  is 
envisioned  by  the  Brighton-based 
Committee  for  Better  Transit  as  a 
new  avenue  of  hope  for  restoring  the 
"one-seat"  ride  from  Park  street, 
through  this  community,  and  on  to 
Watertov.-n. 

A  jaunt  to  the  site  of  the  scrap- 
ping, the  V/atertovn  car  barn,  this 
Monday  convinced  Fred  Maloney  _ 
and  Paul  Leahy  of  the  CBT  that  the . 
cars  rather  than  be  demolished, 
should  be  repaired  and  put  on  the 
now-defunct  V.'atertov.-n  car  line. 

Maluney  and  Leahy's  efforts  to  get 
the  subways  back  on  the  tracks  that 
'still  lie  on  Brighton  avenue  and 
Washington  streets  have  so  far  been 
unsuccessful.  Replac'.ment  of  the 
trolleys  with  the  "experimental" 
bus  line  -  which  started  in  1959  - 

continues  today.  (/)  jS  .     \5.b\ 

The  CBT  group  was  accompanied 
to  the  car  barn  by  Fred  Salvucci  of 
Mayor  While's  office,  Ed  Bailey  of 
the  Redevelopment^Authority,  and 
Sumner'^Z.  i\aplan,  chairman  of 
Brookline's  Board  of  Selectmen. 

The  delegation  met  with  MBTA 
equipment  and  maintenance  person- 
nel, to  view  the  scrapping  procedure 
and  examine  the  condition  of  the 


cars  that  are  being  dismant- 
led.Leahy  and  Mahoney  are  con- 
vinced that  the  22  cars  being 
scrapped  could  be  rehabilitated,  and 
then  serve  as  trolleys  on  the  Water- 
tov/n  line. 

"The  MBTA  has  indicated  that  the 
main  reason  (for  the  scrapping)  is 
not  because  of  the  expense,  but  the 
time  involved,"  says  Maloney. 

"This  is  really  the  first  bulk  re- 
moval of  any  fleet  of  cars,"  he  con- 
tinued, maintaining  that  all  the 
scrapped  cars  could  be  fixed  -  no 
matter  how  long  it  might  ta!:e. 

Leahy  and  Mahoney  have  agreed 
to  put  their  arguments  on  paper,  and 
submit  them  to  the  Mayor's  office, 
with  an  eye  toward  possible  requests 
for  federal  funding  to  effect  the  re- 
pairs on  the  22  cars. 

The  application  to  the  Department. 
of  Transportation  would  be  justified, 
feels  Malor,-  y,  "on  the  basis  that  the 
repair  of  cars  would  extend  service 
and  benefit  patrons."  ,        \    — i 
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However,  the  scrapping  continues, 
'  and    James    Burns,    MBTA   Equip- 
ment and  Maintenance  superintend- 
ent, says  he  has  not  yet  received  any 
official  order  to  discontinue  the  job. 

According  to  Fred  Salvucci,  a 
request  from  Robert  Weinberg,  as- 
sistant to  Mayor  White,  to  MBTA 
officials  "  to  stop  the  scrapping 
never  filtered  down  through  the 
ranks. 

.  So,  the  request  has  to  be  made 
again,  and,  hopefully,  will  reach  the 
'  Authority's  personnel  within  a  mat-. 
ter  of  days.  .  "    ■ 

The  CBT  has  several  times  pre- 
sented the  BRA  and  MBTA  with 
their  plans  for  resumption  of  the 
carline  service  to  Watertown. 

The  basis  of  their  complaints 
against  the  bus  service  is  the  loss  of 
the  "one-seat"  ride,  from  Water- 
town,  through  Allston  and  Brighton, 
and  into  Park  street. 

Passengers  now  have  to  change  to 
the  trolleys  at  Kenmore  Square,  and 
the  CBT  maintains  that  the  incon- 
venience has.  cost  the  MBTA  riders," 
and.  consequently,  revenues. 

The  CBT  has  worked  out  a  sched- 
ule of  car  line  service,  and  projected 
a  savings  of  more  than  $10,000  over 
the  present  bus  uses. 
-  The  committee's  comprehensive 
report  attacks  many  of  the  reasons 
advanced  by  the  MBTA  for  the  ob- 
-stacles  to  reinstituting  the  trolley 
service:  safety  hazards  posed  by 
moving  subways,  the  number  of  pas- 
senger stops,  and  the  dearth  of  cars 
to  man  the  line. 

Undaunted  by  previous  setbacks, 
Mahoney  and  Leahy  are  now  pinning 
hopes  on  the  attempt  to  reverse  the 
"scrapping"  decision. 

"In  view  of  the  unsettled  status  of 
the  Watertown  line,  we  feel  that  no 
streetcars  should  be  scrajipcd  or 
made  impossible  to  repair  until  the 
final  decision  on  reinstatcincnt  of 
service  is  made." 

"They're  not  devoting  enough  of 
their  labor  to  repairs.  If  they  tiid, 
they  wouldn't  have  these  problen.s," 
Leahy  argues. 
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•  "  By  Paul  Burton 

The  Boston  Board  of  Ap- 
peals.Inst  Tuesday  morning 
heard  Berklce  College's  new 
presentation  for  a  clange  in 
conditional  use  for  its  dor- 
mitory and' classrooms  at 
136-150  Massachusetts  Ave. 
It  was  a  far  contrast  to  the 
■first  Iiearing  last  October. 

Instead  of  a  winding,  four- 
hour  session  full  of  testi- 
mony from  proponents  and 
opponents,  which  happened 
last  October,  there  was  a 
simple  announcement  last- 
ing about  eight  minutes,  and 
a  presentation  to  the  Board 
by  Berklee  attorney  Rich- 
ard Mulhern  of  17  conditions 
of  agreement  between  the 
music  school,  the  city,  the 
BRA^  and  tlie  Back  Ray 
Association.  There  was  no 
further  testimony  Tuesday. 

For  about  a  month  before 
the  hearing  the  different 
groups  discussed  conditions 
which  the  music  school 
would  satisfy  if  the  Board  of 
Appeals  granted  the  second 
aiiplicalion.  Berklee  on  Jan.  / 
11  had  officially-  asked  fur  a"~-x 
re-hearing.  v  '")  ^ 

Berklee's  initial  appeal 
was  rejected  Oct.  17  on  tiie 
grounds  that  the  existence 
of  a  (Imin  in  llu'  former 
Shcrry-r<illmore  ildlel  was 
"()ffcnsi\'o  to  file  resi  of  the 
iii'i;:hl)()i  liiioil",      and      the 


approved  by  the  BRA. 

7)  Discouragement  of 
lounging  and  loitering  along 
the  area;  8)  Adoption  of 
rules  for  parking  by  stu- 
dents and  staff,  with  the 
purpose  of  discouraging 
commuter  use  of  cars;  9) 
Help  find  living  accommo- 
dations to  non-resident  stu- 
dents; 10)  Students  to  be 
prohibited  from  practicing 
instruments  in  individual 
sleeping  rooms;  11)  Prohib- 
iting residents  from  driving 
automobiles. 

12)  Adequate  soundproof 
practice  rooms  inside  the 
building;  13)  An  attempt  by 
Berklee  to  utilize  98  Ilemen- 
way  St.,  its  former  dorm, 
for  elderly  housing;  14) 
Approval  of  the  fire  and 
building  departments  for 
any  substantial  alterations; 
15)  Ari  effort  by  the  school  to- 
rent  theatre  property  (on 
136  Mass.  Ave.)  for  opera,, 
live  theatre,  etc. 

16)  Payments  to  the  City 
in  lieu  of  taxes  according  to 
agreed  terms  between  Berk- 
lee and  the  city;  and  17) 
Bryant  and  Stratton,  prc- 
.scnt  owners  of  the  former 
Berklee  dormitories  at  275 
and  2['A  Newbury  St.,  to  sell 
these  facilities  to  a  non-in- 
stitulional  U'-;er. 

Mulhern  luld  Tiie  Ledger 
tli;i(  he  didn't  expect  any 
luoliUiiis  in  );ellnij;  llie  ap- 


'I'lic  .'ippcal  u:is  I'lr  a 
clianj^e  in  (■(m.liliuM.il  use 
.  I'roiii  a  non-(lr;;r('e  .uraiilinL; 
iii.slilute  to  one  (^laulini^  a 
degree  in  a  general  bu.->incs.s 
district,  llesidont  Beiklcc 
students  have  dwcliod  there 
since  the  music  sch.ool  made 
a  purchase  and  sales  agree- 
■   ment  last  summer. 

Talks  conducted  among 
Berklee  officials,  BRA 
members,  spokesmen  for 
the  Back  Bay  Association, 
and  the  Law  Department 
produced  the  following  prov- 
isions, to  be  incorporated  in 
the  granting  of  conditional 
use. 

-  1)  Rental  of  retail  space 
on  the  street  floor  of  150 
Mass.  Ave;  2)  A  minimum 
of  575  resident  students;  3) 
A  cafeteria  or  lounge  within 
the  building;  4)  Conditional 
use  shall  terminate  if  the 
buildings  are  sold  or  trans- 
ferred to  another  institu- 
tion; 5)  Any  space  above  the 
ground  floor  not  needed  for 
school  use  shall  be  rented 
for  retail;  6)  No  structures 
permitted  in  the  setback 
area,     except     landscaping 
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By  Paul  Burton 
The  Institute  of  Contem- 
porary Arts  has  been,  se- 
lected the  tentative  develo- 
per for  the  upper  floors  of 
the  former  Police  Station 
16.  on  the  Back  Bay's  Boyl- 
ston  street,  but  the  Bo_^n 
Redevelonment  Authority 
has  indicated  that  it  plans  to 
install  a  restaurant  on  the 


\ 


,-y5 


first  floor. 

The  restaurant  idea  has 
met  with  the  disapproval  .of 
ICA  Direrlnr  Louis  Kane, 
v.-ho  threatens  to  withdraw 
his  offer  if  too  much  space  is 
taken  on  the  first  story. 

■'We  are  not  against  a  res- 
taurant if  it  is  properly  run 


and  does  not  interfere  with 
the  Institute's  operations", 
remarked  Kane.  "But  if  too 
much  of  the  space  in  that 
building  is  used  for  a  res- 
taurant, there  will  be  no  In- 
stitute of  Contemporary 
Arts  Museum  there". 

The  Institute  plans  to  buv 
the  space  for  S500.000  and 
use  the  building  for  exhibits. 
a  workshop  program  for  dif- 
ferent forms  of  art.  and  "a 
place  that  v.'ould  be  atlrac- 
ti"\e  for  families  lo  visil  . 
noted  Kane. 

Working  with  the  Institute 
in  an  attempt  to  acquire  the 
facility    is    the    Back    Bav 
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to  restore  pari-is  .  ! 

.  .  .  For  the  past  10  years  the 
Public  Garden  and  Common  have 
been  declining,  through  no  fault  of 
Parks  Department  which  operates  on 
a  shoestring  budget.  Now  matters 
may  get  much  worse  if  the  Park  . 
Plaza  Urban  Renewal  Project  is  con- 
structed. 

This  should  not  be  necessary  be- 
cause the  project  has  a  v/hopping 
$270,000,000  budget.  If  this  were  in- 
'  creased  by  only  one  hfilf  of  one  per- 
3  cent,  then  the  Public  Garden  could 
:  be  handsomely  restored.  The  people 
of  Boston  would  benefit  and  so  would 
the  real  estate  developers  who  will 
own  Park  Plaza. 

For  18  months  the  Back  Bay  civic 
i  orpanizotion  h^^'e  b^^en  a^ter:''^tin''  to 
]  persuade  public  agencies  to  make  the 
■  necessary   budget  commitments   and 
i  we  hope  that  some  commitments  v.dll 
I  be  available  in.  the  near  future.  We 
!  simply  do  not  believe  that  BRA  v/ill  j 
I  promote  a  $270,000,000  project  in  a  ^i 
;  manner  v/hich  will  destroy  much  of   '. 
the  value  of  the  dovvntov/n  historic 
parks. 

Since  no  commitment  has  yet 
been  made,  many  residents  in  the 
Back  Bay-Beacon  Hill  area  are  get- 
ting set  to  oppose  the  Park  Plaza 
Urban  Renewal  Project.  Ivlnny  of 
these  believe  with  Councilor  lannela 
that  the  Public  Garden  fiasco  is 
merely  a  symptom  of  larger  short- 
comings in  the  Park  Plaza  Urban  Re- 
•  nev.-al  Plan.  For  many  reasons  oppo-  , 
sition  is  rising.  .  .  . 

We  believe  that  Park  Plaza 
I  should  be  built,  the  Garden  and 
',  Common  should  be  re.=itored,  the 
!  "combat  zones"  should  be  eliminated 
!  and  the  retail  areas  of  the  city  sh.ould 
be  rcinvigor.'iled.  Boston  has  cnr<-.:gh 
resources  to  do  thc.-^e  jobs.   .  .  . 

DANIF.L  J.  AHKKN 

E.\cculivo  Director, 

Back      Bay      Fcderaticin      for 

Coinmunity  Dcvclopjr.cnt 

Boston 
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RED  areas:  not  ^old, 

but  well  \yorth  savins 


A  comprclicnsive  report  prepared  by  Back '  Bay 
}  Association  Director  Daii' Ahearn  and  forwarded  lo  city 
]  officials  outlines  an  eight-point  program  designed  to 
i      improve  the  quality  of  Boston's  entertainment  areas. 


j         The  26-page  study  explores  the  problems  plaguing 


Boston's  six  major  entertainment  districts,  and  sets 
forth  a  Recommended  Action  Program  which  calls  for 
more  siringent  law  -enforcement,  becfed-up  code 
violation  correction,  and  "broader  architectural 
controls.    -    ■        . 

'All  that  glitters...'^^ 
Ahearn  points  out  the  potential  value  of  the 
restaurant,  entertainment,  and  drinking  (RED)  areas, 
but  warns  that  "all  that  glitters  is  not  gold." 
The  six  RED  districts  -  Kenmor/j^Square,  Boylston 
j  street  opposite  the  Prudential,  Park  Square,  the  theater 
I  district,  Lower  Washington  street,  and  the  North 
\  Station  area  -  face  common  problems:  "they  are  dirty, 
j  disorganized,  congested,  and  riddled  with 
j      obsolescence."  , .  ■ 

i  More    seriously,    they    are    afflicted    by    "people 

j      harassing  each  other  and  hassling  each  other,"  i.e., 
j      addicts,  dealers,  pimps,  prostitutes. 
I  "As  these  districts  spread  and  as  they  generate  more 

]      nuisances,  they  destroy  the  quality  of  nearby  housing. 
!      drive  residents  out  of  the  city,  and  cause  blight." 
i  Ahearn  feels  the  importance  .of  the  RED  districts 

I  must  not  be  overlooked  by  the  city,  which  has  a 
)  substantial  interest  in  their  v.-eil-being.  The  districts 
]  are  part  of  the  convention  business,  which  is  a  shot  in 
\  the  arm  of  Boston's  economy;  they  are  involved  in  the 
'  drive  to  persuade  suburbanites  to  spend  more  money  in 
j  the  city;  and  Ihey  have  a  decided  impact  on  the  life  of 
surrounding  interests  --  be  it  businesses,  homes,  or 
other  entertainment  forms. 

Ahearn  points  out  that  one  method  used  to  control  the 
ill  effects  of  such  districts  -  the  "bomb"  approach 
whereby  such,  areas  are  simply  eliminated  -  has  its 
drawbacks,  and  can  be  substituted  with  a  more  positive 
program. 

Beyond  the  Bomb... 
The  demolition  approach  "is  costly  and  it  produces 
many  haidships.  In  some  cases  (very  few,  so  far)  it 
(Continued Vn  Til^^Tcn) 
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By  David  Iilulch 

Staff  u'rilcr  0/  T/it'  Chrislinn  Science  Mo;ii(or 

Boston 

Boston's  six  main  entertainment  districts 
should  be  "fenced  in  and  civilized,"  accord- 
■  -ing  to  a  stinging  report  from  the  Back  Bay 
Association  called  "Boston's  Red  Districts." 
•  Action  must  be  taken  by  the  city  to  "de- 
molish those  areas  that  are  fatally  blighted 
and  create  new  entertainment  areas  as 
needed,"  says  Daniel  J.  Ahern,  executive 
secretary  of  the  association. 

In  his  study  Mr.  Ahern  identifies  the  dis- 
tricts as  Kenmore  Square,  Boylston  Street 
opposite  the  Prudential  Center,  Park  Square, 
the  theater  district,  lower  Washington 
Street,  and  the  North  Station  area. 

"Tliinly  scattered  among  these  districts," 
the  study  says,  "are  some  of  the  city's  no- 
table entertainment  facilities,  but  generally 
the  six  districts  contain  most  of  Boston's 
worst   entertainment." 

• 

Districts  important 

The  report  stresses  the  im.portance  of  the 
six  districts  to  Boston's  economy,  a  major 
portion  of  which  is  the  convention  district. 
Mr.  Ahern  says  he  doesn't  want  to  v/ipe 
out  the  areas  but  to  control  them  by  care- 
ful screening  of  applicants  for  licenses  to 
operate. 

"If  this  is  not  done,"  he  v,-arns,  "normal 
people  leave  and  economic  decline  sets  in  — 
good  restaurants,  retail  businesses,  and 
'apartments  leave  an  area.  It  becomes  dan- 
gerous and  vulnerable  to  people,  especially 
the  young,  who  are  enticed  into  the  area." 

The     study     also     notes:     "Middle-class 
Greater  Bo.stonians  wHo  once   came  down-- 
,  town  for  entertainment  prefer  suburban  en- 
tertaining"  now  where  things   are   "duller, 
cleaner,   prettier,   and   safer." 

Mr.  Ahern  notes  that  "in  situations  of  this' 
type  nothing  much  happens  until  public  con- 
cern reaches  the  boiling  point."  In.  the  last 
year,  he  says,  public  interest  has  "begun 
to  heat  up." 

New  York  City  cited 

People  are  noticing  more  litter  and  open 
prostitution  in  Bbslon,  Mr.  Ahern  says.  In 
his  intrc>cluction  he  notes  that  in  New  York 
(Manhattan)  the  fastest-growing  businesses 
.  are  "pornography  and  prostitution."  In 
Boston,  he  say.^,  there  is  now  enough  public 
concern  to  get  the  necdc^i  action  programs. 

Only  Uie  lower  V.'ashington  Street  area, 
Mr.  Ahern  says,  needs  to  be  completely  torn 


down  and  replaced.  The  other  five  areas,  ; 
says,  are  still  almost  as  safe  as  their  sub-i 
ban  counterparts.  But  he  argues  action  mui 
start  now  to  save  them  from  further  da! 
gerous  decay.        ._  j 

He  suggests:  i 

6  That  the  BoslaD__Rgdevelopment  A'' 
thority  (ER,'\)  do  an  immediate  two-wet 
study  of  the  areas  to  define  them,  includir 
information  on  ownership,  deficiencies,  t". 

o  That  the  BRA  assign  personnel  to  car: 
out  his  program. 

®  That  these  personnel  establish  liaise 
with  civic  forces  and  responsible  owners  "■ 
develop  the  necessary  strength  for  succe;;. 
fulaction." 
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By  TOM  SEWALL 

•  .  .The     executive   director   of 
'  the  Back  Bay  Assn.  yesterday 

called   for   a    crackdown    on 
(iirty  streets,  prostitution  and 
pornography  in  the  city's  six 
I  entertainment  districts. 

'  Daniel  Ahem,  in  a  26-page 
report  which  he  wrote  him- 

•  self,  said  that  although  the 
city  is  "livelier  and  noisier 
than  ever  before,"  it  is  also 

■  i'dirty,"  with  certain  areas 
plagued  by  prostitutes,  drug 
pushers  and  "porno"  shops 
and  movies. 

;  Besides     these     problems, 
I  Ahem  said  "fast  food  opera- 
tions and  bars"  who  pay  top 
1  dollar   are  driving   out   "aiw 
galleries,  small  retailers  and 
.gourmet    restaurants— the 
very  kinds  of  businesses  that 
the  city  badly  needs." 

'r  AHERN  LISTED  the  six  en- 
tertainment districts  as, 
Kenmore  Sq.; '  Eoylston  St., 
opposite  the  Prudential  Cen- 
ter; Park  Sq.;  the  Theatre 
pistrict;  Lower  V.'ashington 
St.,  and  the  North  Station 
area.  '        y7^<^, 

t  He  called  on  the  IJostonRe- 
developnient  AuthorityTBi'^A- 
Cr  "sonic  other  planning 
Agency"  to  do  a  "simple  two- 
week  study  of  this  subject  to 
more  clearly  identify  and  de- 
Jine  the  six  areas  mentioned  . 
r  .  and  to  provide  a  package 

.  of  readily  obtainable  informa- 
tion including  ownership  and 
occupancy  records,  as  well  as 

i  mdications  of  deliriencies  and 

''  troubles  as  reflected  in  mu- 
nicipal records." 

I  i  Ahern  al:o  recommended 
ihat  each  district  be  "peo- 
fraphiral'y  re.'trictcd"  and 
''not   te  'allowed    to    ex-pand 


unless    specific    approval    i 
given." 

HE  CALLED  for  a  "p^ 
sistent  anti-litter  campairr 
which  v.'ould  include  remir 
ing  business  people  "of  tht 
obligations"  to  clean  sidev.-i" 
in  front  of  their  shops  and 
"fine"  them  when  they  dor,' 

Ahern  said  the  city  "nvs 
gain  a  much  larger  meas-.: 
of  control  over  activities  . 
the  entertainment  distri::. 
citing  "erotic  entertainmer,: 
as  one  area  which  should  u" 
dergo  the  "most  intens'.". 
kind  of  public  concern." 

"It  is  time,"  he  said,  "ir- 
the  question  of  pomograp;-/ 
entertainment  as  an  urb" 
runction  'ui  ex-plored  : 
depth." 

As    for    prostitution,   Ah-^: 
said     there     "seems     to 
ample  evidence  to  the  ef:-; 
that   this    form    of    crime 
extremely    dangerous    (mz 
prostitutes    are    armed     a: 
also  carry  venereal  diseas- 
he    said)  and  that    the    co." 
munity  should  wage  vigorc 
war  to  wipe  it  out." 

Ahern  said  his  reports  v.t 
en  after  months  of  obser." 
lion,  is  "an  effort  to  stimuh' 
public  discussion  on  the  pre'- 
lems  in  the  six  districts." 

The    Back    Bay    Assn. 
composed     of     330     busir.: 
firms  and  institutions  loc?: 
in  tlie  area  running  from  P.=-" 
Sq.  to  Kenmore  Sq. 

The  0  r  g  a  ni  z  a  1 1 0  n  V. 
founded    in    the    late    1"-' 
Ahern  .said  and   its  prim:-: 
conccni  is  to  develop  "n-'-- 
good    housing,"    and    pmc: 
improvcmrnis,  such  as  hr 
tifying  parks  and  in=tiiu: 
codes  for  signs  on  sho:>?  .- 
buildmgs.  and  urban  rer.c  ■ 
projects. 
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lOy  Anthony  J.  Yudis 
Globe  Staff 

The  B;ick  Bay,  in  recent 
v.-eeks,  )uis  been  tlie  source 
of  seveviil  major  dc\'clc)p- 
mciit  proposals  v.-hich  indi- 
cate that  tlie  citVi  through 
its  pjiinning  function,  may 
have  to  start  focusing 
planning  priorities  that 
look  at  tlie  area  as  a  whole 
—  fvom.the  Ivlassacliusctts 
avenue  end,  to  the  Fenway, 
Park  sq.  and  the  South 
Cove  urban  renewal  area. 
"  At  least  this  is  the  im- 
.prcssion  one  gets  when 
talking  to  Back  Bay  busi- 
ness and  civic  officials, 
reading  the  annual  report 
of  the  Back  Bay  Assn.  and 
the  Back '  Bay  Federation 
for  Community  Develop- 
ment, and  talking  with 
Daniel  Ahern,  executive 
director  of  the  latter  two 
Eger^cics. ' 

One  week,  a  proposal  for 
n  30-story  combination 
hotcl-office-thcalcr  com- 
plex for  Ballon  street  was, 
disclosed  by  a  private 
group. 

The  next  week,  word 
leaked  that  the  Prudential 
Center,  which  completed  a 
$250  million  multi-use  de- 
velopment in  the  old  Back 
Bay  railroad  yards,  now 
wants  to  add  another 
major  structure,  a  29- 
story.  4GS-room  hotel. 

And  the  following  week, 
the  John  Hancock  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Co.  di- 
vulged preliminary  explor- 
atory plans  to  save  one  of 
it?  older  eight-story  build- 
in;.;.^  on  Clarendon  street  by 
'icnVickingoff  four  floors, 
rcn^oving  the  interior.=;  and 
<-rcating  new  inner  spaces 
tlia!  could  turn  an  otherwise 
deaii  area  after  5  p.m.  into 
TK  thriving,  active  pcdcslii- 
sn  renter  for  cultural  or 
civil-  activities. 

'J'ho  latter  project,  while 
Frrniin;;ly  undravnatic  as 
))re.'.'iitcd  by  archilfrt.-;  1. 
T.l.  Pel  and  I'aitncrs,  is 
<'oH.  idiMi'd,  aciHiriii;'.;^  to 
Ahern,  "an  inleresting 
fonr.^pi,  till'  ciealion  of  .n 
iini(iii('  and  a  Uoundiu;;   fu- 


Under  the  ''Planned  De- 
velopment Area"  zor.ing 
granted  Hancock  for  ,  its 
GO-story  office  tower  con- 
struction nearby,  the  firm 
agreed  to  raze  the  early 
1900  structure  for  open 
space.  '  But  architects  for 
the  firm,  I.  M.  Pci,  are  con- 
vinced that  the  building  is 
worth  saving  and  "re-  . 
cycled"  into  a  cultural 
block  that  would  prove  far 
more  valuable  than  open 
space,  the  latter  already 
available  in  adjacent  Cop- 
Icy  sq. 

The  city  now  must  study 
the  proposal  to  determine 
whether  it  thinks  it  v.-ants 
the  open  plaza  space  or  a 
center  for  pedestrian  and 
visitor  activity. 

Ahern,  in  reviewing  the 
coi>cept  for  the  Back  Bay 
groups  for  a  recommenda- 
tion to  the  city,  is  highlv 
favorable  of  the  culture 
center  plan.  He  told  the 
Back  Bay  grouns  that  the 
plan  itself  "is  such  an  un- 
usual plan  that  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  explain 
in  conventional  terminolo- 
gy-" 

"Just  as  the  first  munic- 
ipal park  and  the  first 
downtov.-n  theater  were 
remarkable  innovations,  so 
is  this  new  kind  of  indoor- 
outdoor  space  which  Han- 
cock will  create  for  large- 
scale  continuing  events  re- 
lated to  the  arts,  education, 
ecology  and  entertain- 
ment," noted  Ahern. 

Ahern  said  that  the 
Children's  Museum  and 
the  •Massachu.'-etls  Ilorti- 
cultur.il  Society  are  tv.-o  of 
the  institutions  which  v.'iU 
spon.'-or  innovative  pro- 
granis  in  Hancock  pU^cc 
and  that  tllere  would  be 
many  more  activities. 

But  thcie  aic  more  .sub- 
He  innjliealions  for  the  fu- 
ture, according  to  Ah.crii, 
and  it  represents  a  revival 
in  the  li.ick  Bay  of  cuUur.d 
activities  that  eroded  with 
Hie  dcp.irliK-e  of  tlie  Mu- 
."•eum  of  I'"inc  Arts. 

CoiJhy  .Ml.,  itself,  will  he 
an  (.i)en-air  cultural  ccnlcr 
fi.r   .'irt  di.'uhiv.s   and   other 
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shows.     Churcr.es     nearby 
are  active  in  such  pursuits, - 
and  other  fucililics  arc  nu- 
merous. 

The  library's  new  inno- 
vative addition  is  sched- 
uled to  open  soon,  not  as  a 
musty  book  depository  but 
one  where  cultural  pur- 
suits and  activity  will  take 
place. 

'.-'And  w'e'vc  recommend- 
ed to  the  city  that  the 
abandoned  police  station 
on  Boylston  Street  be 
given  to  the  Institute  of 
Contemporary  Arts," 
Ahern  revealed. 

The  same  official  would 
like  to  sec  overall  planning 
activities  getting  underway 
by  the  Boston  e^devclop- 
ment  Authority,  whicn  also 
serves  a"s""Trplanning  board 
that  looks  at  the  total  pic- 
ture rather  than  a  "pro- 
jcctitis"  kind  of  a  thing. 
For  example,  he  noted, 
planning  should  be  in.sti- 
tuicd  to,  in  effect,  create 
pedestrian  walkways  that  ■ 
could  take  visitors  all  the 
way  from  the  emerging 
Christian  Science  Church 
development,  past  the  Pru- 
dential, Copley  sq.,  and 
through  the  Park  Plaza  — 
Park  sq.  Development,  if 
that  jells,  into  downtown 
Boston. 

And  Ahern  recommends 
that  the  BRA  planners 
consider  the  Back  Bay  in 
its  "Prologue  75"  celebra- 
tion pkmning  as  an  excel- 
lent source  for  collecting 
people,  orienting  them  to 
the  city  and  showing  the 
new,  the  future  and  old 
Back  llay. 

Of  ir.micdiatc  concern  to 
the  BU.\  as  a  planning 
board  nie  the  proposals  for 
two  hotels  adjacent  to  the 
Pruder.lial.  Tiic  city  re- 
portedly is  pushing  the 
private  developers  of  the 
Dalton  street  land  to  come 
'  up  wil'i  Komethiug  new. 

The  dcveliipincnt  ;;ioup, 
reprc.M.ilcd  by  Atty.  lUi- 
ddlii!-.  Kass,  reportedly  is 
far  hc'.iind  in  its  develup- 
nuMit  c"iv  tniclioiV  and  city 
offK;.!!--.     nnr.iu     be     con- 


cerned about  getting 
caught  in  an  embarrassing 
situation,  similar  to  what 
occurred  in  Park  sq.  In  the 
latter  spot,  the  city  sold 
land  to  private  developer.^ 
to  make  way  for  a  major 
office  building.  The  project 
never  took  ^ place.  In  the 
Back  Bay  'situation,  the 
city  apparently  sold  the 
old  Boston  Technical  Hig:-. 
School  site  to  developer., 
on  the  basis  of  plans  for 
development  of  tax-pro- 
ducing properties. 

But  thus  far  no  solid 
plan  has  been  forthcoming 
and  the  recent  announce- 
ment found  the  city's  pla:-.- 
ning  and  design  staff  no', 
happy  with  some  of  the 
design  principals  and  tl'c 
developers  not  firmed  up 
financially  to  do  the  proj- 
ect. 

And  ?-1  Pi'udenital  Cc'"'.- 
ter  there  is  no  doubt  abo-.r 
the  insurance  firnVs  ability 
to  finance  a  major  builtiing 
here.  But  planners  may 
think  the  area  could  gct 
too  crowded  with  struc- 
tures, although  there  is  nc 
doubt  about  the  potential 
success  of  another  hotel  v.: 
t  li  e  convention-oriented 
center. 

Ahern,  in  recommenda- 
tions to  his  boards,  sees  the 
need  for  priority  studios  cf 
several  areas  around  th.i.- 
Hancock  area. 

.  One  area  is  the  city- 
owned  St.  JMiics  avenu- 
t^aragc  which,  he  saKi. 
sliould  be  replaced  becau.--. 
of  its  ugliness,  inefficient;, 
and  lack  of  econoir.;. 
value.  A  study- to  dcttr- 
■mine  the  bc.n  possible  u-  . 
possibly  i-eiail.  plus  con'.- 
merciai,  liotel  cultural  ar.- 
rcsidemia!,  .-h.ould  gel  u:' - 
der  way.  lie  rccommendc 
Anotiier  site  is  c.ist  <  . 
the  llanciHl-.,  the  Gii\- 
hound  Bus  Teiniin.d  win. 
cvcntii.dly  will  move  ;■ 
Die  S^'Utii  Statii'ii.  T;,- 
one-.uif  .^:lf■  "i;'  •■>"  ''•■'^^''■■• 
lent    pauci    for    ifdcvcl(>p 
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Continued  from  P^ 

nirnt  for  retail  plus  office, 
hotel  and  residential  use." 

A  third  site  is  the  old 
Arlington-street  armory 
whicli  should  be  preserved 
for  civic,  cultural  uses  and 
might,  include  a  theater 
plus  shops,  Aliern  added. 

Another'  potential  re-_ 
newal  site  is  air  rights  at 
the  Back  Bay  Railroad  sta- 


tion  and  the  air  rights  over 
the  Massachusetts  Turn- 
pike in  Copley  sq.  where 
the  Codman  Co.  and  archi- 
tect Samuel  Glaser  are  at- 
tempting an  elaborate 
large  scale  proposal  that 
includes  2700  condomini- 
um units,  retailing  and 
parking. 

Ahern  thuiks  the  BRA 
should  develop  guidelines 
and  controls  for  tliis  area. 

Another  major  study 
factor  is  transportation. 
The  Green  Line  (Lech- 
mere-Riverside)  is  to  be 
modernized,  "but  v/Ul  not 
really  increase  the  capacity 
in  a  major  v/ay,"  Ahern 
pointed  out. 

"I-Iopefully,  the  C.ange  '' 
Line  (Forest  Hills-Evtr-  | 
ett)  will  be  rerouted  T 
through  this  area  to  pro-  -^, 
vide  major  new  ■  transit 
services  from  downtown 
Boston  to  '  the  Back  Bfiy, 
with  the  key  station  in  the 
Hancock  complex. 

"In  addition,  there  are 
several  possibilities  for  the 
use  of  people  movers  and 
minibuses  between  Copley 
sq.  and  downtov.-n." 

And  with   the   increased 

commercial    developments, 

Ahern    sees    the    need    for 

I   strengthening  another  eco- 

j   no'.nic    level    of    devclojj- 

1   ment  —  the   cultural   and 

\  cnlcrtninmcnt  facilities. 
I 


JUi!  ^ 


1C72 


A 

! 


r.ni'.lan'.l 


LOTS  AaI)  blocks 


"\ 


Ji 


ITT) 


■^■,  ,■''■•■7  /-TD  /  ;/^ 


77       777) 


^■-;> 


£^'u/ 


/ 


/  <<c 


^rpiUiy 


Is  1.lie  Back  Bay  being  slighted  by 
City  Hall  ds  far  as  developing  plans 
for  the  Amcricim  Bicentennial  Cele- 
bration are  concerned? 

If  so,  then  City  Hall  should  start 
thinking  about  including  this  area  as 
a  major  input,  even  if  it  falls  some- 
what short  of  a  200th  birthday  —  or 
so  thinks  Daniel  J.  Ahem,  executive 
director  of  the  Back  Bay  Federation 
of  Community  Development.      . 

Ahern  has  suggested  to  the  city's 
planners  that  the  Federation  be 
given  an  opportunity  to  develop  a 
preliminary  plan  for  Bad:  Bay  par- 
ticipation. 

In  arguments  presented  by  letter 
fo  the  Bo;,ton  Redevelopment  Au- 
thority, Ahern  noted  that  in  1775 
British  troops  mustered  at  the  edge 
of  the  Back  Bay  and  marched  off  tp 
the  battles  of  Lexington  and  Con- 
cord. 

As  an  urban  laboratory,  Ahern 
noted  that  the  Back  Bay  now  has  the 
"largest  contiguous  grouping  of  (ar- 
chitecturally) historic  buildings  in 
the  city,  "created  during  the  five 
generations  after  the  American  Rev- 
olution." 

"Here  on  continuing --display  are 
the  cultural  and  economic  achieve- 
ments of  19th  century  Boston.  We 
believe  for  these  reasons  Back  Bay 
should  have  a  very  prominent  part  in 
Boston's  Bicentennial  Celebration." 
He  sees  the  Back  Bay  helping  to 
serve  as  "Open  House  USA,"  where 
m.illions  of  additional  visitors  to  Bos- 
ton can  be  welcomed,  oriented,  ac- 
commodated and  entertained. 

"No  other  section  of  the  metropo- 
lis has  such  abundant  facilities  for 
thc^c  purposes  as  the-  Back  Bay,"  he 
nolc-d.  "Copley  sf).  is  a  major  gate- 
way to  tl-.o  city  by  auto  or  rail  and 
nv..si  (.f  the  hotels  are  here  with  a 
lugh  percentage  of  restaurants." 

Ahern    would    like    the    BRA    to 

p;ut;c;!.>a!c     financially    in    devclop- 

•:'.cnt  of  a  preliminary  plan   iov  the 

!    nnc'.:    IvTy's    participation.    The-    plan 

'    \'>i'';    te    prepared    by    liio    I'.irk    I'.^y 


Fedci'ation  for  Community  Develop- 
ment. 

The  study,  v.-ith  appropriate  maps 
and  sketches  to  illustrate  key  points, 
would  take  four  months.  It  would 
cover  such  points  as  exhibits  on  the  ^ 
history  of  the  area,  land  fill,  land 
planning,  a  look  into  expansion  cf 
architectural  preservation  prograans 
and  possible  historical  presentations 
in  the  form  of  pageants,  demonstra- 
tions, parades  and  dramatic  events 
using  both  indoor  and  outdoor  loca- 
tions. 

The  study  would  include  a  look 
into  improved  transit  and  pedestriar. 
access,  and  establishment  of  one  or 
more  "reception-perception"  centers 
to  orient  visitors. 

With  plans  under  v-/ay,  Aherii 
said  the  area  by  1976  "will  offer  new 
and  exciting  models  of  .  urban 
achievement  and  this  can  well  be  the 
core  of  Boston's  'Horizons'  program." 
■  The  ".rea  fuK-l^s  "the-  concent  c' 
the  multipurpose  inner  core  v.diere 
■housing,  employmient,  entertainmrnt 
and  social  functions  are  successfully 
intermitted.  This  is  a  day  and  nigh", 
city  area  with  great  cultin-al  excite- 
ment and  with  deep  educational  re- 
sources." 


A  recommendation  to  have  f. 
Greek-American  group  develop  ;; 
24-story  apartment-restaurant-officr 
building  alongside  the  Hotel  Brad- 
ford was  tabled  for  a  third  time  la.~- 
week  by  the  BRA. 

Initiating  the  first  two  delays  was 
board  member  James  G.  Colbert.  A* 
last    Thursday's    meeting,    the    itcr.i 
-  did  not  even  appear  on  the  agcnd;=- 
so  it  will  .now  be  held  up  anothc.- 
two    weeks.    But    renewal    direclf 
Robert   T.   Kenney,    in   attempts   t 
lake  the  heat  off  Colbert,  said  th 
delays  had  his  concurrence.'  As  re- 
ported earlier,  pressure  from  ownc: 
of  the  Hotel  Bradford  was  cited  as  .^ 
reason    for   the   delay.   Kcnncy   sai  " 
he     was     attempting    to    work    oy- 
h     solution     that     would     give     t' 
Bradford     ncccss    to    much,  need.', 

LOTS         Continued  next  p 
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Should  pre.-ervationisls  suddenly 
get  alarmed  over  the  activity  now- 
going  on  in  the  Fnr.euil  Hall-North- 
South  Market  Streets  aica,  the  con- 
struct'ons  workers  s-rc  not  demolish- 
ing the  mid-lOth  century  building's 
■ —  v/ith  the  exception,  perhaps,  of 
several  non-original  structures. 

Work  officially  got  under  way  on 
the  restoration  of  the  rows  of  two 
and  three-story  structures  last  week 
under  a  $2.2  million  grant  from  the 
Department  of  housing  and  urban 
Development. 

The  initial  work  being  .done  \>y 
Falzarano  Construction  Co.  of  Read- 
ing consists  of  stripping  facades  from 
seven  buildings  and  removing  10 
roofs  so  that  the  original  roofline  of 
the  43  buildings  can  be  restored.  The 
work  will  involve  only  exteriors. 
Later,  developers  will  be  picked  to 
develop  the  interior  s-pace  for  com- 
mercial-retail uses.  .  .  ^ 


\ 


The  recent  decision  by  the  city's 
renewal  agency  to  turn  over  aban- 
doned Police  Statirn  IC  on  BoyJ.sion 
Street  opposite  the  Prudential  Center 
to  the  Institute  of  Contemporary  Art 
is  being  hailed  by  the  Back  Bay 
Assn.  which  sees  more  plans  in  the 
works  for  strengthening  cultural  in-  . 
Etitutional  growth  in  the  Back  Bay. 

The  BBA  was  instrumental  in 
getting  parlies  together  to  assure  the 
ICA  move.  Originally,  the  police  sta- 
tion and  the  fire  station  were  sched- 
uled to  be  demolished  and  the  site 
turned  over  to  commercial  develop- 
ers. The  Bostan  Kcdcvclopment  Au- 
thority, partly  on  advice  of  its  Back. 
Bay  Task  Force  in  1.^70,  decided  to 
save  the  two  buildings. 

Accord'ng  to  the  BB,^,  the  move 
of  IC.-\  will  strrntken  the  area  as  a 
center  of  arts  and  architecture,  "and 
we  can  expect  ot.'icr  instilvtions,  gal- 
leries and  finns  in  tlic  arts  to  gravi- 
tate in  this  direction." 

Now  BB.A.  has  its  sigh.ts  set  on 
further  cultural  activity.  It  is  push- 
ing for  John  IIancoc!:'s  plan  to  turn 
its  existing  low-rise  building  into  the 
unusual  "Pavilioii  Building"  or  cul- 


tural hall  wliich  the  insurance  co: 
pany's  architect,  I.  M.  Pei,  has  re 
ornmended  rather  than  raze 
structure.  • 

According  to  BBA,  current  pl  = 
call  for  the  Boston  Children's  V. 
seum  to  bo  relocated  here  from  i 
maica  Plain;  botanic  gai-dons  wiii 
developed  by  the  Massachusetts  Ko 
ticultural  Society,  and  other  tenar 
would  include  the  Boston  Center  i 
Adult  Education  and  other  attrs 
tions. 

BBA  also  is  trj-ing  to  "match  mtj 
number  of  old  and  underutilir; 
Back-  Bay  buildings  v.ith  functic: 
which  it  considers  to  be  desirable  f> 
the  area." 

.'The  BBA  has  i-ecommended  tk: 
the  BRA  studi'  the  possibility  of  ccr 
verting  the  Back  Bay  Eaihvay  St; 
tion  into  a  dinner-theater  and  a: 
joining  New  England  Crafts  Center. 

BBA  notes  that  shortly  two  ima; 
inative  restaiu'anteurs  will  open 
gourmer  restaurant  on  -Glcucest: 
street  with  an  unusual  cuisine  "ar. 
chamber  music"  to  add  to  the  cultu: 
ai  life. ' 


Daniel  Rose,  of  Rose  Assc-ciate 
whicl-i  .co-developed  the  Keystor 
buildiftg,'  and  who  is  active  in  son 
major  development  proposals  her: 
thinks  that  service  industries  wi 
give  "much  more  realistic  hope  fc 
expansion  of  the  Boston  economy  : 
.the  decade  ahead  than  production  in 
dustries." 

"Mutual  fund  management  an 
servicing,  banking,  insurance,  healt 
services,  entertainment  and  tourisn 
engineering,  government  function 
lav.-,  education  and  a  host  of  othc 
'white-collar'  activities  would  appe." 
to  be  destined  to  play  an  evcr-ir. 
creasing  role  in  the  Boston  econon;~ 
while  'blue-collar'  activity  sec:v 
fated  either  to  atrophy  or  incren? 
only  by  dint  of  herculean  effort. 
noted  Rose  in  a  letter  to  tl-ie  Ne^ 
Englander  magazine. 

The  magazine  ran  an  article  b. 
James  Howell  on  "Restoring  Boston' 
Economic    Health,"    in    which    t;-. 
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writer  indicated  faith  in  the  growth 
of  production  industries. 

Rose  suggests  that  more  time,  ef- 
fort and  study  be  devoted  to  capital- 
izing on  Boston's  "very  real  white- 
collar  advantages  (and  to  helping 
promote  Boston  as  a  'home  office' 
and  service  center)  than  is  being 
done  at  present- 


"This  need  not  in  any  way  lessen 
the  drive  for  industrial  develop- 
ment," added  Rose. 

"There  are  those — and  I  am 
among  them— wb.o  feel  sui'e  that  one 
dollar  wisely  spent  promoting  office 
and  service  jobs  in  Boston  would  be 
more  productive  than  tv.-o  spent  on 
efforts  to  attract  heavy  industry,  but 
in  any  case,  let's  devote  our  brains, 
and  money  to  both,"  suggested  Rose. 

Among  recent  studies  and  sur- 
veys commissioned  by  the  BRA  as  a 


planning  board,  one  by  the  Univer- 
sity of  Massacliusetts  is  on  apartrner/ 
and  condominium  dv.-ellers,  "iii- 
tonded  to  reveal  the  social,  economi-. 
and  other  characteristics  of  the 
households  ^vhicil  choose  to  live  ir. 
the  central  city. 

Samples  will  be  drawn  from  resi- 
dents of  the  newer  apartments  an'; 
condominiums  in  Boston  and  a  sma"! 
sampling  also  taken  from  condomini- 
ums outside  the  city. 

Anthony  J.  Yudii 
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by  Paul  Burton  ■  v^ 
The  Boston  l^iedcvelop- 
mcnt  Authority  a r.a"  the  In- 
stitute t)f  Contemporary 
Arts  have  reached  an  agree- 
ment concerning  U'.e  use  of 


MUSEUM  on  RESTAURANT? 

the  former  police  station  on 
Boylslon  Street. 

The  institute  and  ERA 
conducted  discussions  up  to 
last  Tuesday  and  all  sys- 
tems are  "go"  as  the  Insti- 
tute will  use  tl'.e  upper  floors 
of  the  four-sto;y  structure 
plus  about  h.ilf  of  ground 
level.  The  rest  of  the  first 
floor  v.ill  contain  a  res:;!ur- 
ant  aiiil  the  15R A  h.js  already 
advertised  for  rostauran- 
tours. 

Andrew  C.  Hyde,  dinctor 
of  the  ICA.  s.iul  that  the  In- 
stitute will  bci;in  pl.inninj^ 
for  construction  by  Oct   Ifi. 

"Thincs       are       lookinp 


pretty  good,"  related  Hyde. 
"At  the  meeting  we  over- 
came a  number  of  hurdles. 
Nothing  concrete  will  begin 
until  the  middle  of  October, 
but  it's  safe  to  .say  that  the 
Institute  and  the  city  have 
reached  final  airrcements." 

The  main  area  of  disa- 
greement in  the  last  few- 
weeks  was  the  restaurant 
idea  put  in  by  the  Redevel- 
opment Authority.  The  orig- 
inal idea  of  the  ICA  was  to 
acquire  a  lease  for  the 
v.-holc  building,  but  last 
August  the  BHA  showed  its 
initial  interest  in  the  res- 
taurant plan. 

"We  were  first  thin>;ing  of 
installing  a  restaurant  un- 
der our  own  guidance,  but 
we  don't  want  to  be  in  the 
restaurant  business.  The 
BRA  then  picked  up  the  idea 
and  pursued  it  on  its  own.  I 
think  they've  taken  a  rea- 
sonable part  of  the  buildi- 
ng" 

Joseph   Berlandi.   project 

director  of  Fenway  Urban 
Renew?!,  noted  the  re'^taiir- 
ant  will  occupy  l.CCO-1400 
square  feet  of  the  first  floor 
surface,  which  occupies 
about  3,0a3  square  feet. 

"There  are  several  sm.all 
restaurants  like  the  one  we 
want  in  the  city  and  many  of 
them  are  eNccllen'."  re- 
marked Berlandi. 

November  1  is  the  approx- 
imate dale  by  which  the 
BRA  will  decide  upon  its 
choice  of  rcstauranteur.  The 
advertisement.  released 
last  Sunday,  staled  that  bids 
will  be  accepted  until  Octo- 
ber 2C.  If  the  restaurant  idea 
falls  through,  then  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  wh.olc  building 
will  be  leased  to  ICA. 

The  institute  plans  to 
spend  a  half  million  doll.irs 
in  the  redevelopment  of  the 
site,  which  for  years  oper- 
ated as  the  Back  Bay  Roliro 
Station  16.  The  Static:-, 
closed  down  in  November. 
19154.  and  a  substation  ad- 
joining the  site  now  exists  as 
a  part  of  Station -1. 

At  the  corner  of  .Boylsti';-; 
and  Hereford  Streets  is  .i 
recently  reniodiled  l-iti 
Station.  Ladder  15  and  Kn- 
pine  33 

l'ro]<'Ct  Architect  I5ol«e;t 

Kroin  of   the   IMvA   point..! 

nut  that  a  resl.iur.int  in  tl  ■ 

area  is.i  oarl  of  ihe  Fonw.!'. 

ICoi.liiiunl  vn  PJ9V  ^•"'> 
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in  ex-Police 
station  Oked 

(Continued  from  P /•jgJtucr') 

Urban  Renewal  Plan.  •■\Vo 
want  to  see  the  builtiir.j 
used  year-round,  and  the 
ICA  is  open  only  on  certain 
months  of  the  year,"  noted 
Kroin. 

Robert  Kenney,  BRA 
director,  staled  that  a  studv 
of  the  ICA  plans  showed  that 
they  do  not  need  the  whole 
building,  and  a  restaurant 
"would  bring  more  activity 
into  the  rather  lifeless  end 
of  Boylston  St."'  isec  Ken- 
ney's  letter  to  The  Ledger 
on  the  Editorial  Page). 

Louis  Kane,  chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 
Institute,  said  a  few  weeks 
earlier  that  the  ICA  would 
withdraw  its  application  if 
too  much  restaurant  space 
were  taken  up.  All  sides. 
however,  appeared  satisfied 
at  the  current  terms. 

"If  the  conditions  are  sat- 
isfactory with  ICA.  they  are 
all  right  with  us."  stressed 
Ahern.  "  Our  plan  was  to 
.  help  ICA  into  the  building 
and  use  it  for  their  purposes. 
If  the  restaurant  plan  is 
acceptable  with  them,  then 
we  do.n't  mind  at  ail". 

Ahern  earlier  had  opposed 
the  restaurant's  location  in 
the  building,  and  charged 
■the  BRA  with  "poor  com- 
munication in  the  matter." 
The  ERA  director  pointed 
out  that  the  problems  aris- 
ing with  BRA.  ICA,  and 
BB.'^  began  in  the  last  month 
and  until  then,  talks  had  in- 
dicated that  things  were 
going  "basically  well." 
Also,  he  stated,  all  the 
neighborhood  groups  in  the 
Back  Bay  favored  use  of  the 
structure  by  the  IC.^. 

The  ICA  does  not  have  a 
permanent  office  currently, 
although  such  sites  as  the 
Quincy  Markets  and  the 
Parkman  House  have  been 
used  in  the  p.ist.  The  Insti- 
tute also  at  one  time  owned 
the  building  along  the 
Charle.s  River  in  Bnphton 
which  'is  now  owned  by  the 
MDC  and  used  by  the  Pub- 
^lick  Theater. 
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UBJECT  /  Beacon  Hill   Civic  Association,  Traffic  Study 

/  '  ■  ■ 

"/  Last  Friday  I  attended  a  ir^eeting  at  CorTimissioner  Noonan's  office 

Boston  Traffic  Department.  Present  at  the  meeting, 

Civic  Association  v;as  Alden  Griffin  of  the  Traffic 

Planning  Committee  and  Ken 
Schaeffer  an  emplovee  of  the  Beacon  Hill  Civic  Association.  ^  Also 
present  was  Paul  Doherty,  chief  of  the  Capital  Police  for  the  State  of 
Massachusetts. 


of  the  City  o1 

from  the  Beacon  Hi! 

and  Planning  Committee,  Tad  Stahl  of  th? 


The  major  results  of  this  meeting  were  that  the  BRA  plans  which  were 
proposed  two  years  ago,  based  on  a  one-way  feeder  system  from  Bowdoin 
Street  out  to  Beacon  Street  were  rejected  because  of  continued  construction 
on  the  Hill  which  would  result  in  undue  congestion  if  the  plans  were_ 
enacted.  All  agreed  that  once  construction  ends  a  new  traffic  solution 
should  be  instituted  which  would  be  based  upon  a  comprehensive  study  to 
be  done  by  a  new  parking  commission  which  will  be  appointed  soon. 

Therefore,  I  believe  the  problem  which  they  presented  to  us  at  the  meeting 
of  October  13  is  out  of  our  hands  until  the  new  Study  Commission  has 
been  appointed  and  we  can  determine  our  role  in  the  com.mission. 

Ce/10  '• 


cc:  Phil  Zeigler 

Director  of  Planning 


^7.i^--;y 


^■-^ 


Mr.  Ken  Sr.affer 

Hill    ilCllSD 

74  Joy  Street  .  . 

Boston,  Kassschusetts 

Daar  I'r.  Shaffer: 

This  letter  Is  to  confirm  our  phone  conversation  of  January  29,  1972.     At  this 
tira  wa  discussed  the  procedure  for  tlie  Beacon  Hill  Association  to. receive 
notice  of  Board  of  Appeals  hearinns.     As  I  stated,  Joe. '.'ailing  of  the  B.R.A. 
Zoning  Staff  v/ill   foivard  nil  Uo3.rd  of  Appeal  zoning  referral  notices  v/ithin 
the  Deacon  Hill  district,  to  you  at  Hill  Houses     It  will   t!',cn  be  your  respon- 
sibility to  inform  appropriate  irsrr.bers  of  tiio  Beacon  Hill   Civic  Association. 

I  am  confident  that  this  arrangement  vnll  provide  you  sufficient  time  to  pre- 
pare yourself  for  the  Board  of  Appeal   hearina  in  that  there  is  generally 
a  three  nanth  delay  betv/een  the  B.R.A,  review  and  the  hearing  date. 

Sincerely  yours » 


Laurence  Koff 
District  Planner 

Eo/9 

cc:  M.  Wennlger,  J.  Walling,  T.  Stahl 


cc:  Philip  Zeigler 

Director  of  Planning 
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JBJECT     Beacon  Hill    Civic  Association  '".eating  of  '.■.'ednesday  Evening,  September  27      y 


Two  nights   ago   I  ir.et  with  the  Beacon  Hill   Civic  Association  Planning 
Committee  chaired  by  Ted  Stahl^.     There  were  a  number  of  items  on  their 
agenda  to  which  the' corn^ittee  addressed  itself: 

~ 1.     Beacon  Hill   Civic  Association  is  strongly  against  Park 

Plaza  Project  and  is   in  the  process  of  drafting  a  letter 
requesting  that  the  developers   and  the  BRA  present  the 
proposal   to  the  Beacon  Civic  Association  as  has  been  done 
for  the  Bay  Villace  and  the  Back  Bay  comunities.     They 
also  want  to  get  in  touch  with  Miles  Mahoney'  again  to 
reinforce  their  feelings  against  the  project. 

2.     The  requested  variance  of  Anthony  Wine  to  permit  a 

restaurant  in  a  residential   district  has  gotten  preliminary 
approval   from  the' Cor.mittee.     The  Architectural   Corrmission 
of  the  EHCA  has  met  with  Mr.   Wine  and  has   demanded  certain 
nrciiitectural    details   from  him. 


4. 


3.     The  Association  would  like  to  get  the  notices  of  variances 


or  any  zoning  chances   from  the  BRA  as  soon  as  possible  since 
they  receive  theirs  a  full   month  after  we  receive  ours. 

The  North  Terminal   Study  by  Alan  Yorhees  was  discusse'd.     The 
Association  is  presently  studying  the  several   alternatives 
and  will   report  back  to  Vorhees  and  their  study  corrmittee 
in  the  near  future. 


Plans  for  Cambridge  Street, 
presentation  of  the  work  tha 
ment  Corporation  has  done  to 
his  presentation  was  that  Ca 
a  major  development  area  wit 
in  fact,  cater  to  the  needs 
tional  uses  of  Massachusetts 
imnediate  vicinity.  With  th 
'are  tiiat  high-rise  oevelcpme 
that  area;  however,  that  hou 
would  be  a  definite  possibil 


Ted  Stahl    gave  an  informal 
t  the  Cambridge  Street  Develop- 

date.     The  major  stress  of 
m.bridce  Street  would  not  be 
hin  tiie  city;   that  it  would, 
of  Beacon  Hill   and  the  institu- 

General   Hospital    in  the 
at  in  mind-,   some  of  the  criteria 
nt  would  he  inappropriate  for 
sing  along  Cambridge  Street 
ity. 


6.     Regarding  the  Massachusetts  General   Hospital,  they  questioned 
\'ay  an  existing  two-lane   approach  to  the  hospital  was  being 
widened  to  I'cjr  lanes  by  tlve  city.     The  felt  that  the  existing 
landscaping  which  Massachusetts  General   Hospital   has   just 
completed  would  be  destroyed  by  the  City's   action. 


7. 


They  expressed  apprehension 
personnel  for  the  Beacon  Hi 
BRA  to  initiate  scire  type  o 
to  coordinate  in  witii  the  C 
indicated  to  them  that  this 
of  the  master  planning  effo 
prograni  and  that  it  would  p 
hov/ever,  were  reluctant  to 
they  have  always  been  on  th 
anticipate  tirriing  to  fit  in 
Street  wherein  they  envisic 
a  year.  In  suniTiary  of  this 
a  district  planner  assigned 
Mr.    Kenney's   promise  at  a  p 


about  the  chance  in  planning 
11   area  and  have  requested  the 
f  open  space  and  housing  study 
aiT.bridge  STreet  Study.     I 

type  of  study  would  be  part 
rt  by  the  district  planning 
robably  initiate  shortly.     They, 
agree  with  ire  as  they  felt  that 
e  "back  burners"  and  did  not 

with  their  timing  for  Cambridge 
n  going  to  City  Council  within 

item,   they  would  like  to  have 

to  them  in  accordance  with 
ast  meeting. 


They  feel    that  Jim  Wilson's   report  is   a  good  starting 
point  but.  feel    that  it  should  draw  some  conclusions  and 
would  like  someone  to  finish  his   study. 


Mr.   Stahl    and  Bernie  Borman  would 
Post  concerning  BRA's  involvem.ent 


like  to  meet  with  Eli 
in  the  area.     Their 


primary  concern  with  m^aeting  with  v\Y.   Post  is  to  simply 
meet  and  inform  him  of  the  Beacon  Hill   Civic  Association' 
needs . 


At/6 

cc:     Philip  Zeigler 


Ncv,- 
r.n;J:in'1 
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TremeEdoMS  talent 
on  BeacoEi  Hiil 
ling  to  work  /„  / 


New  officers  were  elected  and 
by-law  revisions  approved  at  a  spe- 
cial annual  meeting  attended  by 
approximately  100  members  of  the 
Beacon  Hill  Civic  Association,  June 
1. 

Bernard  Herman  was  installed  as 
the  president  and  Roger  A.  Moore 
accepted  the  newly-created  post  of 
Chairman  of  the  Board. 

Several  questions  were  raised 
from  the  floor  by  Ms.  Sue  Bender 
who  inquired  about  open  meetings  of 
the  Nominating  Committee  and  the 
distribution  of  funds  being  raised 
jointly  by  Hill  House  and  the  BHCA. 

Borman,  who  previously  served  as 
executive  vice  president  of  the  Civic 
Association,  gave  a  resume  of  the 
past  year's  accomplishments,  aided 


■  by  several  committee  chairmen. 

He  stressed  that  several  comrr. 
tees  are  in  search  of  new  membc-| 
including  the  Mental  Healih  Coiic 
mittee,  lieadcd  by  Claude  Lancorr.; 
The  Clean-up  Committee  neejj 
block  captains.  (A  block  captaia 
not  necessarily  limited  to  his  ov 
"block,  it  vv'as  explained.) 

In  ansv/er  to  the  question  on  op 
meetings  of  the  nominating  cornrn 
tee,  Borman  said  the  chairman  h: 
invited  "certain  people  to  attend 
and  had  sent  out  questionnaires. 

"The  Board  of  Directors  has  : 
tcred- procedure  of  a  year  or  t^ 
ago,"  Borman  said.  "There  is  .' 
sense  in  creating  artific; 
fights. ..then  well  known  rather  tr. 
(Contini/^d  on  F.iaoay-- 
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Beacon  Hill  group  seeks  Snif oik  ckfds 


The  Beacon  Hill  Civic 
Assn.  lias  ih'.rr.tcncd  Suf- 
folk University  v/ith  court 
action  if  the  school  docs 
not  abide  by  certain  regu- 
lations in  its  proposed  pur- 
chase of  a  building  in  the 
area. 

At  a  recent  hearing  be- 
fore the  city's  zoning  board 
of  appeal,  Bernard  Bor- 
man,  association  president, 
said  his  organization  has 
suggested  10  conditions  for 
consideration  in  the  law 
school's  purchase  of  the 
structure  at  42-46  Hancock 

St. 

Iiicludcd   in  the   recom- 


mendations was  a  provi- 
sion that  all  exterior  reno- 
vation of  the  building  be 
subject  to  design  approval 
by  the  Boston  Redevelop- 
ment Authority. 

Borman  said  the  civic 
■  group  v.'as  very  concerned  ■ 
about  the  possible  influx  of 
students  living  iu  the  Bea- 
con Hill  area  as  a  result  of 
Suffolk's  expansion. 

He  said  the  group  does 
not  want  the  students  liv- 
ing on  property  "currently 
occupied  by  r-^sidents."  He 


said  an  influ:: 


of  studtnts 


would  result  in  landlords 


"pushing  up  rents"  of  the 
residents. 

The  civic  association  also 
wants  Suffolk  to  promise 
them  that  "students  would 
never  live  in  the  nieghbor- 
hood,"  although  the  ap- 
peals board  said  it  "can": 
tell  students  where  to 
live." 

Borman  said  that,  if  nec- 
essary, they  will  take  tr.-:. 
Suffolk  purchase  to  couri. 
"Wc  have  no  money,  but  i: 
we  have  to,  we  v.-ill.  I  ho.-:; 
we  don't  have  to."  E-' 
added:  "It's  the  same  oi; 
'town  and  gown'  argr.- 
ment." 
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A. 


:r breaking  ceremonies 
g.e  this  v.eek  for  Misii- 
Ijrk,  a  moderate  In- 
"lusing  development, 
.iacre  site,  located  be- 
I  therford  Avenue  and 
fic-cf,  Is  part  of  the 
sr.vn    Urban   Renewal 

|jiS;i?!ed  by  the  BRA. 

1 7  miilion  projccL  '.sill 

;  f   19   separate   two, 

£d    four   story   build- 

tair.ing  a  total  of  337 
nprised  of  one,   f.vo 
id     four    bcdrcnms. 
'■]r\  Park  will  also  co.n- 

U"ommunity  Building 
by  the  residents, 
■  'ound  parking,  play- 
'■  open  spaces,  set- 
I  planting  areas,  and 
Ir  eight  sm.all  sh^ps. 
";  along  Main  Street. 

i!:ngs  v,-i!l  be  of  wood  .  -  -    ■  ( 

'k  constrjrtlon  in  Group  Association  was  in-  I 
■vith  the  areas  exist-  volvcd  from  the  inception  of  \ 
tho  project,  wfrkir.g  as  ad- 
visors en  ti'.e  developing  and 
fJe.-jgning  '  of  th.o  buildings,  ' 
v.itli  tho  Charles' ■v.-n  liistori-  ( 
cal  .Sccieiy  invnived  in  all  . 
archiicctiiral  clia.-gcs. 
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MiSHAVVUiM  PACK  apartments  will  be  connected  by  private  v^alks  and  galleries 


J 


Itecture. 


"ill  be  titerconnected 
p  £.=  l!erics  of  wnik- 
Idestrian  b  r  I  d  f:  es, 
'i  streets  serving  only 
■n  Park.' 


The    dcvclopir.ont    will    be 
privately  o.v-.cd  hy  .Mishav.'u.m     ' 
P.irk  As.sc-:i.;tes  a.".d  will  ho    J 
.".-anagcd   and   leaded   h.y   the 
Codrnan     M  ■:,■■.;;:■.> nieiU     £<'ir,\- 
panv.  Occ'.:p,'i:\v  is  set  to  he-     • 
Charlestov>n     Citizen     i:in'jn  late  0:\^:::  c\  VT.i. 


Construction  will  ba 
■ral  contractor  w;:h 
ion     financing     pro- 

the  Ciiaso  Mar.hat- 

of  Xcw  York. 
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PAUL  REVERE  FAVORITE,  the  1760  Warren  Tavern  in  Charlestown,  has 
saved  from  ricnolition  and  will  be  part  of   restoration   project   in   the  Thorn 
square  area.   At  left  is-the  1784  Benjamin  Thompson  House.    Project  Vv'ill 
March  30.  "         '  .     . 


been 
pson 
open 


ChatlesfQwn  Resfo 
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By  ROBERT  F.  HANN.AN 

■  Mrs.  Kalhryn  While  ycslcr- 
day  went  back  to  licr  old 
nei(;hl")orliooci  to  see  a  unique 
program  for  rehabilitating  five^ 
historic  Chnrlcslown  buildings 
— one  of  Ihem  a  favorite  tav- 
ern of  Paul  Revere. 
The  Th^-^^'^^^  T''''^'^"!ci.. 'X'-'-.T 

residential  aiid  oitice  occu- 
pancy near  Thompson  Square 
March  30.  It  will  he  billed  as 
"a  miniature  of  Old  Charles- 
town." 

From  the  179t  )5cnjani!n 
Tlio.T.psnn  House,  at  119  Main 
St.,  the  mayor's  wife  looked 
out  ancient  windows  to  the  re- 
habilitated slrut'turc  on  War- 
ren street  where  "we  used  to 
get  r.'ihc,  peaniiis  and  cr.ips." 
'  Ka!hv\n  Calvin  V.'hiic  looked 
two  houses  faril'.cr  tlov. n  lu 
Monument  avenue  wlicrc  ,^lie 
prew  up. 

sl(ir.!;;o:i  i>  a  Sl!i.d,t'i-(  pinji-it 
ii)ulcria!;eii  nn  a  ^  per  cent  In.m 
by  .lames  .\d.im'.,  a  ("h.iile-^- 
|(i>', n  u-si'ler.t  and  pirideiii  df 
llie  CI-. -lies  ]1evel('p;iii  at  Cor- 
poniiirin. 


the  Warren  Tavern,  a  dilapi- 
.  dated  structure  used  for  stor- 
age and  recognized  as  Charle;- 
town'.s  oldest  remaining  struc- 
ture, it  was  built  in  17SC1  aticr 
the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill  had 
seen  the  British  burn  the  en- 
tire town.  The  Tavern  was  one 
of  Revere's  favorite  refresh- 
ment .stops. 

The  Warren  Tavern,  along 
v.'ith  Benjamin  Thompson 
Jlouse,.  Timothy  Tho.-npson 
House,  Round  Corner  House 
and  adjoining  .^rmstro.-c 
House  were  slated  for  dcnio!-- 
lion  in  il;c  original  Charlestov.n 
urban  renewal  plan. 

Efforts  of  ilie  ncwly-formci 
Charlestown  Preservation  Se- 
cfciy  clianged  pl:in=;  after  t«" 
other  hi<:oric  structiu'cs  were 
levelled  for  Ib.e   renewal  pro- 


gram    at  rordir;.'; 


la    Socicf. 


I^rcsirient  Orcn  '.n'Clrary. 

In  the  nenj.imin  Tliomp?-- 
HoiNO,  .Mrs.  Uliiie  insprcif'i 
a  strip  of  li!ii'^  u.'dlp.iper  ma.';- 
in  JMiitl.u'.d  ;di.ini  ]".(]  n:;.'. 
pii  luiing  ll.i'a:u,:rr,  ,-inil  bii.; 
ha  I  lis. 


1     Tin:   rrn.uTT  will  sn-e 


TWO  sTiu:crri;i.>:  wiir 

run  iniilrd  In  nvilrli  llic  Inn!'.' 
iiips  niul  I'l^  In  for  ;ipiirlmcn:- 
Rcni';  will  lie  in  llic  mndcr;-.'-' 
tn  middle  incnir.e  T?.nr\c.  1-- 
Ihan  luxury  l?vcls  in  oth-- 
parts  of  Eosloii,  Adams  sni-: 

In  nddilion,  n  new  strucfu" 
behind  liic  Warren  Tavern  ■.  ■- 
house  a  resiaurunt. 

Near   Thompfon   Square, 
liquor  store  with  garish  si;:r. 
will  lie  redone  by  tliat  owner  i 
complement     the    restorat:" 
landscaping. 

The  entire  development  i=  : 
the  shadow  of  [he  Charlcstov 
"EI,"  slated  for  demoliti: 
Bunker  Hill  Day,  June  17,  19:' 
This  will  open  the  area  ': 
further  development. 

McCreary  said  interest  h" 
been  kindled  in  I'cstoring  i: 
nearby  1S22  Nathaniel  Au:i; 
House,  only  free-standing  bn; 
building  in  Boston.  Stones  f: 
the  structure  were  brouc' 
from  Outer  Brewster  Island. 
U— -v; 
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AIICHITECT'S  VS£\7  —  The  Thompwn  Trictngls  rohcsbilita- 
tion  pTicctln  fho  Chariesiown  uibcn  renewal  area  i«- 
volvcs  five  historic  buildings  plus  now  construcHon  to  pro- 
vide opnrtmsnts  plus  ;;>me  Cf^mmcrcic!  '.pnce 
-Shown  in  the  architect's  drawing  cf  the  compSot 
opment    ore:    (ctockv/i-a    from    l-'il    «i.^    VVarrci 


pSofed  dsvel- 

opment    ore:    (c!ockv.'i-3    from    leii)    ii^.o    Warren   Tavern 
vvifh  newly  constructed  addition,  fha  Eenpmm  Thcmp- 


Thompson  Sq.-are  is  to  sha  upper  fv3'};.  -   ■      .,  . 
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Boston  Redrvdopmcnt  Au- 
Ihorily  I  BRA'  Director  Robert 
T.  Kc'nncy  and  Mrs.  Kevin  II. 
•White  !tiis  we*k  in<;peclcd  rclis- 
biliUtion  work  now  undenvay 
on  five  h'.slorir  Char)eslo-An 
slrurturcs  kr..-.\vr.  as  Thompson 


Square  Triangle,  The  buildin-s 
include  cue  of  Paul  Revore's 
.favorite  taverns  and  the  homes 
•A  former  mayors  of  Boston 
andClinrlcslov.-n. 

James    ^dams.    a   Charles- 
town  resident,  aiui  president  of 


alive  I 

-    Charlestown  Development 

Corporation  (CDC),  developer 
for  Thompson  Triangle,  con- 
ducte<j  the  inspection  tour. 
Mrs.  White  is  a  native  of 
CUar'estovvn. 

CDC    recently    received    a_ 


Gharlestpwii  ■" 


Fcder.il  Section  312  rehab: 
tion  loan  of  nearly  i..5i,i-- 
fii-.ince  the  work.  This  is 
largest    single    amount  ^ 
approved  fay  the  Federe. 

■  ernmcnt  for  housing  rcha. . 

:.{  '/ (Co niiniip :;';f£ PryTt-- 
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(Cont!r:!;c(i[ioiL(t_*a;-.t;^Onc) 

tion  under  tliis  prOi^rum  in  Bos- 
ton. 

Ooiindnrics  of  the  project 
arc  V/arron,  FMcaxnit  nnd  Main 
streets  in  tiu-  Cliarlcstown  ur- 
ban renewal  .-rca. 

The  Thompson  TrJan.f;lc  de- 
velopir.cnt  includes  the  Benja- 
min Thompson  House,  Timothy 
Thompson  House,  Round  Cor- 
;  ncr  House,  Armstrong  House, 
and  the  Warren  Tavern.  End 
result  of  tiie  rehabilitation  will 
be  12  rental  apartments  within 
the  historic  structures  plus 
three  ground  floor  commercial 
or  office  spaces. 

Also  planner!  is  construction 
to  provide  nine  or  ten  addi- 
tional apartments  in  Iv.'O  new 
buildings  that:  will  oecome  an 
integral  part  of  Lhe  comple.:. 

BfxA  Director  Konney  said, 

"the  BRA  believes  that  every 

■'  effort  must  be  made  in  this  city 

~    to  preserve  fiistoric  structures, 

■  buildings  of  architectural  sig- 
nificance, and  even  v/hole 
areas  that  are  important  to  the 
scale  or  history  of  Boston. 

"These  five  buildings,"  he 
'•  continued,   "which  date  from 
•   the  Late  ICth  and  early  lEth  cen- 
turies,  have  both  historic  and 
architectural  value  not  only  to 
the  residents  of  Charlestown, 
'  but  to  th2  rest  of  the  city  as 
well.     Cl^arbstown     Develop- 
ment Corporntion   has   under- 
taken  a    unique   and   e>;citing 
project    that    will   save    these 
structures   for  future   genera- 
tions, and  at  the  same  time  in- 
crease. Charlestov.'n's  housing 
'.   supply." 
'       Adams        described        the 

■  Thompson  Triangle  as  a  "mini- 
ature of  old  Charlcstown." 

"Wo  arc  preserving  and  res- 
'toring  the  architectural  details 
of  the  buildings  inside  and  out 

-■  while  adajding  them  to  modern 
safety  and  living  standards," 
he  said.  "We  plan  to  landscape 
the  outdoor  areas  as  they  would 
have  been  around  17C0,  with  li- 

.  lac  bushes,   which  were   very 

■  popular  at  the  time,  brick  pav- 
ing and  ga.s  lights." 

Thompson  .Street  will  be  dis- 
continued by  tlie  city  nnd  a 
pcdcstiian  way  built  in  its 
place.  A  pl.Tque  en  oach  build- 
ing will  toll  its  history  and 
something  of  its  architecture, 
Adams  added. 

The  five  buiKiings  were  orig- 
inally slated  for  demolition 
iiiiilcr  the  Ch.irlcslown  urban 
renew. il  jil.in  The  Cliarlestown 
Prescrwitioa  Society,  however, 
v.liicli  v.as  formed  in  I'.uJG  to 
.save  signific.int  structures  .'ind 
onroiir.i;;c  tl^'ir  rcstoratiim, 
suc'cfeilcil  in  tonviiuing  the 
1U{:\  (if  Ilk-  liis!(iric  ■.-ucliid'c- 
liii.il  IT''!  lis  <if  ll;,-  I;, Hidings,  as 


The  Pre.'^f'rv'aliori  .Socict 
has  undcrt.il'.en  olt.'.r  [iroj'';  t 
such  as  tl;e  rcstor,'. Imn  of  tl. 
Larl'.in  House  and  the  prc:.crv. 
lion  and  m.iinleiiance  of  th. 
Phipps  Street  burial  groun; 
one  of  the  three  oldest  ccinctei 
ies  in  Boston. 

The  Benjamin  Thompso 
Hou.se,  at  119  Main  Street,  w^ 
also  the  home  of  Dr.  Abrah.ar 
Rand  Thompso.n,  for  whor 
Thompson  Square  was  name; 
Conipleted  in  1795,  its  archite( 
ture  is  typical  of  Charlestow 
houses  of  ihnt  time.  It  will  co: 
tain  one  four-bedroom  and  or. 
onc-bcdr«jm  apartment  whr 
its  rehabilitation  is  complete. 

The  Timothy  Thompso 
House.  9  Thompson  Strcc 
dates  from  Ihe  17"0's.  It  sti 
has  its  original  interior  an 
clapboards,  which  have  be^ 
preserved.  Once  the  homo  c 
Timothy  Sawyer,  v.'ho  marric 
Timothy  Thompson's  daughte 
and  was  also  a  mayor  c 
Charleslown  in  1C55-1857.  it  wi! 
have  one  four-bedroom  and  tw 
i)ne-bedroom  apartments. 

Built  by  ships'  carpenter 
about  1814,  the  roof  of  ih 
Round  Corner  House,  at  121-12 
Main  Street,  is  shaped  like  ; 
ship's  hull  and  still  retains  ii 
original  soldered  incLal  plates 
Plans  call  for  two  two~bcdroon 
apartments  plus  commcrcir. 
.•■pace  in  the  RcuiU  Cur:]-:- 
House. 

The  Armstrong  House,  12:^ 
127  Main  Street,  built  in  1£:: 
has  always  included  both  rc£; 
dentin  1  and  comrnercial  spac? 
Restored,  it  will  house  thrc 
two-bedroom  cpartments  an- 
one  office.  Samuel  T.  Arm 
strong,  v.'ho  became  mayor  o 
Boston  in  IC36,  lived  there  an, 
had  his  printing  works  in  U;. 
building  in  ICIO^and  1811.  Arm 
strong  also  served  as  lieutenan 
governor  of  the  Commonwealli 
for  two  terms. 

The  Universalist  Church 
originally  called  the  First  Un: 
vcrsalist  Society,  was  four.Jc. 
and  held  meetings  in  Kdmai::^ 
Hall  on  the  third  floor  of  t'.- 
Armstrong  Hou.se  early  in  thi 
19th  century. 

Locateil    at    the    corner    c' 
Main  and  Pleasant  streets,  tk 
Warren    Tavern,    built    befo. 
nra  and  the  oldest  building  si; .. 
standing  in  Charleslown.  w... 
one  of  the  first  buildings  co.-. 
structcd  after  Cii.irlesto.vn  \':.\  ■ 
burned  bv  the  Biiti.sh  follu'.^!'- 
the  liatilo  of  Biiiikcr  Hill.  K   - 
pulcdly     a     fa\(Hito     morn.', 
place  of  Paul  Hcvcre,  the  t.r. 
crn   is  also  v.heic   King  Sol, 
moil's    I.Ou);o   of    ths'   M.iS".-- 
order    w.is    foiindcd    in    17;; 
Along  with  .-I  Olio  hodrooiu  .n.  ' 
a       (wn  iKilroiim       ap.ii  lUK  ;it 
plans   for    iho    lostoi,  d   l.iw  r 
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THOMPSON  TRIANGLE  —  Area  would  look  like  this  Benjamin  ■  Thompson    House,    Round    Corner    House, 

sfter  restoration.  Buildings   (clockwise  from  left)   in-  Armstrong  House,  pedestrian  mall  to  replace  Thomp- 

clude   the  Warren  Tavern    (with  new   addition),   the  son  street  and  the  Timothy  Thompson  House. 


'^Jliiii-WilllanisLiirg*'  plamied  at  Tlionipsoii  square 


harlestowu  to  rehuild  eleM^iMGe 


yJ.Yudis'' 


By  AnthonN 
Globe  Staff 


The  five  dilapidated  buildings 
lining  Main  sti-ect  at  Thompson 
square  in  Cliarlcs1ov,-n,  some  of  them 
nearly  200  years  old,  are  undergoing 
restoration  to  preserve  their  historic 
facades  and  bring  them  up  to  20th 
Century  standards. 

The  buildings,  like  Main  street  it- 
self, long  have  been  an  eye.sore.  And 
the  thought  of  saving  them  was  all 
but  forgotten  in  planning  for  the 
"new"  Charlestown. 

But  the  Cliarlestov;n  Preservation 
Society,  formed  in  19CG,  convinced 
the  Boston  PcdcvelopiiXj-i-t — Society 
(BRA)  to  include  them. 

It  took  almost  tl-.rcc  years  to  set- 
tle on  a  fea.siblo  rciir.biliiation  pro- 
gram. Finally,  a  your,g  developer — 
a  Charlestown  residciU — began  to 
Cf.rry  out  a  "mini-\Villi;imsburg'' 
prog:'am  of  his  owji  design  with  help 
from  i!ic  city's  rc;-,uv.:d  agincv. 


Ycstc  rd;iy  innrnir 
riiii-  Vi'lii'.i;,  wife  of  i';- 
nnd  a  native  of  Ch:ri 
cd  the  jirojcct  v,-i'.h 
p^c^i^"lollt  (if  Ch:. ;!'.■. 
nicnt  Ciup.,  di  A-fI(\! 
calU  d   "Tiunr.;-;.cin  T 


\   ?,'.is.    Calhe- 

;  I'o;', un  Mayor 

>',own,  ii'.spi'ct- 

.I.imfs    Aii.'irns, 

.'.ov.n    Di^vc'icp- 

.!;Cl-     lif     tl'.c     ,<:o- 

ii;in;'iv\"   Atlan;s 


recently   began   construction   on   the 
complex. 

Adams  got  a  Federal  low-interest 
loan  of  $261,000  to  finance  the  reno- 
vation work,  the  largest  single 
amount  ever  approved  by  the  Feder- 
al Housing  and  Urban  Development 
Department  for  housing  renovation. 

The  Thompson  Triangle  com- 
prises the  old  Benjamin  Thompson 
House,  the  Round  Corner  House,  ilie 
Armstrong  House  and  the  Warren 
Tavern. 

"These  five  buildings,"  said  Ken-' 
ncy,  "which  dale  from  the  late  18th 
and  early  19th  Centuries,  both  have 
historic  and  architectural  value  not 
only  to  the  residents  of  Charlestov.m 
but  to  the  rest  of  tlic  city  as  well  " 

The  complex,  hov.-cver,  will  not 
bo  turned  into  a  dull  museum-type 
restoration.  Instead,  the  old  buildings 
will  house  12  apartments  wliile  re- 
taining t!";e  original  historic  facade 
plus  tlu'ce  ground  floor  comniercial 
or  office  spaces. 

"Wc  plan  to  landscape  the  out- 
door arc.'.s  as  tliey  v.ould  iiavc  been 
around  17f;0  v.-ith  likic  bur-hcs,  wliich 
were  vcj"y  popular  at  thai  time,  bi'ic!; 
paving  and  g;.s  liglils,"  Adam.s  said. 

The  rcs'.'Mation  site  is  bounded  by 
Warren,  ]'lr,-,.-;,nt,  Thompson  and 
J.Iain  street.     . 


Architect  for  the  restoration  is 
Laui'ence  Rubin  of  Boston. 

The  three-story  Federal-stylr 
Benjamin  Thompson  House  at  UP 
Main  St.,  dates  to  1794-96.  It's  archi- 
tecture is  considered  typical  of 
Charlestow-n  houses  of  the  time.  It 
also  was  the  home  of  Dr.  Abraham 
Rand  Thompson,  for  wliom  Thomp- 
son Square  was  named. 

The  Timothy  Thompson  House  at 
9  Thompson  st.  goes  back  to  the  very 
late  1700s  and  still  has  its  original 
interior  and  clapboards. 

The  Round  Corner  House  at  121- 
123  I^Iain  st  .was  built  by  ships'  car- 
penters about  1814  and  is  shaped  like 
a  ship's  hull.     . 

The  Armstrong  House  at  125-127 
dates  back  to  1808.  Samuel  T.  Arm- 
strong, mayor  of  Boston  in  1836  livf.:. 
here  and  had  a  printing  works  in  the 
building.  He  also  was  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor of  the  Commonwealth. 

Tlie  Warren  Tavern,  built  abv.r. 
1780,  is  believed  to  be  one  of  the  fi;.-'. 
buildings  constructed  after  t;.-.- 
Charlestown  fire. 

Adams  plans  to  build  a  duplic;." 
of  the  Timothy  T;io:;rp.''Mi  House  .'.:. 
a  six-apartment  structure  to  ro;;::  . 
out  th.c  de\'clnj):ncnt.  The  Timo'.':.;- 
Tlio)iiiJ?on  lIiiu.'C,  according  to  r'  - 
scaich.crs,  once  liad  a  twin  build;::  " 
that    was    dcniclislud. 
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Boston  Redevelopment  Aulhority  (BRA)  Director  Robert  T.  Kenney 
and  Mrs.  ICevin  11.  White,  a  native  of  Cliarleslown,  on  Janiiary  19  ni- 
spccted  rehahiliUUion  worlc  now  under  way  on  five  liisloric  Charleslown 
structures  known  as  Tlioinpson  Square  Triangle.  The  buildings  mcluac 
one  of  Paul  Reverc's  favorile  taverns  and  the  homes  of  former  mayors  of 
Boston  and  Charlcstown. 

James  Adams,  a  Charlcstown  resident  and  president  of  CharlestoNvn 
Development  Corporation  (CDC),  developer  for  Thompson  Triangle, 
conducted  the  inspection  tour.  .    ■ 

CDC  recentlv  received  a  federal  Section  312  rchabihlation  loan  ol 
nearly  $261,000  to  finance  the  work.  This  is  the  largest  single  amount 
ever  approved  by  the  federal  government  for  housing  rehabilitation  under 
this  program  in  Boston.  ' 


Boundaries  of  tlic  project  are 
Warren,  l^lcasant,  and  Main  Streets 
in  the  Charlcstown  urban  renewal 
area. 

The  Thompson  Triangle  devel- 
opment includes  the  i3enJ3min 
Thomiison  1  louse,  Timolhy  Thomp- 
son House,  Round  Corner  House, 
Armstrong  House,  and  the  \\  arren 
'J'avern.  End  result  of  the  relmbili- 
tnlion  will  be  twelve  rental  apart- 
ments within  the  historic  structures 
plus  three  ground  lloor  conimereial 
or  ollice  sprices. 

Also  I'laniu'd  is  conslruclion  to 
provide  nine  or  leu  adihliunal  aparl- 
menls  in  \\\o  new  buildings  that 
will  lieciime  an  inlegial  part  of  the 
ct>mi)le\-. 

1)11. \.  Diieelor  Kenney  said,  "'1  he 
Blt.V  Irlievis  lliat  every  ei'.'n!  t  niu-t 
be  made  in  thistily  to  lueserve  his- 
fcirie  slriieUire.-;,  liuiMiiiirs  oi  areiii- 
leclural  .siLUiilieaiiee,  iind  eveiiu  hiile 
areas  that  are  iiii|H)i|;uil  In  lie-  scale 

;    '■  •  -^-^-— 
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eighteenth  and  early  nineteenth 
centuries,  have  both  historic  and 
arehitectural  value  not  only  to  the 
residents  of  Charlcstown,  but  to  the 
rest  of  the  city  as  well.  Charles- 
town  Development  Corporation  has 
undertaken  a  unique  and  exciting 
project  that  will  save  these  struc- 
tures for  future  generations,  and  at 
the  same  time  increase  Charles- 
town's  housing  supply." 

.Mr.  Adams  described  the  Thomp- 
snn  Triangle  as  a  "miniature  of  old 
Charlesln\Mi. 

"We  are  iins'U-ving  and  restoring 
the  arehileetiiral  details  of  the 
buildings  inside  and  out  wlnle 
adajitiiig  tli-in  ti>  modiaii  sal^'ty 
and  living  .N!:uiilards,"  he  snid. 
"We  plan  lo  landscajn-  the  oiitd"or 
.-neas  as  they  would  have  been 
aruniul  17')i)."  with  lilac  billies, 
which  were  very  ]iopiilar  at  lh:it 
time,  biiek  iia\  lag,  and  gash;;lil-<. 

Thdnijrsdil   Street   will   be  di^enll- 
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Ll-yrTER  CARRIERS 

ASSOCIATION  PURCHASES 

REVENUE  BONDS 

As  an  CApressioii  of  conildence  in 
the  United  States  Postal  Service, 
the  Boston  Letter  Carriers  .Mutual 
jjenefit  Association  has  purchased 
$100,000  in  postal  revenue  bonds 
in  the  first  public  offering  of  $250 
million  authorized  under  the  Postal 
Rcorganixation  Act  of  1970. 

"The  2,300  member  organization, 
which  dates  back  to  May  18,  1CG9, 
is  making  this  investment  as  a 
reflection  of  our  faith  in  our  own 
business,"  stated  Henry  J.  Carroll, 
organization  president,  "^^e  tal^c 
great  pride  in  our  daily  contact  with 
every  segment  of  the  community 
and  '  are  '  particularly  pleased  to 
demonstrate  our  determination  to 
build  a  postal  service  that  will  com- 
mand the  respect  of  the  entire 
countrv,"  Carroll  continued. 

Tiie"])nstal  service  is  authorized 
to  sell  up  to  $10  billion  in  revenue 
bonds  for  the  construction  o[  i;''''' 
facilities,  updating  of  ]iresont  bu;ia- 
in-s,  and  the  installation  of  mech- 
aiiized  (•(piipmenl  to  jirocess  the 
constantly    increasing    voluim^s    cl 

mail.  ,       r    1  1  , 

In  its  first  jniblic  sale  of  d'-l't. 
Ihc  postal  serviec  i>-~ue  attnutyl 
„rdins  'i:.^\-  alu.ul  ')0  i>er.-ent  ol  li'.-' 
2.')-vear,()",s  percent  l"in 
(if  '>\m.  These  iiuTad^M 
;„.:.  I,,,-...  ,„..,.;-..,  !■...,.' 
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of  IViiii'lU'Vovo,  llic  lavrni  is  nlso 
when;  Ki'i."  Solomon's  Lodge  of  the 
Mn^oiiic    Urdcr    was    founded    in 
come',..-"'  I  l^C-^-    Along  v,-ilh  a  onc-bedrooni 
— -J..-!.'£t  (and    a    two-i)cdrooni    apartment, 
~  \  plans  for  the  restored  tavern  build- 
1  ing    include    space    for    a    smart 
restaurant. 

The  developer  intends  to  build  a 
duplicate  of  the  Timothy  Thompson 
House,  probably  with  three  or  four 
two-bedroom    apartments    and    to 
construct  a  six-apartment  structure 
with  two-  and  three-bedroom  dwell- 
ing units  adiacenttothe  Armstrong 
House.    The  Timothy   Thompson 
llouse  once  had  a  twiu   buildmg 
that  was  demolished  some  time  ago. 
Architect  for  the  new  construc- 
■.    tion  is  Laurence  Rubin  of  Boston, 
i   The  new  buildings,  to  be  financed 
!   by    conventional    means,    are    cx- 
\  pected  to  get  under  way  as  soon  as 
rehabilitation  work  is  completed. 

Several  old  and  dilapidated  struc- 
tures within  the  rehabilitation  area, 
without  historic  or  arcliitcclural 
value,  have  been  torn  down  to 
permit  landscaping  and  new  con- 
struction, 

Mr.  Kenncy  noted  that  there  arc 
many  historic  structures  that  the 
BUA  has  been  instrumental  in 
preserving  in  the  city's  urban  re- 
newal areas: 

—Old  City  Hall,  built  in  1865, 
in  the  School-Franklin  renewal  area. 
It  now  houses  ofllces,  a  bank,  and  a 
restaurant  complex. 

—The    Scars    Block    and    Sears 

Crescent   in    Government   Center. 

!  Built  in  the  early  nineteenth  cen- 
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Somerset   \vS-pj,    \^  ^  *  ■.<  t  "  -/  <. 
apartments,  zin\c-\  ^V-'^'^  '^..  >   '. 

to  similar  actions  ij^,    ■•'■•     "^  ^^  ^  '-  , 
i\Ir.  Kcnney  also  nc    ^      '.Y^^   '\r^ 
renewal   activities   i'  •■       <, '■i-'^.  \  , 
Thompson   Trian,-K:  :  ..il   co.^-^^r^- 
with  the  rehabilitation  projec\.    *• 
strengthen  the  ncighborliood. 

In  recent  months  BllA  project 
staff  and  the  Charlestown  Preserva- 
tion Society  have  discussed  possible 
rehabilitation    of    buildings    along 
j\Iain    Street    between    Thompson 
Triangle  and  the  Harvard  ?*Iail  at 
City    Square.     Tentatively    called 
the'  Joiui   Harvard   Crescent,   the 
project  would  involve  the  rehabilita- 
tion of  two  blocks  of  nineteenth- 
century    brick   row   structures    to 
provide    ground    floor    commercial 
space  and  upper  story  apartments, 
as  the  buildings  did  originally.  Ihe 
BRA  now  owns  the  buildings,  w'uich 
are    structurally    sound,  and  rnay 
advertise  for  developers  this  spring. 
Ninety-six  units  of  housing  for 
the  elderly  are  now  under  construc- 
tion on  several  sites  between  Mam 
Street  and  the  route  of  Xew  Ruther- 
ford Avenue.   A  shopping  center  in 
Thompson  Square  is  also  piannca 
by    Charlestown    Shoppers,    Inc., 
once  New  Rutherford  Avenue  ana 
New  Austin  Street  are  builL 

The  $5.5  million  construction  of 
these  two  streets,  financed  througii 
the  Federal  TOPICS  Program  with 
50  percent  federal  and  50  percent 
state  funds  and  intended  to  take 
heavy  trafiic  off  Charlestown's  resi- 
dential streets,  is  expected  to  begin 
very  soon. 
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Boundaries  of  tlie  project  are 
^Ya^■cn,  Pleasant,  and  a\Jain  Streets 
in  .Ihc  Cliarlestown  urban  renewal 
area. 

The  Tiiompson  Triangle  devel- 
opment includes  the  i3enjamin 
Thompson  House,  Timotliy  Thomp- 
son House,  Round  Corner  House, 
ArmsLrong  House,  and  the  Warren 
Tavern.  End  result  of  the  rehabili- 
tation ^vill  be  twelve  rental  apart- 
ments within  the  historic  structures 
plus  three  ground  floor  commercial 
or  oliH'c  sp.iccs. 

Also  planned  is  consli'uction  to 
provide  nine  or  ten  additional  apart- 
ments in  two  new  buildings  that 
will  become  an  integral  part  of  tlic 
comjilex. 

]j\\\  Director  Kcnney  said,  "The 
BllA  believes  that  every  effort  must 
be  made  in  this  city  to  preserve  his- 
toric structures,  buildings  of  archi- 
tectural significance,  and  even  v.holc 
areas  that  are  important  to  the  scale 
or  history  of  Jkiston. 

"These  five  buildings,"  he  con- 
tinued, "which  dale  from  the  laic 


eighteenth  and  early  iiincleenth 
centuries,  have  both  historic  and 
architectural  value  not  only  to  the 
residents  of  Cliarlestown,  but  to  the 
rest  of  the  city  as  w"ell.  Charles- 
town  Dcvclopnrent  Corporation  has 
underlahen  a  unique  and  exciting 
project  that  will  save  these  struc- 
tures for  future  generations,  and  at 
the  same  time  increase  Charles- 
town's  housing  supply." 

i\Ir.  Adams  described  the  Thomp- 
son Triangle  as  a  "miniature  of  old 
C!iarl(,'5to«i). 

"\\c  are  jireserving  and  restoring 
the  architectural  details  of  the 
buildings  inside'  and  out  while 
adapting  them  to  modern  safety 
and  living  standards,"  he  said. 
"We  plan  to  landscape  the  outdoor 
areas  as  they  would  have  been 
around  1790,  with  lilac  bushes, 
which  were  very  popular  at  that 
time,  brick  paving,  and  gaslights." 

Thompson  Street  will  be  discon- 
tinued by  the  city  and  a  pedestrian 
way  built  in  its  place.    A  plaque  on 

(Contlaiicd  on  next  ropc)^ 
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Boston  riedeveliipmcnl  Authority  (BIIA)  Director  Robert  T.  Kcnney 
and  -Mrs.  Kevin  H.  White,  a  native  of. Cliarlestown,  on  .lanuary  19  in- 
spected rehabililation  work  now  under  way  on  live  historic  Cliarlestown 
structures  known  as  Thompson  Scjuarc  Triangle.  Tlie  buildings  include 
one  of  Paul  Reverc's  favorite  taverns  and  the  homes  of  former  mayors  of 
Boston  and  Cliarlestown. 

James  Adams,  a  Cliarlestown  resident  and  president  of  Cliarlestown 
Development  Corporation  (CDC),  developer  for  Thompson  Triangle, 
conducted  the  inspection  tour. 

CDC  recently  received  a  federal  Section  312  rehabilitation  loan  of 
nearly  $261,000  to  finance  the  work.  This  is  the  largest  single  amount 
ever  approved  by  the  federal  government  for  housing  rehabilitation  under 
tliis  program  in  Boston. 
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■"■iil  i;>  ':j  v  ill  l(;!l  ils  history  and 

<<  ..•^,,;.llii.,       '  ii.-i  archil  (.•dure. 

>  ""'flic  'ive  Duil'liiicis  Nvcre  orisinnlly 
gjaied  for  deiiJuliLioii  iindi.-r  the 
Cijarli-stown  urban  renewal  plan. 
Tlie  Charlestown  Preservation  So- 
ciety, however,  wljich  was  formed 
in  1966  to  save  signifirant  struc- 
tures and  encourage  their  restora- 
tion, succeeded  in  convincing  the 
BJIA  of  the  historic  architectural 
merits  of  the  buildings,  as  well  as 
the  economic  feasibility  of  saving 
thcin  for  rehabilitation. 

The  Preservation  Society  has  un- 
dertaken other  projects  such  as  the 
restoration  of  the  Larkin  House  and 
the  preservation  and  maintenance 
of  the  Phipps  Street  EurialGround, 
one  of  the  three  oldest  cemeteries 
in  Boston. 

Tlie  Benjamin  Thompson  House, 
at  119  Main  Street,  was  also  the 
home  of  Dr.  Abraham  Rand 
Thompson,  for  whom  Thompson 
Square  was  named.  Completed  in 
1794,  its  architecture  is  typical  of 
Charlestown  houses  of  that  time. 
It  will  contain  one  four-bedroom 
and  one  one-bedroom  apartment 
when  its  rehabilitation  is  complete. 
The  Timothy  Thompson  House, 
9  Thompson  Street,  dates  from  the 
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terior and  clajjboards,  which  have 
been  preserved.  Once  the  home  of 
Timothy  Sawyer,  who  married  Tim- 
othy Thompson's  daughter  and  was 
also  mayor  of  Charlestown  in  1055- 
1857,  it  will  have  one  four-bedroom 
and  two  one-bedroom  apartments. 

Built  by  ship's  carpenters  about 
1814,  the  roof  of  the  Round  Corner 
House,  at  121-123  Main  Street,  is 
shaped  like  a  ship's  hull  and  still 
retains  its  original  soldered  metal 
plates.  Plans  call  for  tvro  two-bed- 
room apartments  plus  a  commercial 
space  in  the  Round  Corner  House. 

The  Armstrong  House,  125-127 
I\Iain  Street,  built  in  1S03,  has 
always  included  both  residential  and 
commercial  space.  Restored,  it  v.ill 
house  three  tNvo-bcdroom  apart- 
ments and  one  ofFicc.  Samuel  T. 
Armstrong,  who  became  mayor  of 
Boston  in  l'u.i6,  lived  there  and  had 
his  printing  works  in  the  building 


in  lulO  and  L'Ul.  .\rnislron-  nl-o 
served  ;'.h  lieulrnanl  governor  of  th>; 
Conniiun\\eallh  for  lv,o  t(  ims. 

The  LhuN'ersalist  Clnn-cli,  (jii:_-;n- 
ally  called  the  First  L'nivrr.s.dist 
Society,  was  founded  nnd  |i.>ld 
meetings  in  Edniantis  Hall  on  the 
third  floor  of  the  Armstrong  llunse 
early  in  the  nineteenth  cenlury. 

Located  at  the  corner  of  .Main 
and  Pleasant  Streets,  the  ^^'n^ren 
Tavern,  built  before  1700  and  the 
oldest  building  still  standing  in 
Charlestown,  was  one  of  tlic  first 
buildings  constructed  after  Charles- 
town v.'as- burned  bv  the  British 
foUovN-ing  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill. 
Reputedly  a  favorite  meeting  place 
of  Paul  Revere,  the  tavern  is  also 
where  King  Solomon's  Lodge  of  the 
I\Iasonic  Order  was  founded  in 
1703.  Along  with  a  one-bedroom 
and  a  two-bedroom  apartment, 
plans  for  the  restored  tavern  build- 
ing include  space  for  a  smart 
restaurant. 

The  developer  intends  to  build  a 
duplicate  of  the  Timothy  Thompson 
House,  probably  with  three  or  four 
two-bedroom  apartments  and  to 
construct  a  six-apartment  structure 
with  two-  and  three-bedroom  dv.-ell- 
ing  units  adjacent  to  the  Armstrong 
House.  The  Timothy  Thompson 
House  once  had  a  twin  building 
that  was  demolished  some  time  ago. 

Arcliitcct  for  the  new  construc- 
tion is  Laurence  Rubin  of  Boston. 
The  nevi'  buildings,  to  be  financed 
by  conventional  means,  arc  ex- 
pected to  get  under  way  as  soon  as 
rehabilitation  work  is  completed. 

Several  old  and  dilapidated  struc- 
tures within  the  rehal^ilitalion  area, 
without  historic  or  architectural 
value,  have  been  torn  down  to 
permit  landscaping  and  new  con- 
struction. 

Mr.  Kcnncy  noted  that  there  arc 
many  historic  structures  tliat  the 
BRA  has  been  instrumental  in 
preserving  in  the  city's  urban  re- 
newal areas: 

—Old  City  Hall,  built  in  1065, 
in  the  School-Franklin  renewal  area.  ■ 
It  now  houses  oflices,  a  bank,  and  a 
restaurant  ronijilex. 

— The  Sears  Block  and  Sears 
Crescent  in  Government  Center. 
Jjuilt  in  the  early  nineteenth  cen- 


tury,   lle-y    \i'iw   hou-:"   n'staurar: 
olliecs,  and  b  iiiKin;:  l.e  ililies. 

—  Faiienll  \l:iil.els.  built  in  R'.2 
],".2(i,  in  [\\r  WalriTu.nt  prcj- 
North  and  SmuIIi  .Minlel  Sir.  ■ 
and  (}uinry  .Market  \\ill  be  rest'.:' 
as  a  major  riMail.  commercial,  oh. 
and  t'jitei  tainment  cunplex. 

— The     rezonin-    of    residenl 
Back  Bay  to  prohibit  construe!': 
of  high-rise  buildings.    .Mr.  Kcnn 
said  the  rczoning,  in  v.  hich  theBi 
])laycd    a    major    role,    has    L^ 
instrumental  in  encouraging  rcl  '■ 
bilitation   of   the    Hotel   Vendo:, 
(as   apartments   aiid   retail   ?p;e, 
and  the  Webster  House  (as  oil', 
space)    and   the   purchase   of   t  ( 
Somerset  Hotel  for  conversion 
apartments,  and  will  probaldy  F" 
to  similar  actions  in  the  future. 

3ilr.  Kenney  also  noted  that  ot: 
renewal   activities  in   the   area    ■ 
Thompson   Triangle   v>ill   comL:. 
with  the  rehabilitation  project 
strengthen  the  neighborhood. 

In  recent  months  BR.V  proj-' 
staff  and  the  Charlestown  Presery 
tion  Society  have  discussed  possii 
rehabilitation    of    buildings    ale 
Main    Street   between    Thomp; 
Triangle  and  the  Harvard  Mali^ 
City    Square.     Tentatively    call 
the'  John    Harvard    Crescent, ^  I 
project  would  involve  tlierehabili: 
tion  of  Iwo  bloc'-'s  of  nineteen' 
century    brick    row    structures 
provide    ground    floor    comraerc. 
space  and  upper  story  apartmen 
as  the  buildings  did  originally.  1 
BRA  now  owns  the  buildings,  v.hi 
are    structm-ally '  sound,  and  n- 
advertise  for  developers  this  spri: 
Ninety-six  units  of  housing  i 
the  elderly  are  now  under  constri; 
tion  on  several  sites  between  ^F- 
Street  and  the  route  of  New  Rut!, 
ford  Avenue.   A  shopping  center 
Thompson  Square  is  also  plann 
by    Charlestown    Shoppers,    In 
once  New  Rutherford  Avenue  o: 
New  Austin  Street  arc  built. 

The  $5.5  millio!!  const  ruction 
these  two  streets,  linniiced  ihro;: 
the  l^ederal  TOPICS  Program  v>: 
50  percent  federal  and  50  perc'- 
statc  funds  and  intended  to  t.: 
heavy  trailic  olf  CluuiistowiFs  r- 
dential  streets,  is  expeeted  to  \m  . 
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HistorlcQl  Socle^/ 
To  fleq^Uan.  24f!i 

The  Uharlestown  Historical 
Societv  v.-ill  hold  it-s  next  meeting 
on  Monday  evening,  Januar,'  24, 
1972  at  8  ip.ni.  at  the  Legion  Hall 
27  Chestnut  Street. 

Jack  Alvos,  Vice  President  and 
Program  Chairman,  announces 
that  the  guest  speaker,  on  this 
occasion  v.ill  be  V.  Leslie  Hebert, 
Liberty  Tree  Historian,  who  will 
give  an  illustrated  talk  entitled 
^'Under  the  Liberty  Tree."  Mr. 
Hebert  is  a  twice  honored 
Freedoms  Foundation  Award 
winner  and-  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Revolutionan,'  War 
Bicentennial  Cominission. 

Also  on  the  program  will  be  a 
prog'-am  report  by  B.R^A.  staff 
membei-s  on  Proloi;ae  '75  ar.d  the 
cornerstone  of  the. this  plan -the 
National  Historic  Park  on  the 
site  of  the  Boston  Naval  Shipyard 
.  Charlcstown.  Robert  T.  Kenney, 
B.R.A.  Director  maybe  in 
■  attendance  also. 

■  Jack  Alves  Program  Chairman, 
invites  the  public  to  attend. 
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■       ^      ]  February  2  5,  1972 

MTo  Frank  Clark  i 

Engineering  Department 

Par]cj  nnd  Recreation  Department 

One  City  Hall  Square 

Boston^  Massachu-.ett3   02201 

Dear  Mr„  Clarki 

One  of  the  primary  objectives  of  the  South  Cove  Urban  Renewal 
Plan  is  to  upgrade  and  strengthen  the  Bay  Village  Community..   To 
accomplish  this  the  BRA  and  the  City  of  Boston  have  cpent  $900,000 
to  put  in  now  brick  s-idev/alks^  gaslights,  trees  and  construction 

of  new  sewer  and  water  lines, 

I 

One  of  the  urgent  remaining  needs  in  the  neighborhood,  however, 
is  for  small  park  areas » 

As  you  Jaiow,  there  is  a  small  plot  of  land,  o^vned  by  the 
Real  Property  Department^  at  Church  and  Melrose  Streets,   For  some 
10  years  the  Bay  Village  Association  has  maintained  the  park,  which 
a  neighborhood  group  built,  but  they  fear  that  unless  it  is  trans- 
ferred to  tlie  ParJcs  and  Recreation  Department,  it  might  be  converted 
into  a  parking  lot. 

It  will  be  in  the  best  interests,  I  believe,  of  the  City  of 
Boston  and  the  Bay  Village  Community  that  this  land  be  kept  as  a 
park  and  sitting  area.   I  hope  you  will  assist  the  Bay  Village 
Community  and  the  BRA  in  this  endeaver. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Elliot  Friedman 

South  Cove  Project  Director 
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Bay  Village  Neighborhood  Association 

BOSTON',    MASSACHUSETTS    02110 


One  ]'i  Irose  Stree.'t 
3  April  1972 


Mr.  Klliott  Priediaan 
South  Cove  Project  Director 
Bor.ton  Redeveloprcent  Authority 
Boston,  Mass. 

Dear  Ilr.  Friedman: 


I  an  told  that  you  have  requested  I  send  you  ; 
indicating  that  the  Bay  Villajre  Association  vj; 


a  letter 
jould  be 
•  responsible  for  r=^iirz.<:-^--^T'izri\   maintaining  the  planting 
areas  in  the  small  park  planned  at  the  intersection  of 
Charles  Stre?  t  and  Eroadv;ay,  at  the  end  of  .I'elrose  and 
Fayette  Strec.'ts,   As  J  understand  it,,  this  planting 
would  consist  of  a  lov;  groi-.'ing  ground  cover,  such  as 
ivy,  and  v;ould  not  include  any  trees  or  shrubbery.  ■ 

On  the  basis  of  the  above  understanding,-  I  feel  that" 
I  can  assure  you  the  Bay  Village  Association  v;ould 
be  agreeable  to  this.   The  next  General  I'eeting  of  the 
Association  vjill  be  in  early  June.   I  shall  propose  it 
to  the  member-shiip  at  that  tine.   Unless  you  hear  from 
me  to  the  contrary,  you  nay  consider  it  approved. 

Sincerely  youi'S, 


ik^l. 


Ileal    racCallum 
President 


:;;:::;:::^:::^  FL/.:::n;:;a  cc-"n:TTE3 
ki::ltzs  of  2U  afpil  1972 


-.-_:-.:     Gens  Tong 

■.-.  i:::  C  irrd  ttee  :     Esrr.ond  Chan 
:     ■:,.-.:     :.'o'il  Chin 
■    ;  .-.-.itl-ce:      E-3.rbara  Lin 

i:   V.'-o 
./.:..-.'•  c-lic^.l  Church:     Rev.   Janes  Tan 
.;■::  Fcrcc:     Warren  Eng 
.:^*.ical  Associ.ati  on  :     Robert  Chin 
.  1  Sisters:      Sister  Rath 
-  P.M.   School:     John  V.'ong  • 
rin   Bray 


ABSENT:  ' 

BLS  Asian  Culture  Club 

CAT 

Chinese  Christian  Church 

Chinese  Drop-In  Center 

CCEA.  7  Man  Negotiating  Tean 

FCC 

Golden-Age  Center 

Knights  • ■    • 

.  -QSGC  . 

Saturday  A.M.-  School 


'. "Icn  Hsu 
tn.-TrTis  Sallivan 


'.^-.  r. ".-'  cf  the  Minutes 


M'u-ch  23  rieeting  minutes  were  read.     It  vas  accepted  with  no  corrections 


ort 


(00  ccries  of  the  Final  Report  were  printed  by  AECD. 


A  di: 


•"..v/icn  of  "the   Final  P.eport  .-  "  '        ■ 

■."..i:.  task  of  this  neeting  was  the  distribution  of  the  Final  Report.     Members 

.:■   Cr:~ittec  v.-ero  assigned  the  task  of  delivering  copies   of  the    Pinal  Report, 
/.rilution  chart  was  made: 


P?  icral   Regional  Council 

:■•;:  -rt:-ent  of  Ccrr-.unity  Affairs 


C  :":  ice  of  Public   Ser\'ice 
:c.nc:-ic   P-jvelcpment 


::-.'-.ith 


.on  ar.d  Day  Cai^e 


Physical   D.-:volorr.Gnt 
y-  ,:i;-.l   ror.'iccs 


#  of 

Di  stributor 

Conies 

Charles  Sullivan 

10 

Linda  Eng 

5 

Robert  Chin  ■ 

^ 

Robert  Chin 

10 

Robert  Chin 

.   10 

V.'orkshop  Leaders 

^ 

10 

29 

12 

9 

2 

7 
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(Continuation  of  Jb) 


G.   Corr-'orAty  Organisations: 
CACA 

p  /->  -p  •  '  ■ 

C/A 

Y7-ICA 

American  Legion 
Mar^v'knoll  Sisters 
Chinese  Christian  Church 
Chinese  Evangelical   Ch'L^rch 
Knights 
CAT 

Ad  Hoc  Education 
ILGV;U 

Ivass.    Ch.   Political 
.  QSGC 
Boy's   Club  ■  ■.  ■  . 

Gung  Ho  ; 

Sat\irday  P.H.   School 
BLS  Asian  Cultural  Club 
FCC 

Saturday  A.M.   School 
CQA 

Hip   Sing 
Qae   Sing 
Kin  Cho  Tens 
Wor.en's   Club 
Qaong  Kow  School 

mi 

Cultural  Club 
Hi  Lun 
Hoy  Qew 

Chinese  Rrop-In  Center 
CACA  -  Building  Cc:r_-Attee 
(Chinese  copies  -will  be   sent  to  Fardlj'' 

H.    Schools: 

Boston   School  Dept.    of 

Bilingual  Education 
Abe  Lincoln   School 
Kacke-y 
J.    J.  V/illiar.s 


Kstrihutor 
(one   each) 
&jsie  V.'oo 
Tin  Chin 
Warren  Eng 
Bill  Bray 
l^eil  Chin 
Sister  Ruth 
Sister  Ruth 
Rev.   Tan 
Bill  Bray 
Esmond  Chan 
Gene  Tong 
¥arreh  Eng 
Robert  Chin 
Esmond  Chan    ■ 
S-asie  Woo 
Bill  Bray 
John  \Iong 
Susie  Woo 
EsoTiond  Chan 
Esmond  Chan 
Davis  \-Joo 
Warren  Eng 
V^arren  Eng 

Helen  Hsu 

Davis  V.'oo 

Tim  Chin 

S-asie  V/oo 

V.'arren  Eng 

Warren  Er^ 

Esmiond  Chan 

Barbara  Lim 

Narr.e  Organizations) 


Esmond  Chan 

Esm.ond  Chan 

Esmond  Cn3Si 

Esmond  Chan 


#  of 

Copies 

32 


k 


I.   Fx?ston  City  Council 

J.    T-:^1v:C  Officials 
D.   Everhart 
W.   Kalonoy 
R.    Schirra 


Robert  Chin 


Warren  Eng 
V'arren  Eng 
V.'arren  En.-^ 


9 
3 


K.    rir.nning  Cci-lltet 

L.  a?:d 


F-ii>-^J   r^-rvices 


0.  Ilul'i-rorvico 


t.'--%,r 


Pre son! 


Charles   S'^llivan 
John  V:ong 
P-wis  V.'oo 
K;-d.  Lin:'  Tonr; 


lb 

50 

12 
10 


h. 
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I>ir>t.rib"''.t'i.rn  'r-v  '•'"•'.lir.^ 

Copies  of  thi   Final  Rer»crt  and  an  introductory,'"  letter  ■v.Titten  by  Tin  Chin 
\rill  be  r-ailed  to  the  rollo-,d.ng  officials  by  the  Co.'r-i.ttee  and  ABGD. 

■  .        .      0  of 

Copies 

A.  Officials      "  ■  .  ■  ■  go  . 

Senator   Brooke  .  .    •  .        . 

S-enator  KsTSi^cs'f 

Congrassvronan  Hicks  '  .  ■' 

Senator  Ir.aiia  .  .  .  .      '  ■  . 

Rep.  Langone   '■  '-  '     -  ■      • 

Governor  Sargent  .  "'■. 

Robert  M.    Coard.    ArCD  ■  " 

Harold  Fatnan,    HI7J  •  ■  .     •   . 

Ai'thur  i-ajT.berj    EGA  ...  '.  ■   ' 

•  John  Diriscoll,   Mass.   Turnpike  .     .  ■  '     •  .■  ' 

Janes  Earry^   HUD  •  ■  . 

Robert  Ker^ny,    BHA  ■         '■  ■ 

Robert  Pol ton,    CEO  .  .       ■. 

David  Kayes,    T-IS-IC  •  '    •      .  ...,.■.■_ 

L.    Rogers,    DOL  '  .     '  • 

'  Harold  D-enone,    UCS  ■  •  .        •  ■ 

•.  '      .    Mary  Nevman,   Labor    '•  .  .  '  .     . 

Peter  Golcl-nark,    H^j^r.an  Affairs 
Br^^.ce  Ca:npb°ll^    D?",-:  ' 

Joseph  Gavin,   C/J-H'S  .  "  ■         '  .. 

B.  CoP-ference  Guest  list  .  .        .      37 

C.  Conference   Speakers  '  .        ■  11 

Ron  Con 

Fei  Liu  •  •        .      ', 

Deraing  Chew  '  • 

Alan  VJong  •  '■  "  ■'•  • 

Irving  Chin  .      ■      .  ■  • 

Jonathan  Lau 

Franklin  Chow  ■  '  .  '  .  •  . 

Bnoiy  Lee  '  -  ■  •    .        ' 

K.    L.   V/ang  '  .  ■ 

Fa-s.   Eiddlo,    HI7,-J  =   •  .  ■■    ■ 

Fj2p.   from  S.T:all   I?>::siness  Adrdni  strati  on  •  " 

D.  Media  lU 

Cliristian  S-cience  Monitor 

Globe 

Herald 

Rec  crd-  .''c-.cric  an 

TV-),,  5,   7,  2,   56,  33  • 

E.\D  .  ..  "  ■ 

FhooniA 

Chino.;o-A:-.3rica:i  1'^v^:^ 

(Chinor.o   coj'les  vill  bo  :;ont  to  C;iir.eso  papers)  

TOTAL  350 


-h- 


E.  Conference  Participants  appro.-'djr.ately  2^0  copies 

John  V'cn!;;,  C?C  secretar}',  v.-lll  send  letters  to  all  ConTerence  registrants 
asking  then  to  cc-e  into  the  ccr.-'JLnity  to  pick-up  their  copy  at  the  Mary- 
knoll  Sister  Center.  A  copy  of  the  Report  '.■d.ll  be  nailed  to  those  vho 
respond  that  they  cannot  ccr.e  into  the  corzirjnity. 

5.  Totals 

350  copies  vrill  definitely  te  distributed. 

Approxir.ately  2^0  copies  are  available  for  distribution  to  interested  Conference 
registrants. 


jjon  Bo  SCO  Tccliiiicdl  IliLih  ScJiool 

29  \'\'Ar.T.r.?.-TrN  Stiu-.i.t 
Bd.ston,  Massac,! n;5i:TT.s  02116 


April  25,  l'J72 


;;r.  Donald  C,  ;!urray,  Executive  Cecretary 

The  Boys'  Clubs  of  BoGton,  Ir.c. 

15  Green  Street 

Charlestov.'T),  !!assachuEctts  02129 

Bear  Mr.  Hurray: 

Thank  you  for  youi--  letter  of  April  I't.  .  ■ 

Before  responding,  to  it,  ra^'  -^s  ^^^   "^^c  sake  of  the  records,  pjrovide  the 
correct  spelling  for  my  narr.e:  Rev.  Eugene  Palumho. 

V/ith  regard  to  your. first  request  relative  to  the  possible  deployment  of  time 
by  meriiers  of  oui->  student  body  for  activities  of  the  CJiinatov;n  Boys'  Club,  I 
am  confident  something  could  be  worked  out  for  the  coining  school  3''ear,   As 
you  realize,  the  present  school  year  terminates  in  early  June,  viith  exami- 
nations occupying  the  latter  part  of  May  and  the  first  vjeeks  in  June. 

Most  students  are  already  committed  either  to  after-school  jobs,  partici- 
pation in  school  atliletic  progi^am.s ,  and  other  pursuits.   I  do  not  feel  that 
initiation  cf  ?.ry  practical  programs  of  student  assistance  v.-ould  b^^  effective 
at  this  late  date. 

I  would  suggest  you  contact  me  in  this  regard  early  in  the  fall. 

V'ith  regard  to  the  second  pi^oposal-namely ,  exploration  of  the  possible  use 
of  our  recreational  facilities  by  the  Chinatov;n  Boys'  Club,  this,  too,  will 
be  mere  advantageously  deferred  until  later  in  tiie  coming  school  year  for 
obvious  reasons.   The  facilities  v;ill  not  be  available  to  us  until  the  spring 
of  1973.   The  initial  development  of  our  o-.m  programs  will  require  time, 
patience,  and  funding.   Only  after  we  have  fully  satisfied  ourselves  that  wo 
have  v;or];ed  out  and  adjusted  all  phases  of  our  curricula:'^,  co-cux-^ricular  and 
extra-curricular  activities  and  all  ot'ner  school-related  and  school-sponsored 
uses  of  those  facilities,  v;ill  vrc  be  in  tlie  position  to  begin  any  discussions 
for  other  uses. 

This  approach  is  dictated  by  botli  prude:itial  and  financial  considerations  and 
will  require  our  fullest  and  fairest  evaluation  of  cur  own  potential  as  a 
private,  and  not  publicly-funded,  institution. 


^\oc,.     n^.vV 


jiJon  Ijosco  TccJmJciil  Ili^Ji  School 

"0  \\'.\ni:r.r;T()N  Snn.r.T 
Boyrox,  ^T.\^';.\c^u^;T•rs  021 IG 
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Your  interest  in  cur  rccrcaticnai-educaticTial  cor.plex  is  appreciated,  and  I 
trust  I  '..'iil  have  the  cppcrtunity  for  further-'  discussions  on  these  matters 
dulling  the  ccr.inr,  school  year. 

Every  f;ood  \.'ish  for  the  continued  success  of  your  v.'ork. 


Sincerely, 


.^ 


p/f 


0 

(Rev.)    Eu^-^ene   PalurJDO,    SD3 
Director 


Walter  F.Jaime 
Director 


AT  ST.  JAMES  CHURCH,  125  Harrison  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  021 1 1 


Elliot  Freedmans 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

1   City  -Hall    Sq. 

Boston  City  Hall 

Boston  Mass  02102 


April  26^  1972 


li 


Dear  Elliots 

This  coming  summer  v/e  vjill  sponsor  the  Chinatown  Boys'  Club 

Summer  Basketball  tearao   So  far  four  teams  have  already  registeredo 

We  begin  our  season  June  26*   Since  we  do  not  have  a  gym,  and 

the  success  of  this  program  depends  on  having  onc^    I'd  Ifcike 

to  repair  the  court  now  on  Oak  Sto   As  you  probably  Icnow  it 

is  slanted  and  in  very  bad  need  of  repair. 

There  is  a  possibility  of  having  the  Sea  Bees  do  the  mayor 
repairs  for  us.   Also  I'm  wondering  if  the  Quincy  School  site 
could  be  utilized  just  for  the  summer  as  a  baseball  field  and 
a  place  to  run  our  annual  Olympic  games  o   If  the  groiind  breaking 
v:ill  not  take  place  until  the  end  of  the  s\immer,  I  believe 
the  boys  and  I  along  with  the  Sea  Bees  could  fix  it  up  as  a 
usable  field  v;ithout  costing  a  great  deal  of  money  for  anyonco 

I  would  appreciate  hearing  from  you  as  soon  as  possible  about 
these  matters^ 


Sincerely  Yours 

V.'alter  Fp  ,'Juime,  Director 


Non-fmnnci'l'y  D":li:::ccl  v.'Hh  the  Ooyc'  Clubs  ol  Dorjion,  Inc. 


O 


4^ 


M- 
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May  1,    1972 


V?altei-  F,    Jaijns,    Director 
Chinstovm   Eoys '    Club 
888  V7ashington   Street 
Boston,   Massachusetts 

Dear  Walter: 

Tills  is  to  confirm  our  conversation  of  today„   Specif icallyj. 
I  thinlc  it  would  be  an  extremely  good  idea  for  the  basketball  court 
on  Oak  Street  to  be  repaired  by  the  UcS,  Navy  Seabees, 

If  you  have  any  questions  on  problems  while  I  am  av/ay^  contact 
Dave  Shea  v,'ith  regard  to  property  management  and  Bob  Kroin  if  any 
other  problems  occurs 

I  also  hope  that  if  the  occasion  arises,  you'll  permit  a 
former  Brooklyn,  Uew   Yorlc  youth  to  play  come  basketball.   My  jump- 
shot  is  slipping,  my  basketball  eye  is  going,  but  my  ardor  remains 
strong c 

Sincerely, 


Elliot  Friedmian 

South  Cove  Project  Director 


EF:jcg 

CC:   Rose  Dovino 


co:i7?/:'s.::oz  om  Ti'.e  futup3  of  boston's  CiJ.tatc,-,':! 


o 


^-    -  t..^->.- 


.Kay  8,  1972 


>.;:u-  Conference  Participant: 

I  a~  v.Titing  to  you  to  announce  the  ccnpletion  of  the  Conference  Project, 
:;".e  -cublication  of  the  F.e'oort  of  the  Conference  on  the  Pature  of  Boston's  China- 
•  '-,r\,   and  the  task  of  securing  a  viable  future  for  "ohe  Chinese  Coin:r.unity. 

The  purpose  of  the  Conference  Project  was  to  stimulate  discussion  of  the 
rhysics.lj  social ,  and  econor^iic  problems  threatening  -the  e:d.stence  of  Boston's 
Chinese  Ccrjnunity.  VJe  autenpted  to  involve  as  many  Chinese  from  the  New  England 
area  as  possible  in  an  examination  of  these  problems  and  a  discussion  of  possible 
arnroaches  for  alleviating  them. 

Many  organisations  and  community  members  participa.ted  in  the  Conference  held 
on  October  22 ,  23,  and  2l4j  1971}   and  the  subsequent  workshops.  Their  efforts 
have  culniinated  in  a  report  which  identifies  specific  problems  and  recomm,ends 
solutions  to  them.   It  is  hoped  that  the  publication  of  this  report  would  provide 
the  basic  impetus  for  the  beginning  of  an  organized  planning  process,  and  the  im- 
plementation of  social  programs.   This  is  now  available  at  no  charge  at  the 
■■'.arj'knoll  Sisters  Center,  78  Tyler  Street,  Cliinatovm.  Those  unable  to  come  into 
the  Community  can  request  that  a  copy  be  mailed  to  them  by  "iv-riting  to: 

I-Irs.  Davis  V.'oo 

Conference  on  the  Future  of 

Boston's  Chinato^.m 

5  Buchanan  Road 

VJest  Roxbury,  Mass.  02132 

However,  because  of  our  limited  mailing  budget,  we  m:a.st  ask  those  interested  to 
r.al<e  a  special  effort  to  pick  up  the  report. 

In  conclusion,  \ve  hope  that  the  report  will  famdliarize  the  commxmity  with 
ssues.   Bat  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  sr.all  group  idiich  has  been  in- 
in  this  project  must  be  drastically  enlarged  if  the  recommendations  in 
opcrt  are  to  become  a  reality.  V7e  must  all  contribute  to  meet  the  drastic 
c-ds  of  the  Chinese  Community  before  it  is  too  late. 

Thank  you. 


1  o  ■ 


)lved 


>',->> 


John  VJong,  Secretary 
Conference  Planning  Committee 


-// 


'ic--:-c^c   /^c-ii&'Uc^^it 


Icc'ic   /Id-4ccccitca^A' 


205  Harrison  Ave.  Boston,  Mass.  021 1 1 
61 7 -482 -445  s  -4452 

July   21,    1972 


Mr.  Elliot  Friedman 

Project  Director,  South  Cove  Area 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

City  Hall 

Boston,  Massachusetts   02202 


Dear  Mr,  Friedman? 


I  am  v/riting  to  thank  you  for  the  interest  and  support 
you  have  given  to  the  Task  Force  in  our  request  for  the  office 
space  at  199  Harrison  Avf^nue  for  our  health  center  staff/ 

Your  aid  is  greatly  appreciated  and  it  has  been  of  consid- 
erable help  to  us. 


Sincerely  Yours, 


Korbin  Liu,  Chairman 

Chinese  Community  Ilealth  Services,  Inc 


KL!ll 


A  Foc!orc!!y  l-undod  ComprcI'.cp.slvG  E-'calvli  Planning  Project 


JOil'l  U   li/'.    :'..  }■■._,  \..  -..d-n' 
JOSLt'H  r.  LC;. 'OY,  V,,„  F,r-,  •c..t 
FPLPLKIC   C.  CKUi:Ctl,  111.  l.i-csv.i-. 
CASIMIR  I'cKH.V.'..  JR.,  Sicr.toty 

F^:E.DL^iCl.  J.  D/.vis,  n.-ici.vc  Vic-  p-i-siJcnt 

DDKALD  C.  (.'U.^PAY.  F.rc»i.v<-  D..,  dor 


TME 


.  c  •' 


I  ■■  r  - 


15  Green  Slrcet 

Charlcstown,  f.!assachu3Ctts  0^129 

Telephone  242-1775 


Shaiino  In  ll'c  Wosrnchusrds  Hoy  Umlo^  Fund 

Member,  Boys'  Clv!i:  ol  America,  Inc. 

Founded  1B03 


July  24,  1972 


Mr.  Eliiot  Friedman 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

City  Hall 

I  City  Hall  Square 

Boston/  Massachusetts 

Dear  Mr.  Friedman: 

Walter  has  told  me  that  you  are  thinking  of  contacting  the  Don  Bosco  High  School  to  see 
if  they  will  allocate  space  for  the  Chinatown  Boys'  Club  to  use  when  their  new  school  is 
built.     As  you  know,  Fred  Davis  and  1  are  very  much  interested  in  the  Chinatown  Boys' 
Club  and  v,'e  appreciate  all  of  your  help. 

1  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  a  letter  that  I  sent  to  Father  Palumbo  quite  some  time  ago  in 
an  attempt  to  stimulate  some  interest  on  their  part  for  the  boys'  clubs  efforts.    Also  en- 
closed is  his  reply  back.     It  may  be  helpful  to  you. 


If  you  have  any  questions,  please  call 


me. 


Sfncerely, 


Donald  C.  Murray 
Executive  Director 


Enc. 

cc:    Fred  Davis 
V/alter  Jaime 
Fred  Settlemeyer 


SOUTH  noSTON  CLUUHOUSC 
Cotiiot  T'  and  w   Cih  Sin-,.!;.  So   no'.'.->n.  I.'.,-,:    o:i;7 


CHAfiLfSTovvN  ciunnour.c 

15  Gicicn  Slii'ol.  Ci..irli McAn,  M.iis    OJIiJ 


^^27-7X: 


ROxnunv  CLuoHousE 

lli  Wnaon  Clrccl.  noibury.  M.i 


July  28,  1972 


Mr«  Donald  C=  Murray- 
Executive  Director 
The  Boys*  Clubs  of  Boston^  Inc, 
15  Green  Street 
Charlestovrn,  Massachusetts   02129 

Dear  Mr^  Murray s  •- 

Thank  you   for  your   letter  of  July  24 th^    and   for   sending 
me  Father  Palumbo's   letter.      It  was  very   infonnatlvoa 

Sometime  in  Septeniber^  I  think  it  v;ould  be  useful  for  you, 
VJalter  and  reyself  to  sit  dov.-n  and  discuss  v/ays  in  which  it  ma-y / 
be  possible  to  raaxiraisio  the  chances  of  the  Chinato\^'n  Boys'  Club 
using  Don  Bosco's   facilities. 

The   information   I  have   indicates   that  Don  Bosco  would  be 
concerned   about   insurance   liabilitir^    added    staff   and  maintenance 
cost   as  %-;ell   as   satisfying  their  ovm  needs »    ■  ' 

Sincerely, 


Elliot  Friedman 

South  Cove   Project  Director 


EF: jcg 


VC 


O  km  >vij  fr  . 


^/v/c  i:Z^\,  ssoclatlon  ,  ,3nc. 


to   0XF0R3  STREET 
COSTO.'i.  KASS.'.CHUSHTTS  02111 


C^ 


c.^ 


Oct.  29,  1972 


Mr.  Ellj^.,( 
Project:  n 


rieaman 


Boston 


'  '''ctor  South  Cove 


City  11.,^^^  ^'^'Glopr.ent  Authority 


Boston , 


M, 


1;;' 


•Bear  Mr.  j..^ 


ednan . 


^r^  ic^    ^"''■'^uld  like  to  officially  request   that  CACA  be  allowed 
i-u  xfciasQ  J.  I  -"    - 

■Ur^r^t-r^,^    ^.      ''^^  two  buildings  o^med  by  the  BRA  located  on  Oak  Bt.  in 


by 
ra.    on  a  temporary  basis, 


Service 


ntly,  the  CACA  is  engaged  Adult  Education  and  Multi- 


^^'r  staff  member  for  the  Multi-Service  Center  and  staff 
'  are  all  in  temporary  quarters.  Our  Adult  Education  classes 


members  f>- 

Blue  Sh-'   '^'"'^  ^^^  Division  of  EmploN'ment  Security  and  Blue  Gross  and 

are  scatt.-,,.  ^^^ 

(-gjjpQj,    '^  ^'d  .here  and  there,  and  also  our  CACA  headquarters  are 


Oak  St   "  ^'''■'''-'1'^  appreciate  your  serious  consideration  on  the  above 
this  pr    ^^;''o.rty  and  v/ould  appreciate  your  advice  in  consun-jnating 
J  o  0 1:  . 


Sincerely  yours  , 


Richard  G.'  Len 
CACA  President 


c^ 


c^ 


Novecfaer  6.    1972 


Mr.   Richard  G.   Len 

CACA  President 

Chinose~i\incricari  Civic  Ascociation^    Inc. 

18  Oxford   Street 

Boston^  .,MasG.achusetts      .02111 

Dear  Mr*   Lens 

Thsnk  you  for  your  letter  of  Octobar  2'i ^    1972  ^  regarding 
the  lease  of  space  on  Oak  Stroeto 

The"  Boston  Redevelopment  Authorityj  as  you  knov/^  has  been 
leasing  Gpaco  to  a  variety  of  community  organizations.   These 
include  the  Golden  Age  Center,  the  administrative  offices  of  the 
Chinese  Health  Services  Clinic^  the  Chinatovni  Boys'  Club  and  the 
ChinfVi:ov;n  Y2:Crv.   Fiirther,  former  BRA  Director,  Kale  Champion, 
assisted  the  Chinatov;n  YIICA  in  obtaining  a  building  permit  to 
construct  the  "Y"  bubble  on  BPvil-ovrned  land, 

I  mention  these  items  to  indicate  the  Authority's  interest 
and  v/illii-jgness  to  help  the  Chinese  community  to  provide  vitally 
needed  social  services. 

Regarding  the  Ql-JZ'h   interest  for  buildings  on  Oak  Street,  at 
a  recent  meeting  with  Mayor  Kevin  H^  VThite  the  leasing  of  a  building 
on  Hudson  Street  v;as  discussed  for  the  first  time.   It  v;ould  be 
useful  to  Icnov;  whether  the  C^iCA  prefers  this  build ing,  if  it  becomes 
available,  or  those  on  Oak  Street  \f-i\^x\   they  become  available. 

The  former  csTior  of  the  building  on  Hudson  Street  should  be 
given  the  option  of  remaining  in  business  on  the  site  if  he  so 
choose.':.   If  lie  is  v;illing  to  move,  I  wou].d  then  be  harpy  to 
consider  leasing  th.e  building  to  the  cr.CA, 

I  v;culd  also  like  to  point  out  that  v/hile  the  BR^  leases 
property  to  com;:.unity  organisations  for  $1  per  year,  it  does  cost 
the  Authority  money  to  do  this.   Costs  include  paym.ents  in  lieu  of 
taj:os,  insurancn  liability  and  tr.e  need  to  pny  salaries  for  a 
property  manageroent  staff.   The  Authority  docs  not  generate  its 


<»  2  «» 

Mr.  Richard  G*  Lcn  (continued) 

ovm  funds  -and  it  is  dcr^cndcnt  entirely  on  rr.onies  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  Housing  m-.d   Urbr.n  DovolopnnGnt  and  the  City  of  Egg  ton. 
These  funds  are  extreinciy  5carce  and  v;]ien  money  is  spent  on 
maintcnancG  of  a  building,  this  mGuns  less  money  is  available  for 
permanent  long-term  iriiprovementsa 

The  services  to  be  provided  by  the  GACA  are  important  enough 
to  warrant  my  requesting  the  L'PJ\   Board  to  lease  the  property  to 
your  organisation^   Eut  It  is  important  for  the  CACA  to  understand 
that  there  are  real  costs  involved  in  asliing  to  lease  properties. 
In  addition^  these  leases  are^  of  course^  tiemporaryo   The  building 
on  Hudson  Street  is  part  of  the  R-1  Parcel  which  CACA  previously 
has  indicated  an  interest  in  developing a 

Sincerely, 


Elliot  Friedman 

South  Cove  Project  Director 


EP; jcg 


<:•'• 


^^ 


^- 


November  6»    1972 


Jarr.es  Fong 

Chinese  CoiTLTiUnity  Health  Services 

199   Harrison  J^venue 

Boston,    f-IassachuGetts      02111 

Dear  Bings 

The  following  is  a  list  of  projects  either  under  construction 
or  plaiineds 


IThVsE,  /DiZ  VE  LOFi'S  ITT 


SOURCE    OF   FUITDIHG 


Under  Conatri\ctiosi 


Tai  Tung  -212  units 


Mass.    PilcG   -  200  un5.ts 


FHA  221(d)  (3) 


PKA  236 


Yee  Family  Assoc.  -=■  12  units         MHFA 

Finnncinq  Committed 


Buildings  at  Chauncy^  Harrison 
and  Essex  Streets  <=•  70  units 

V7ong  Family  Assoc.  -  6  units 

Chinese  Christian  Church  - 
110  units 

Planned 


R-3/.R-3A  -  175  units 

R-4  (ncv;  Quincy  School  site) 
125  units 


FIIA  236  rehabilitation 


Private  financing 

FHA  236  elderly  - 
tentative  commitment 


236  or  MHFA 


236,  turnkey,  elderly 


R-1  Con-jnittcd  to  Chinese  community,  no  developer  yet  namied. 

Sincerely, 


Elliot  Friedman 

Sou  til  Cove  Project  Director 


& 
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\B   OXFORD  STREET 
BOSTON.  MASSACHUSETTS  02111 


November  2A,;972 


Mr.   EllQOt  Friedman 

Project  Director  South  Cove 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

City  Hall 

Bostons  Mass.  * 

Dear  Mr.   Friedman, 

Your  letter  of  Nov.  6,  1972  v.'as  indeed  informative  and 
I  thank  you  for  it.  At   our   last  CACA  council  meeting  held  on 
November  16,  I  x^as  requested  to  officially  request  that   CACA 
be  allowed  to  lease  the   Sun  building  on  Hudson  Street. 

We  understand  that  the  former  ovmer  should  be  per- 
mitted to  remain  in  business  if  he  so  desires  but  this  would 
be  extremiely  inconvenient.   A  first  floor  is  almogt  a  necessity 
fo-*-  our  CACA  >!ulti-Ser>rice  center  but  the  second  floor  can 
accom.modate  our  Adult   Education   classes  and  CACA  offices. 

The  CACA  is   aware  of  what  you  have  done  for  us   in  the 
past  and  and  vje  are  indebted  to  you  again  for  your  present  efforts. 
We  appreciate  and  thank  you  for  your  great  interest  in  Chinatovm 
proj  ects. 


Sincerely  yours  ,    ^ 


Richard  G.   Len 
CACA  President 


/h  :- '/ 
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BOARD  OF  APPEAL 


OFFICE     OF     THE     BOARD     OF     APPEAL 


December  5,  1972 


Decision  of  tlic  Board  of  Appeal  on  the  Apjical  of      Case    #    BZC-2605       Page    2 


:e 

Les 


The  appellant,  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority,  sought  a  variancf 
of  thie  provisions  of  the  Boston  Zoning  Code  and  Enabling  Act,  Articl( 
23,  Section  23-2,  regarding  off-street  parking  for  Public  Asserrbly 
Uses . 

A  variance  v/as  sought  because  off-street  parking  v/as  determined 
to  be  insufficient,  under  the  above  section  subsequent  to  the  applica- 
tion for  a  change  of  occupancy  on  behalf  of  the  proposed  lessee  of  the 
second  floor  of  the  premises  located  at  882-892  Washington  Street  in 
the  South  Cove  Urban  Renewal  Area.   The  proposed  lessee  was  the  China- 
tov7n  Boys'  Club  who  would  occupy  the  second  floor  of  said  premises 
to  carry  on  the  activities  normally  associated  v;ith  the  operation  of 
a  Boys'  Club. 

The  Board  grants  relief  for  a  variance  of  Articles  ?3"2  for  the 
reasons  below: 

1.  All  the  users  of  the  facilities  of  the  proposed  lessee,  the 
Chinatown  Boys'  Club,  are  under  sixteen  year.s  of  age.   Consequently 
they  do  not  operate  motor  vehicles. 

2.  The  premises  are  to  be  used  solely  for  a  "neighborhood"  Boys' 
Club,  accordingly  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the  users  of  the  facilitie: 
of  the  Chinatovm  Boys'  Club  are  able  to  walk  to  the  premises,  the  re- 
mainder are  able  to  use  public  transportation. 

3.  The  Boys'  Club  is  a  unique  community  benefit,  and  to  require 
off-street  parking  as  set  forth  in  Section  23-2  would  be  to  put  an 
unnecessary  and  undue  hardship  on  the  community  as  a  whole,  the  young 

.boys  v;ho  would  use  the  facilities  of  the  Boys'  Club  and  the  Chinatown 
Boys'  Club.   The  granting  of  a  variemce  in  this  case  would  not  be 
injurious  to  the  neighborhood  in  any  way. 

The  Board  is  of  the  opinion  that  all  the  conditions  required  for 
the  granting  of  a  variance  under  Article  7,  Section  7-3  of  the  Zoning 
Code  have  been  met,  and  that  the  varying  of  the  terms  of  the  Zoning 
Code  as  outlined  above  will  not  conflict  v/ith  the  intent  and  spirit  of 
the  Zoning  Code.   Therefore,  acting  under  its  discretionary  power,  the 
Board  unanim.ously  voted  to  grant  tliis  requested  variance  as  described 
above,  which  annuls  the    refusal  of  tlie  Building  Commissioner,  and  orders 
him  to  grant  a  permit  in  accordance  v.'itli  this  decision. 

Arvr:^/^^  us  to"  i-' ?•'-:'  >■-, 

■:/ 
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MDIORAi^JDUM 

TO:       Elliot  Friedrr.an,  Project  Director 

FROM:     Transport -:tion  Planning  Department 

DATE:     December  5,  1972 

SUBJECT:   SOUTH  COVE  PROJECT  . 

BAY  VILLAGE  TR.'-iFFIC  COMSIDEPj\TIONS 
OUR  MEETING  OF  NOVEMBER  30,  1972 


1.  On  November  30,  1972  a  meeting  was  held  in  Bill  Barbato's  Office  for 
regulatory  signs  and  parking  signs  to  control  the  traffic  on  Washington  Street. 

2.  Since  the  days  of  the  MBTA  tunnel  construction,  Harrison  Avenue  has  been 
operating  legally  as  a  two-way  street  from  Marginal  Road  -  Hudson  Street  to  Kneeland 
Street.   Now  that  Washington  Street  is  opened  to  traffic  there  is  no  longer  a  need 
for  the  two-way  movement  on  Harrison  Avenue.   The  Traffic  &  Parking  Department  will 
reestablish  the  one-way  southbound  movement  on  Harrison  Avenue  from  ICneeland  Street 
to  Marginal  Road-Hudson  Street  as  soon  as  possible.  .  ■ 

3.  The  Bay  Village  Association  has  requested  that  the  Traffic  Department 
reverse  the  flow  of  traffic  on  Church  Street.   Church  Street  was  made  a  one-way 
northbound  Street  when  Broadway  was  blocked  for  the  construction  of  the  Club  57. 
It  was  agreed,  at  that  time,  that  Church  street  would  be  returned  to  a  one-way 
southbound  Street  as  soon  as  New  Charles  Street  was  open  to  traffic.   The  B.R.A. 
has  recently  put  in  a  temporary  widening  of  New  Charles  Street  linking  it  to 
Broadvjay  and  it  is  probable  the  existing  pavement  conditions  could  adequately  handle 
the  flow  of  traffic  if  Church  Street  were  made  a  southbound  street.   Mr.  Galeota 
stated  that  he  would  have  a  traffic  survey  made  of  the  area  to  determine  how  many  vehic. 
are  depending  on  Church  Street  for  the  northbound  flow  and  a  decision  will  be  forth- 
coming as  soon  as  he  receives  the  survey  information. 

4.  If,  in  the  near  future,  the  Traffic  f<  Parking  Department  can  reverse  Church 
Street  it  would  be  an  added  improvenent  for  the  Bay  Village  Area  if  Cliurch  Street 


;  -7 


h-^~ 


could  be  physically  closed  at  Stuart  Street.  This  closure  is  according;  to  the 
BRA  Plan  so  the  B.R.A.  should  be  preparing  the  necessary  contract  docunents  in 
order  to  nake  this  improvement  as  soon  as  the  Traffic  &  Parking  Department  has 
reversed  the  flow. 

5.   The  Bay  Village  Association  has  also  requested  that  the  Traffic  &  Park- 
ing Department  reverse  the  flow  on  Piedmont  Street  and  Winchester  Street.   V.Tien 
Broadway  was  closed  Piedmont  Street  was  made  a  one-way  westbound  Street  from 
Broadway  to  Arlington  and  Winchester  Street  V7as  made  a  one-way  eastbound  Street 
from  Arlington  to  Broadway.   The  Bay  Village  Association  has  requested  that  the 
flow  of  traffic  would  be  reversed  on  these  tv7o  streets  thus  making  Piedmont 
Street  one-way  from  Arlington  to  Broadway  and  Winchester  Street  one-way  from 
Broadway  to  Arlington.   This  would  also  necessitate  making  Broadvjay  a  one-way 
southbound  from  Arlington  to  Winchester.  Mr.  Galeota  stated  that  he  would 
include  this  proposal  in  his  report  after  the  field  information  and  traffic 
studied  nave  been  completed.  /y       y    /y       /l// 


'•fdwinTTc^by     y/ 
Chief  Traffic  Engirl^r 

EFC/ng 

cc:   Joe  Galeota,  T&P  Dept. 

Bill  Barbate,  Project  Engineer 


TTlcnio/rom    ^ONALD  C.  MURRAY,   EXECUTIVE   jlRECTOR 
THE   BOYS-   CLUBS   OF   BOSTON 


December  12,   1972 


KAr.  Ellioi- Freedman 

Boston  Redevelopment  Authority 

I  City  Mali  Square 

Boston  City  Hall 

Boston,  Masso    02102 

Dear  Elliot: 

1  jus^  v/anted  to  let  you  knov/  hov/  much  we  oppreciote  your 
continued  Interest  in  the  Boys'    Clubs  of  Boston.    Your  appearing 
on  our  behalf  on  the  Chlnatov/n  Boys'  Club  zoning  dispute  was 
cnost  helpful. 

Again,  thank  you. 


Sincei^ly, 


Donald  C.  Murray 
Executive  Director 


( L  ~^C]iic, 


DCM:lb 


15  GREEN  STREET,  CHARLESTOWN,  MASS.  02129  TEL:  242-1775 
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Walter  F.  Jai.-nc 
Dirco:or 
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883  Washington  Street,  Eoston,  Massachusetts  021 1 1 


January   1$,    1973 


Dear  Elliot: 

I  talked  v.'ith  Fred  Settlemeyer  and  Don  Murray  about 
insurance  and  they  plan  to  ask  their  board  for  appropriate 
funds o 


The  [j.H  club  also  has  plans  on  running  several  new.  girl 
programs-  such  as  sewing,  and  grooming,. 

Thirdly,,  in  conjunction  v;.ith  the  Parks  and  Re.creatlons 
Department  I  plan  to  start  a  Tiny  Tot  prograiii  rrom  9'""--12  and 
as-  you  1-210VJ  this  is  a  much  needed  program  in  this  cormiaunityo 
If  ran  properly  it  can  be  a.  rewarding  experience  for-  many 
young  kids  in  Cliinatov;n  as  v/e.ll  as  in  the.  Castle  Sq»  area,.,-. 
From  v;hat  I  undera:tand  the  3,R,A  office  is  raoving  out  from^;v;. 
the  first  floor.  V'e  could  utilize  this  space.  I  assume  it  would 
be  vjell  used  from  9~12  each  day  and  from  2-10  for  junoir  club 
members.  As  I  explaine  d  in  a  previous  letter  my  problem  of 
attracting  a  larger  age  range  of  kids  was  the  lack  of  recreation 
spacee 

Just  recently  v;e  purchased  new  pool  equipment  and  ping 
pong  tables  and  the  space  on  the  second  floor  is  not  enough, 
I  hope  to  talk  w.ith  you  further  about  this  at  the  end  of  the 
week,  •     ■ 

Thank  you  for  your  time  and  consideration. 


Sincerly  Yours,. 


/ 


Walter   F.    Jain'.e 
Dii^cctor 


Ncn-f.r..-irc  .-.  .,■:.-::!:■:- J  v.:::;  Hi-  L-.:;:;'  C/;.;in  d  Dj::!on,  Inc. 
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BOSTON  CHINESE  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  SERVICES,   INC. 


January   22,    1973 


Mr.    Elliot   Friednan 

South  Cove   Project   Director 

Boston   Redeveloor.ent   Authority 

City  Hall      Room' 900 

■Bos-ton,    Massachusetts      02201 


Dear  Elliot: 

Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  January  12  informing  us  that  we 
can  lease  the  parkin.^  lot  at  the  corner  of  Harrison  Avenue  and  Oak 
Street.   The  fee  of  si40/nionth  is  acceptable  to  us,  and  I  assure  you 
that  the  spaces  v;ill  be  used  only  for  Health  Center  patients  and 
staff. 

We  will  contact  Kr,  Griffin  directly  to  arrange  the  rental  pay- 
ment rnechanisTTi.   Thank  you  for  your  cooperation. 


\ 
Sincerely," 


James  C.  Fong 
Executive  Director 


\ ..---" 
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199  HA":F.iiOM  AVtN'Ll: 


EOSTOM,  MASS.  02111 


(617)  .1S2-4532  OR   33 


ru(ij'.;c{  r.iicl  Lp.i.f'-.m'  in  roopc  c„'i^r,  s/jli  N',:w  Enj!,-,r,;'  /.',  ■clic.-'l  Center  tl-jspil.-.l--.,  Cily  Dcp^rlriior.!  of 
llc:.!lli  c:rrj  lio'.,'l.,ls,  .  tkI   Unil.nJ   St.i' -s  Ofi'Icv  of    llc-.llli,   [cliic    :ion  .ind  W-jif  iro. 
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GIRLS  IN  CKlNATowM    . 

^■lUWN   ARE  WELCOME 
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TO  SHARE  FACILITIES  IN  THE  BOYS  CLUB. 


Chub  BiiaMinff 

...        o 


r  / 


By  Catherine  Shcn  Hendlcy 
Globe  Correspondent 

:  The  inside  of  the  Chinatown 
Boys  Club  .'^pcm.s  po.^iUvcly  chccrv 
■.  .V  .  after  walking  to  ii  past  Uio 
muddy  cnnslruc'ion  area'  across  U 
Street,  the  decaying,  deserted  build. 
ing.s  all  around,  and  th^  j.  ,~ 
cramped  hallway  downsta;:^.        '    '^ 

Jl:i<:idp  the  walls  are  bri-hU^. 
painted  and  a  huge  b'jn-.b!ebre  n  \ 
cliib's  mascot  decorstrs  o.-.c  w.tiJ  o*" 
anotiier  is  a  fiery  dragon.  '' 


V  But   the   Boys'   Club 
fiuancial  and  spiritual. 

;  It  i?  not  financially  ,-a! 
Die  B'>y.s'  CL-bs  of  B--.: 
facilities    and    cquij^-incn 


r-cx-ds   help, 


■  at-d  With 
ar.d  v,-ii,v, 

have  con;r  .=o:e!y  frV.iv.  ;:■.,,  f.^,,,,.,.  ^, 
V.'altcr  .lainic,  daccto.-  of 
t(J\vil  club. 


■'^'C  Ch!n„- 


j    The    Bny;,'   Clu!)S   cf   \ 
helped,   bul    w:ll    n.1[    ^;;,]V 

ber.^iiip   uriiil   ilie   tluc-  c 
has  coni:v.uniiy  suppo,;. 

,'   So     far     n-io^t     of     i;,r.     f 
n'errhanl.s    have    >;is'.:i    ,],-, 
bj'ii'holT.      l',.ien;.';      a;c     .m 
l.icknir.   |-.r..r,vlri!.:,'  ri.'  •,■.1...^ 


"  '"n   h,i\e 


■'line,  p 

PI  ■inu'^ 
i"    <iu\ 


docs.  Those  with  whom  Jaime  talks, 
however,   become   enthusiastic. 

.laime  says  there  is  a  real  need 
for  his  club.  It  has  160  members  who 
pay  $1  a  year  dues,  but  many  more 
come,  most  of  Ihcnr  having  nowhere 
else  to  go. 

Both  .laime  and  Bill  Bray,  direc- 
tor of  the  Chinatown  YMCA,  say 
there  is  room  for  bo!i->.  the  Y  and  the 
Boys'  Club  in  Ciiinatov.n. 

Jaime  says:  "I  s'l've  mostly  the 
younficr  kid.s  while  the  Y  appeals 
to  the  teenagers." 

Bray  a.crces.  "I've  pot  .500  mem- 
bers and  tuo  Di-ofefsiona!  staffers, 
and  oar  facilr.ies  eons:.'',  of  a  cov- 
ered a.-iiiialt  piay;:;nu:id  and  a  tiny 
drop-m  eenlt-r.  V.xqw  if  ho;h  t!-.e  Y 
and  th.c  club  were  well-equipped 
and  r.(lc-.| j;i;c:\-  ,-ta;Tcd,  up  could  still 
use  b'Ml-,.  T!ie:T  a;e  so  many  kids 
of  ail  uiifcifnl  a.:es  to  =cr\e." 

Roth  men  .d.'^o  r.. 'e  that  Im'.Ii  of 
llu;r  orr-'-m/aMons  ;i:c  oiun  to  g:i  1." 
as  uel!  as  l,ii)y>. 

nijiinn  tl'.e  witilrr,  Jaime  is  the 
chibV'  only  .si.ilf.  Djiini;  t!,r  .siiin- 
nu  !■  I'.e  li,i>  1\'.  o  ■  ,M'.' 'H  \'.n:l-.cis  to 
ht.lj)   ;iiiil    ,1   i;,i|ls   ti'.kdicr    fi^'m    tlio 


Parks  Department,  who  teaches  but 
brings  no  paper,  pencils,  scisso.-s, 
etc. 

Jaime    says    he    tried    to    hire   ^i 
high    school    graduate    from    China- 
town as  a  full-time  worker  through 
the  Emergency  Employmerit  Act,  bu". 
City  Hall  said  .no,  claiming  he  was 

overstaffed.  .  .:■. 

•■.     ■'  ■'*■  -1 

The  club  was  actually  started 
back  m  lDfi6  when  Jaime^  who  h?i 
beer  a  volunteer  with  the  5.1ary- 
knoll  center  in  Chinatown,  joi,-.o.! 
the  air  force  but  pro;nised  the  kid.~ 
he'd  come  back  and  start  a  real  pro- 
gram for  them. 

Jaime  say.s:  "I  used  to  come  home 
(he's  from  .South  Boston)  o^w  leave 
and  make  plans.  I  really  loved  the 
wids.  Besides  it  was  somi'eihing  t-"" 
come  home  to." 

In  1070  he  started  the  club,  ccr- 
Kiiading  the  Boston  Ivedevelopr-.'^n: 
Aut'-.onty  to  let  hinrtiso  r:;,S  V/a-h- 
■  !.'".j:;.':i  it.  u.'itil  its  demolition  in  Ih':^ 
ne;-.!  few  yi-.irs.  lie  is  kioking  ic 
new  quarters  now,. 

The  Weymouth  Kav.d  .'Mr  St.iti.-:'. 
don.iti-d  paml  ntid  the  k\d.s  lielpf'' 
1(1  1  iiio\',,ir  the  mlcricr. 


1  ■       . 
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\   ■  .',   Q-  Tai  Tung  Village,  a  214-unit  apartment  complex   in   Chinatown. 

'■"^  ^  ^  staff  Pnolo  by  Dennis  Bresrl^y 

2f-'-L.-,';  ApartmcnL  Complex  .. 


hioatowo  ¥b 
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^VINOVITZ     complex  that  has  been  eight 
'  ;n  China-     years  in  planning  and   build- 
:  ::'ment     ing,  will  open  its  dcors  to  its 
first  tenants  within  30  days. 

The  lowest  of  the  four 
buildings  in .  the  village,  a 
three-story  structuve  contain- 
ing one  floQj;^  of  commercial 
space  and  two  of  apartments, 
will  be  the  site  of  an  opening 
ceremony  this  month,  accord- 
ing to  William  Rnop,  the 
project  director  for  D  C  A 
Corp.,  developer  of  Tai  Tung. 

The  other  three  buildings  — 

of  8,  12  and  15  stories  —  are 

"about     So     percent     done," 

I  Roop   said,   and   he   set   nc.vt 

'  March  as  the  target  date  for 

,  --cir  completion. 

All  of  the  aparlmcnis  were 

'■:!'.ed  as  of  March   15,   and 

'  -^ie    is    a    waiting   l.st    of 

■■!  100  families,  according 

■  .111  K.  iV.  Chan,  rcsidc.it 

■  ,;cr.     Priority    went    to 
(!i.-p!ac.'d    by   the   con- 

■   n  of  'n^  Soiithr.T.n  Ex- 

•y  r.n;I  the  M.:!->.ichu- 

~-.rr.p;ke    ard    hv    the 

■■■  of  flie  site  fcr  the 

•  'iiictv  pciccni  of  the 

.:!   be   Chir.o.-^o   and 

'  .i:n-Cl.inc.'^o,  Ci'-in 

r,  a  twfv.Tr.-''""- 

■3     boin-.JvM     hy 

■•   and   Oil's    "':id 

!:ie   corii!'-'-"^   '^ 

ast    riT.-;c;e, 

:d  nv.-.i'.  \^:^- 

:.\nik  rf  ^--''i- 

:  .'isiii.-  ?.  »'^- 
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afford  tenants  mere  secluded 
living  units  with  private  en- 
trances. 

The  grounds  have  been 
landscaped  and  a  ICO-car  park- 
ing lot,  a  piaza  and  a  play 
area  have  been  installed. 

Forty  percc.U  of  the  pari- 
ments  will  come  under  the 
provisions  of  a  recent  sup- 
plement program  with  the 
tenants  paying  no  more  than 
one-quarter  of  their  annual 
income  and  the  federal  gov- 
ernment paying  the  difference. 

For  those  tenants  not  on  the 
supplement  program,  the  rent 
for  a  one-bedroom  apartment 
will  be  S151.50,  for  a  two-bod- 
room  $1S0,  a  three-bedroom 
$206  and  a  four-bedroom 
$225.50.  There  will  be  air  con- 
ditioning in  the  one-  and  two- 
bedroom  apartments.  -,  j^ 

A  joint  venture  of  DC.\  and 
the  Boston  Chinese  commun- 
ity's Urban  Renewal  Cnnimi:- 
tee  and  part  of  the  V-^£u^^ 
Redc\'c!opm  e  n  t  Aulhoriiy'.- 
Soutil  CovC  urban  rcnci'-.i 
program,  the  $7  millio.T  p:c- 
ject  was  thwarted  for  scve.-. 
ycars  by  proMcms  \\;;h  cos;.:, 
site  and  community  cpn;r."i!. 
The  struggle  c.ime  to  a  hap-y 
conclu.sion  on  April  21,  IfTl, 
with  a  pro;:r.d  I'lcV-.m;;  r-:-r"- 
niony  that  fc.'.iaicd  \v:S:.\- 
Cdlnrcd  draL;rr.'t  dm.  i.'-g  iip-i 
the  ilien-vaiaiil  h.t  lo  '.^ard  o!.' 
any  evil  .'^p^lI^. 

Arrdiilinr,  to  Cl'.in,  In  ri'.in- 
csi>  "I.u"  iniMr.>  ■'.■i'.  n  v. li:.lo," 
;in(l  "tun;-"  mi-,,ns  "ihc- 
.v.nnc."      'Il;::  .    t''-''    n.ni'.r    ,  f 


NAME  OF  AGENCY"  Hast  Cor. ton  Rccrcntlon  Hnster  Plnnnin!:;  Land  Use  Advisory'  Council 
.   388  Iioridinn  Street: ,   East  BosLon,  Massncluisetts 

COMMENTS  0:J  VJORKABLE  PROGR^^M:      '  •  .     ,    '  j 

We  have  taken  tlie  liberty  of  Gnclosing  a  copy  of  an  article  published  in 
the  Boston  Hcrnld  Travel  or.   It  suns  up,  quite  accurately,  the  present  rapport 
betv;een  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  staff  and  the  active  residents  and 
the  long  established  groups  of  the  corjiiunity. 

We  v;ould  be  remiss,  however,  if  we  did  not  indicate  that  the  BRA  staff 
was  literally  "run  out  of  tovm  in  1965"  after  the  disaster  of  the  V.^est  End 
V7hich  made  citizens  on  the  entire  City  of  Boston  very  skeptical  and  suspicious 
of  the  ERA  staff,  Board  and  their  tactics.        .      . 

Bob  Lurcott,  of  the  BRA  staff,  attended  one  of  the  first  meetings  of  the  ■  . 
newly  organized  and  officially  recognized  East  Boston  Recreation  Advisory 
Council  in  1968.   He  faitlifully  attended  meetings  for  many  months  just  listen- 
ing to  our  deliberations  and  our  diligent  efforts  tov^ard  making  East  Boston  a 
better  place  in  v/hich  to  live.   We  have  been  most  fortunate  to  have  Bob  Lurcott, 
Dick  Lundgren,  Roy  Bishop  and  Bill  Yuhas  and  most  recently,  Bob  Walsh,  all  of 
the  liTJi   staff,  working  cooperatively  V7ith  us  to  help  us  plan  our  ov.m  destiny. 
Their  services  have  been  dedicated  and  well  over  and  beyond  the  "call  of  duty". 
They  have  been  sensitive  and  perceptive  to  the  community's  needs  and  desires 
and  have  worked  hard  to  implement  our  proposals. 

Ue  therefore  feel  the  serv'ices  of  the  Boston  Redevelopment  Authority  in 
East  Boston  since  1968  have  been  invaluable  to  the  planning  process,  and  in 
Eany  cases  the  implementation  of  projects  in  the  "rebirth  of  East  Boston."  . 


Edith  G.  DeAngelis,  President 
EBRl-rPLUAC  . 


X^-i- 


/  3,  /^7^- 


SIGNED. 
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JulyD7,   1972 


Ml-,   riobert  T.   Kenny 

Boston  iiedevelop.T.ent  Authority  .  '    ■ 

One  City  Hall  Square  '  ■•         .. 

Boston,  Massachusetts  '  .  - 

Dear  Robert,  .  .        ^ 

-As  you  know  on  June  I9,  1972,  the  Boston  City  Council  voted  8-1  to  pass 
the  55  million  Bond  Issue  for  the  Boston  Parks  and  Recreation  Depart.r?.ents 
proposal  for  acquisition  of  space  and  "the  development  of  recreational 

..facilities  throughout  the  City  of  Boston, 

The  East  Boston  Recreation  Kaster  Planning  and  J-and  Use  Advisory  Cquncil 
is  most  6-rateful  to  you,  your  staff  and  especially  Boy  Bishop,  Bill  Yuhas 
and  Sandra  Fines  for  your  interest  and  support  of  the  proposal  in  its 
original  form,  -  .      • 

We  all  kno\'  that  a  far  reaching  prograjn  such  as  this,  further  enhanced  by 
federal  funding  from  B.CR.  and  H.U.D.  ,  can  not  only  begin  to  aesthetically 
restore  parts  of  the  city  to  the  natural  beauty  seen  generationa  ago  and 
provide  viable  recreational  facilities  for  the  .residents  of  almost  all 
cor.-unities  v.'ithin  the  city,  but  most  importantly  can  orovide  a  tremendous 
iJiipact  tc-.s-ards  the  reversal  of  the  trend  of  the  "death  of  a  city",  especially 
tov;ards  the  preservation  of  Bast  Boston  as  a  viable  residential  corn-unity. 
We  are  grateful  to  you  for  your  role  in  making  this  proposal  a  reality.   • 


Gratefully  yours,  \ 


Kditli  G.  De  Angelas 
President 
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J  Thf  Boston  KeJevrlrprr.rr.t 
Au'.hnrity  is  in  i!-.»  n;:d.>t  of  ;;i  ex- 
Citir?  prpjpc'.  i.T  Fj-1  B~;icin,  a  k;.".d 
of  lcx;bo.-pk  f\;:Tr;c  of  ihc  br-rc-f,;s 
that  sccrue  whc.T  «  puh'.ic  ajrr^cv 
works  clc  =  cly  w:lh  th«  pf'^p'"  i^  a 
community,  T',c  piJn  is  to  buiid  300 
unilj  r/  hnu5:n:  f-^r  Ir.e  elderly  on 
a  S-sc<e  jitp  on  the  ustrrfror.t  off 
Maverick  jq.  Jhp:e  i.<.  al  prr-.m!.  r.n 
>iou5irF  for  Ihc  elderly  in  Kssi  Bnj. 
ton,  shhojgh  tr.ere  are  thousands 
V'ho  qualify. 

A  number  o!  Ihin:'  .Tiililate  fo.- 
this  pr-^jecl  snd  ihis  jre.  Tiie  ares  ;s 
under-utilized.  It  is  lrs-a!ed  less  than 
e  block  from  the  Mave;ick  sq.  J-IBTA 
ttation,  tAO  churches,  a  frocerv 
tlore,  and  a  pharina-ry.  The  post 
Office,  welfare  office.'and  health 
center  sre  two  blocks  away.  ;nd 
the  site  it  one  hilf  mile  from  East 
Boston's  largest  shoppinE  center  and 
sn  elderly  loun;»  operated  by  the 
East  Bo.-ton  A:ea  Plai-nin;  Action 
Council.  Le'A-is  st.  would  become  « 
pcde.-'rtan  mall  clo-ed  to  traffic. 
And  I.Sp  area  1.=;  one  of  llie  least  af- 
fected by  aircraft  nni.te. 

The  RfiA  has  v.oiked  for  several 
years  uilh  a  coahtion  of  groups  rrp- 
resentm?  recr',:ttir.n,  U'AK'-.t  planning 
end  land  u.>e  in  laM  Kn^ion.'and  the 
plan  that  enicigrs  has  sirrnc  corn- 
munily  support.  L?-t  urrk.  however, 
e  snag  d'-velopcd.  The  Massachusctls 
Port  Authority,  which  plans  to  budd 
6  $30  million  coiila;.ieri;.alion  faciliiv 
on  p.n  adjacent  35  acres,  asked  the 
BRA  to  delay  or  move  tha  p.njecl, 
compiainini;  that  the  propor.al  to 
close  Lewis  st,  would  intcrfeic  with 
truck  ecct.=  s  to  the  Port  Authority's 
propert.v.  And  because  of  truck  noise, 
the  Port  Authority  said,  the  sue  was 
inappropriate  for  a  housir.:;  project. 

^  But  llie  BRA  had  promised  to 
widen  Frc.T.en  St.  to  70  trci  to  pro- 
vide more  acrci.^  than  I.ev.is  st.  There 
8lso  is  the  possibility  of  buj-irg  the 
nearby  raiihed  that  would  provide 
truck  access  with  a  n'.mimum  of  dis- 
turbance for  people  who  live  in  ilast 
Boston. 

The  ER.A  has  be"n  planning  (he 
project  for  three  years.  It  lias  worked 


earffuily  with  corrununily  Itadfrs. 
It  Y^i  rereued  more  than  S3  miihcn 
in  federal  tund«,  acquired  the  land, 
a.-.d  cone  through  the  painstaking 
process  of  obtsininE;  approval  by  the 
city  council  and  the  state.  Many  de- 
velopers aheariy  h.ivc  mveslrd  mon- 
ey in  proposals  which  they  will  sub- 
m.it  next  \'.  cck.  De,mo!;t;o.'\  contracts 
are  to  be  let  in  the  Fall,  relocation 
of  bii-mess  is  in  process,  and  con- 
struction is  scheduled  to  begin  in  the 
Spring. 

That  is  why  it  w.-as  prudent  last 
Thursday  for  the  BRA  to  reject  the 
Pert     Authoiity     request     that     the 
project     be     delayed     or     the     tile 
moved.    A    delay    now    v.-ould    jeo- 
pardize  the   present    project   as   well 
as   pljns    for    another    neighborhood 
development   en    a    15-acre   site    ad- 
joining    Lewis      St.      That     second 
project    would    provide    up    to    600 
low   and   moderate  income   dwelling 
units  and  m.ore  planned,  open  ^Y^at^. 
The     Port     Authority     has     not 
m.ade  a  ca'e  for  delay.  Indeed,  tneie 
still  exists  a  question  cf  whether  it 
is  a  good  idea   to   build   a   container 
facility    at    ail    in    East    Boston.    In 
1570,   Ernest   Fiankell   of   MIT  con- 
durt^d     a    stud.v,    cnm.missioncd    by 
the   BR.A.  which   questioned   the   ef- 
ficiency  of   building   container    faci- 
lities   in    thire     different     locations 
within     Boston's     port.     The     study 
further  questioned  East  Boston  as  a 
site   because  of   the   increased   truck 
traffic   through   the  community. 

There  may  be  «  lesion  in  the 
current  disagrcf  .ment  between  the 
port  authority  and  the  BRA.  The 
ER.A  says  it  ha.',  sent  several  letters 
proposing  a  meeting  with  the  MPA 
to  discuss  seaport  development.  But 
a  source  inside  the  MPA  s^ys  that  it 
is  d.fficult  to  com.municate  with  the 
Bn.-\  and  that  the  BRA  does  not 
deal  realistically  with  port  planning. 
The  two  agencies  ^re  powerful 
and  they  bear  the  responsibility  for 
the  future  nut  only  of  Boston's 
port,  but  «lsJ,  in  large  pari,  of  the' 
city  itself.  It  i.  in  the  best  interest 
of  Boston  for  tliem  to  com.m.unicate 
belter  tha.n  ihey  have. 


LETTERS  TO  Tl 


In 


our   prisons 


tt'i    ClCCuT.Cl, 
tNDP  J) 


,'''",'^.-=T.':^;-i^.'.7  //  /,' 


Comr.  Boone  did  not  create  tr.e 
iitualicn.  He  failed  to  dc-^J  u-r.h  :t. 
Hence  he  uor5cncd  it.  I  refer  to  1.-.9 
con  bo5!;  problems  m  our  pr:sor.5. 
Prior  to  h:s  com;n;:.  it  e.'<!£'Ki  b-,'. 
cperalGd  under  71  co:-,cr»:ri;;;  of  jo.-:5 
with  the  le^jlimate  sdnuniSlration. 

Prisons  should  be  yma'>r  (r.o 
n-.ore  Ih^n  200  inn'^'cM  and  tr.cn  :.-'^ 
flrong  arm  fiovcrnT.cnt  f.hnuld  b* 
dc;;lt  with,- by  \vii.-='cvrr  rr.car.s  :*. 
tr.kcs.  Kr-pres^inn  of  ih;:cs  'a'kI  r.-\ 
chanpe  Ihrm.  But  r.e:i'~.''r  u'lU  all  '.'9 
riioie  humane  pin;;:,Trn:  her^t-j^e  t".c7 
fire  as  yet  in  piuln^np-iy  a\  ht.-.-  pcr,.-;. 
ocist.  Lift  rep:  c^-^ion  \,rAf'x  f^cr  pres- 
ent circun-.s:,-ir.(r';  ar.d  ^n  rpprcv-:-n 
such  as  cc^ciibrd  {:n  v\'i;it  T,r,w  en 
be  called  a  riymc  dfi  l..i,j:;r>n)  by  !*^ 
inm-ftp  i\  ho  ui  oie  in  Scr^av  r 
McCann  uill  \\\\  ;),c  \.i:ju;ii. 

Thi.i  ha:d  \iew  H^c;  n-"''.  rxclur!* 
ftnv  of  the  "new''  intrr.i^.  \\  c'^^<  ?-< 
th'i>^c  in  flulbnnly  In  rir^l  w.'.h  ih* 
l:m:i;ili'MH  nf  h.ird  ir..|';\'.  J.^*  p':- 
c^r.i  j^'*  of  ih"vo  (!i-i|  r,-in  f  r  rcl-.ip.i;- 
l  ■s!*- 1  i".\  rn  hv  1 ''/«  ff'-'  '■:?•  ^'i^rcr  r ^r.- 
in«l  irfifxi  \\\e'  dcj:.'  Ir  frrix  in  \  < 
I'fii;.  \\  in'I'Td  l;p  c\rr  d.d  d'>  t-'f 
gut  unik  of  .T  pi  i:on. 

Tl^-^'C   \^  I'l^   n!l»  .ticr.rtirii   f  v  fu'*'^- 

dni  I'Mii.i.Mv  (n'-'t  r-.m-.xl)  hi^f 
r'vfr  huf  In  '!«■;>  thf  <!-iih.  h'^r:'^- 
#'*\u  il  I  ■ip'*.  iti  i.Mfii  f.c  ir; :  r-r  «:.^ 
Mihllr  t'M  luM-  of  duiMili'  a;..'C     i"" 


^ .  ^  ■ 
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'Oparotive  Planning 


By  ROBERT  HANNAN 

Time  v/as  wlien  the  Boston 
Rede  velopnient  Authority' 
would, have  been  run  out  of 
East  Boston  had  it  dared 
came  in  and  propose 
Anything. 

But  now,  quietly,  the  BRA 
is  using  quiet  diplomacy  and  j 
planning  along  with  people  tO' 
gain  some  acceptance  in  the 
peninsula  '  district  where 
suspicion  of  all  authorities 
runs  high. 

.  Tlie  BRA  has  just  let  out 
Its  packet  for  a  "turnkey" 
development  of  a  250-unit 
public  housing  lor  the  elderly 
comp'ex  backing  to  Maverick 
square. 

Tills  Is  one  of  the  first  joint 
ventures  vrith  tha  B  o  s  t  o  n 
Housing  Authority  for  con- 
struction of  public  housing 
outside  formal  urban  rcnev/al 
areas.  It  means  a  sign  of  co- 
operation between  the .  two 
city  oriented  public  authori- 
ties and  a  group  of  East 
Boston  citizens  v.'ho  helped 
plan  the  $5  million  develop- 
ment. 

The  meelings  with  local 
groups  date  back  two  years 
as  both  city  and  citizens 
worked  through  the  throes  of 
developing  East  Boston's  first 
public  housing  for  elderly.  It 
involved  p'ans  that  mean  the 
tcrminaMon  of  Lewis  street 
leading  to  the  v.-alerfront. 

Tlie  area  is  near  the  old 
ISCO  Restaurant  site  which 
burned  last  year  ns  planning 
for  the  housing  was  in  pro- 
gress. 


BRA  involvement  In  East 
Boston  is  noticeable  In  other 
areas  along  the  Boston  Har- 
bor waterfront. 

A  waterfront  park  in  co- 
operation v.ith  the  park 
department  and  another  pro- 
posed recreational  site  has 
had  assistance  of  the  BRA's 
planning  co-ordinator  Roy 
Bishop. 

As  one  BRA  spokesman 
explained,  the  planning  liaison 
works  In  low  key  fashion, 
meeting  with  East  Boston 
groups  and  assimilating  the 
people's  I  ideas  on  projects. 
Then  he  attempts  to  trans'ate 
them  into  workable  plans. 

Co-operative  planning  with 
residents  Is  also  going  on 
outside  BRA  involve.ment  in 
East  Boston.  Citizens  have 
been  Involved  In  working  out 
plans  v.'ith  developers  of  th.3 
Shore  Plaza  East  project. 

The  result  was  reducing  a 
proposed  10-story  apartment 
building  which  v/ould  block 
the  waterfront  view  to  a 
cluster  of  lower-rising  build- 
ings and  more  open  space. 

Inland  in  East  Boston,  the 
BRA  is  involved  in  a  touchy, 
but  showpiece  development. 
An  "infill  housing"  develop- 
ment of  eight  leased  public 
housing  units  is  in  process  on 
city  land  made  available  to 
the  developer  through  BRA. 

Director  Robert  T.  Kenney 
notified  the  City  Council  la~f 
week  he  will  push  to  see  the 
project  comipleted  and  t  o 
provide  needed  housing-  in 
East  Boston. 


INTER-OFFICE  COMMUNICATION 


TO  Distribution  List 

FROM  Roy  Bishop 

DATE  February  6,    1973 

SUBJECT  Shore  Plaza  East  -  East  Boston 


An  emergency  ir.eeting  of  the  Shore   Plaza  East  Negotiating  Corrimi  ttee 
(SPENC)  was  called  to  discuss  recent  events:    <-?S°  •   -■■ 

1.  East  Boston   CDC  has   broken  off  negotiations  vrl^th   First 
Realty  by  mutual    consent.     According  to  CDC,  only  Taylor,  Woodrow, 
Blitman  can  save  the  project  since  it  has  a  financial   stake  of  $300,000 
in  the  project.  ■  .^  .... .  .       •     . 

2.  Lester  Gross,   formerly  with   First  Realty,   now  representing 
the  contractor  on  the  project,  Taylor,  Woodrow,   Blitman   (TIJi3)   has   reached 
a  tentative  agreement  with  Max  Kargman, 

However,   before  proceeding  any  further.   Gross  asked  for  and  received, 
after  some  discussion,   commitments   from  the  SPEIxC.     These  com.mitments  are; 

a.  SPENC  does  not  object  to  TV/B  becoming  the  new  owner 
and  borrower  •'     .  .  . 

b.  SPENC  does  not  object  to  a  change  in  design  from  392 
units  to  380  units.      (This  has  the  possibility  of  improving  the  design). 

c.  SPENC   does  not  object  if  the  project  must  charge  the 
new  maximum  rents  under  the  235  program.  _     .     .   . 


Gross  seemed  optimistic  with  respect  to  clearing  the  other  hurdles  which 
the  project  faces:  •   •  • 


f 


,  /• 


1.  HUD  and  KHFA  must  grant  an  extension  to  allow  PARD  Team  to 
finish  the  architectural  drawings,  to  allow  soil  test  borings  and  found- 
ation systems  studies  to  proceed,  and  TWB  must  be  accepted  as  the  new 
owner  and  borrower. 


.■^       2.  The  City  must  allow  a  tax  agreement  which  sets  taxes  at  15% 
of  gross  effective  income.  Current  policy  foi^  a  236  project  is  17w  of 
g.e.i.  Gross  indicated  that  the  City  originally  had  agreed  to  a  15%  rate 
^  ;■>'"■"  when  the  project  started. 


3.  The  Building  Dopartii'ont  must  waive  the  new  earthquake  re- 
_  -,'^  "^  quireirents. 


Gross  estin-iatcd  that  the  time  needed  would.be:  ■, 

1.  90-120  days  for  working  drawings  to  be  completed. 

2.  50. days'  for  HUD  to  process   the  project  as   a  change  order. 


Gross  had  discussed  the  situation  with  Dan  Richardson  of  HUD  and  Rich- 
ardson,   according  to  Gross,  wants  to  see  the  project  work  and  Gross  feels 
Bill  White  of  MHFA  will    also  lend  support.     The  City  and  BRA,   I   assume, 
will   also  be  called  upon  to  write  letters  of  support.  ■         ■•■     ^         ■ 

The  key  issue  is  whether  the  City  will   allow  a  15%  tax  agreement  (will 
the  City  consider  this  a  new  or  old  project?)  or  whether  it  should  per- 
haps contribute  to  the  operating  expenses  of  the  project  by  accepting 
the  streets  within  the  project  as  City  streets  and  maintaining  them. 
We  wiVl   evaluate  whether  the  latter  could  improve  the  situation. 
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May   26,    1972 


EAST  I',OST(K\'  !:i-CnrATJO:-:.  MAST!:R  rLAi\'j;'l,\'G 
AND  LAND  USi:  ADVISOHY  COUNCIL 

N4  MERIDIAN  STJiLL'f  ■  '    ■ 

EAST  BOSTON.  MA        0212S  \  -        ,  •  -  " 

0 


Dear  Friend: 

As  a  result  of  the  participation  of  many  of  East  Boston's  senior  citizens,  tlie  Boston 
Redevelopment  Authority  (BRA)  is  preparing  to  advertise  in  the  near  future  for  developers 
to  build  elderly  liousing  in  Maverick  Square.  Interested  developers  will  receive  a  package 
of  information  which  will  include  many  of  llie  recommendations  submitted  by  th.ose  senior 
citizens  who  attended  our  meetings.  We  are  grateful  for  this  participation  because  it  tnily 
reflects  the  interests,  desires,  needs  and  concerns -of  the  elderly;  thus  it  is  truly  your 
development  and  not  ours. 

The  following  steps  still  must  be  completed  before  ground  is  broken  for  the  Elderly 
Housing: 

1.  All  interested  developers  respond  to  the  BRA  advertisement  and  prepare 
comprehensive  plans  in  ]:eeping  v/ith  the  information  and  guidelines  developed 
by  the  BRA,  the  Boston  Housing  Authority  (BHA),  and  East  Boston  senior 
citizens. 

*2.      This  council  v/ill  form  a  sub-committee  to  scr\'e  as  the  Project  Area  Committee 
(PAC)  and  to  determine  officers  of  the  PAC. 

*3.      The  BRA,  BHA,  and  the  PAC  shall  review,  screen  and  select  the  best  development 
proposal   for  the  elderly  housing. 

*4.      A  series  of  meetings  will  be  held  to  re\'iew  the  design  of  the  winning  proposal. 

5.  Final  plans  are  drawn  by  the  developer  incorporating  all  feasible 
recommendations  of  the  PAC,  the  BRA  and  the  BHA. 

6.  The  developer  obtains  all  necessary  City,  State  and  Federal  approvals. 

7.  Break  ground  and  commence  construction.- 
*Activities  that  you  ca)i   participate   in   by  attending  our  meetings. 


Much  hard  work  has  been  involved  to  date.  AUhourJi  tiic  process  seems  endless,  much 
has  been  accomplished  Wliile  much  v/ork  still  must  be  done!  The  fact  that  we  have  been 
able  to  go  this  far  is  credit  to  the  Senior  Citizens  Ihemselvcs  and  their  friends  wlio  fought 


(o  liavL'  ;i  clcvclc'pmcnl  of  lunisin;-:  \'nv  llie  cidcily  in  Hast  IJu^lo^l  and  met  faillifiilly  to 
help  cstal'li^li   design   criteria   for   the   housing. 

It  has  been  a  long  wait,  hut  please  do  not  get  discouraged.  We  jut  n-io\'ing  forward  but 
still  need  your  helix  We  not  only  welcome  you  to  our  meetings  but  we  encourage  you 
to  come  and  participate  in  the  discussions,  .^n  active  Project  Area  Committee  is  a  key 
to  the  success  of  th.e  entire  project.  The  (^)  starred  items  of  "tasks  to  be  completed" 
indicate  the  decision-making  role  of  the  PAC.  Along  with  the  decisions  comes  the  need 
for  work   and   responsibility. 

We  would  also  like   to  clarify  a   few  common  questions: 

.  1.  The  EBRMPLUAC  is  a  non-profit,  non-political,  non-funded  citizens  council  of 
unpaid  volunteers  who  have  dedicated  their  efforts  to  make  East  Boston  a  better 
place   in   which   to   live. 

2.  Tiie  EBRMPLUAC  has  no  respo!isibilit>'  in  accepting  applications,  screening,  or 
placement  for  housing.  This  v/ill  be  handled  by  the  BHA  and'  Little  City  Hall. 

3.  Tlic  EBRMPLUAC  will  have  no  responsibility  relating  to  the  management  of 
the  jiousing  development. 

4.  The  main  fuiiction  of  the  EBRMPLUAC  and  the  PAC  is  to  sen'c  as  a  liaison 
between  the  BRA,  the  BHA,  the  Developer,  and,  most  importantly,  the  Elderly. 

5.  Many  developers  will  want  to  build  this  housing.  They  will  present  proposals, 
and   tut   best  proposals   will   be  selected  on,  a  fair  competitive   basis. 

6.  No  developer  will  receive  preferential  treatment.  The  quality  of  the  design  and 
quality  of  the  entire  proposal  will  determine  the  selection  of  the  developer.  W^e 
want   the   best   for  our  Senior  Citizens. 

7.  The  membership  of  our  council  and  the  PAC  is  open  to  all  residents  of  East 
Boston,  regardless  of  their  age. 

With  your  help,  v/e  can  have  the  best  housing  for  the  elderly  in  the  United  States.  If 
you  are  interested  in  becoming  a  member  of  the  Project  Area  Committee,  please  complete 
and  return   the  enclosed  questionnaire   to  us  at    144   Meridian  Street,   East   Boston. 

Yours  for  a  better  East   Boston, 

Edith  G.   De  Angelis 

President 

EBRNIPLL'AC  and   Acting  Chairman, 

East   Boston   j'loject   Area   Committee 

Enclosure. 
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are  not  only  irresponsible  but  defy  the  fair,  competitive 
market  and  the  impartial,  democratic,  honest,  critical  and 
objective  evaluation  by  the  P./^.C.  in  the  selection  of  a  developer 
Although  we  expected  that  a  developer  would  be  selected  at  a 
previous  meeting,  v/e  have  spent  an  additional  thirteen  plus 
hours  On  one  Saturday  in  this  phase  -  (seven  and  one  half 
continuous  hours  without  even  a  break  for  lunch)  in  order  to 
critically  evaluate  and  objectively  deliberate  on  our  selection 
of  a  developer.   To  this  date  no  official  elimination  has  been 
made.   Also,  to  this  date  no  developer  has  been  selected  by  the 
P.A.C. 

Other  irresponsible  statements  made  such  as  "I  would  rather 
see  the  project  burn  down  than  see  our.  elderly  pushed  into  the 
hands  of  First  Realty"  ,  "Apparently  city  Hall  has  more  interest 
in  feeding  the  fat  cats  dovmtown  than  putting  a  few  crumbs  on 
the  table  of  East  Boston  residents"  ,  "...feels  that  political 
favortism  rather  than  evaluation  of  the  various  contract  bids 
v;as  responsible  for  the  demise  of  C.D.C.  bid"  plus  many  other 
Undocumented  statements  have  been  printed  in  poor  judgement. 

Ke  resent  and  abhor  these  and  other  statements  that  belittle, 

degrade  and  insult  the  work  of  tlia  P.A.C.   Whoever  has  been  sub- 
t 

mitring  information  to  t}ie  local  and  Boston  papers  owes  a 
public  apology  to  the   P.A.C,  especially  the  senior  citizens,  tho 
BR?-.,  the  BIL^  and  to  t]ie  i:ayor  for  misleading  and/or  erroneous  infor 
inatim.   ^''■^-  realir-.e  that  such  articles  m.ako  for  "interesting" 
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reading  but  we  feel  tliat  the  ncv;s  rr.cdia  has  a  responsibility 

to  report  the  facts,  and  in  this  case  allow  the  other  side  to 

be  heard,  since  the  senior  citizens  of  East  Boston  are  not  only 

confused  by  the  bon-'.bardment  of  these  articles  but  they  now 

think  that  there  will  be  no  housing.   It  is  obvious  that  our 

senior  citizens  are  being  exploited  by  certain  insensitive 

individuals , 

This  article  also  is  to  reaffirm  that  we  will  have  housing 

for  the  senior  citizens  and  we  expect  that  it  v;ill  be  the  best, 

and  that  it  v;ill  be  rated  on  its  own  merit  and  its  adherence 

to  federal  guidelines. 

We  have  every  confidence  that  our  decision  v/ill  not  only 

be  the  best  selection  for  East  Boston  but  will  be  determined 

with  the  same,  impartial  and  objective  decision  making  process. 

To  our  knov,'ledge,  only  one  developer  has  exerted  pressure 

and  lobbying  tactics  on  appointed  and  elected  city  officials. 

However,  NO  appointed  or  elected  official,  BRA  or  BHA  staff 

member  has  exerted  anv  pressure  of  anv  type  on  the  P,A^C.   The 

same  developer  has  exerted  pressure  on  the  P.A.C.,  and,  the 

behavior  of  some  of  the  staff  members  of  that  team  leave  a 

lot  to  be  dioircdl   TJieir  behavior  defies  tlie  words  "sensitivity 

to  the  elderly^'  or  -"sonsitivity  to  the  comjnunity " . 

VJe  do  not  need  to  defend  ourselves  or  our  efrorts  but  v;e  do 

want  to  set  tlie  story  straigfitl   Please  revicv;  enclosed  sample 

of  rcprcsent:|tivo  material. 

^7o•w    for    t]\n    fi\ctf;  : 
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In  1965  the.  BPvA  v;as  "run  out"  -of  East  Boston  due  to  its 
past  history  and  due  to  the  lack  of  community  involvement  in 
develox:iing  a  Master  Plan  for  East  Boston  v;hich  was  planned  for 
us  in  an  ivory  tov;er. 

In  1968  a  BRA  District  Planner  v;as  assigned  to  East  Boston, 
attended  meetings,  listened,  and  planned  v;ith  the  corranunity. 
since  that  date  v;e  have  been  extremely  fortunate  in  having 
.concerned,  sensitive,  competent  and  dedicated  BRA  personnel 
assigned  to  East  Boston  and  they  have  contributed  generously 
of  their  time  and  talents.   We  have  established  a  feeling  of 
mutual  trust  and  respect  and  we  are  proud  to  announce  that  we 
have  an  excellent  rapport  with  the  staff  and  as  a  result 
have  through  joint  effort  established  a  very  impressive  record 
of  accomplishments  in  order  to  make  East  Boston  a  better  place 
in  which  to  live.   The  efforts  of  the  East  Boston  Recreation, 
Master  Planning,  Land  Use  Advisory  Council  (EBRJ^IPLUAC)  ,  the 
Project  Area  comimittee  (P7\C)  and  their  relationship  to  the  planners 
and  architects  from  the  BRA  and  the  BIl^  are  beyond  reproach  - 
possibly  a  m.odel  for  other  sections  of  the  city  to  follow. 
We  have  involvem.ont ,  we  have  m.eaningful  participation  and 
we  do  hnvo-  decision  making  pov.'ors. 

Five  years  eigo  many  senior  citi?:cns  fouqlit  for  a  sorely 
needed  liousing  development  for  the  elderly.   They  attended 
numerous  meetings  and  hearings  and  provided  testimony  supporting 
the  do:;parato  need  for  tlic  first  hou5.ring  for  our  senior  citizens. 


The  members  of  both  the  EBRI-5PLUAC  and  the  PAC  ore  conscientious, 
dedicated  and  self-sacrificing  volunteers  with  a  major  goal  to 
make  East  Boston  a  better  place  in  which  to  live.   Thousands 
of  hours  of  time  have  been  donated  on  this  project  alone  by  members 
of  both  these  groups  along  with  the  BRA  and  BIIA  staffs  in  order 
to  prepare  a  Developers'  Kit,  to  hold  informational  meetings,  to 
gather  maximum  input  from  the  senior  citisens  and  to  select  the 
developer  (P7vC  only)  through  objective,  evaluative  criteria. 
The  names  of  the  5  developers  have  been  obscured?   the  discussion 
refers  to  A,  B,  C,  D,  E  rather  than  by  company  names.   Each 
phase  was  critically  evaluated  by  such  factors  as  the  site  plan, 
elderly  units,  family  units,  coirjnunity  facilities,  and  financing. 
After  extensive  discussion,  concealed  votes  were  taken  on  each 
phase  and  a  evaluative  comparison  was  made  for  each  development. 
At  the  conclusion  of  this  process  (4  all  day  Saturday  sessions 
and  tv;o  afternoon  sessions) ,  the  development  that  met  federal 
guidelines  and  that  most  adequately  met  the  needs  and  the  desires 
of  the  senior  citizens  (which  have  been  providing  significant 
input  from  the  inception  of  the  project)  was  selected  by  the 
Project  Area  Co~:,iittee. 

It  is  obvious  that  this  has  not  been  a  hasty  decision;   the 
decision  has  nol^  been  tak.en  lightly. 

It  is  imperative  that  v;e  have  a  development  that  fulfills 
the  above  stated  criteria  otherwise  tlie  development  could  be 


jeopardized,  delayed^  or  not  built,  if  a  devc-].,,, 

'""'l<-'lines, 


'   V; 

that  could  not  or  v.-ould  not  adhere  to  any  of  .  i       '  '""^  '^'^   ^ 

■  '  ii,, 


particularly  in  reference  to  the  financial  p.,,.) 

Every   citizen   of   East    Boston   has    had   arnri i 

~'  '        '  'I  1 

''"^Unitv  to 
becoT.e  a  rp-e^nber  of  the  P.AC.   V7e  have  encioccc]        '"~' — '■ — '-^ — - — 

''"'"I'l,, 
.      -J-       .  ,     ,     „,   .     ,  .  ,    ,        '  documentation 
to  verify  our  statements.   Tne  impartial  selo,.. 

■  "\\   ,  ^ 

-•Jj  Q  developer 
and  the  entire  process  has  been  exemplary  and  i 

^j-  •      •    1 J  J   J..-U   •  i-  T  T  •         J  j-1  reproachl 

It  IS  an  insult  to  the  mtelliqence  and  the  o-t 

-^  -^(,( ., 

'•'"Vo 

and  generosity  of  the  volunteers,  one  of  v/hic]) 

'  "'7 
age,  of  the  EBR!-'iPLU7\C  and.  the  PAC  and  the  tech,  •      ^^^^rs  of 

^ Xpert IS  e 
competence,  and  dedication  of  the  BRA  and  BIIA  ...  ' 

■u       1-    r      1 1  '         j-u     jj-t-     IT  ^hat  have 

been  working  (well  over  and  beyond  the  call  or, 

'    most 
cooperatively  with  tlie  East  Boston  community. 

We  could  not  tolerate  inteference  in  the  ,i 

atic 
process  of  this  competitive  selection.   No  ono 

•■         ^pGrhas 
th^right  to  demand  their  selection  on  one  or  ii;.-^ 

.     ■  •  ^  t  e  r  i  a 

We  v;ant  and  expect  the  best  for  senior  citizon.- 

\vo  are 

committed  to  the  selection  of  the  developer  th^^, 

"''  l^uild 
the  development  adhering  to  all  guidelines  ancl        ' 

luoets  most 
adequately  .the  needs  of  our  senior  citizens.   ^^,  ^         -^ 

^  •    -,         -,.•     /-i-ij    1       '  conmiitted 

to  an  impartiaJL  selection  of  the  developer  and 

>\\  ^ 

^'' '  1 1        t 
tolerate   mi-s  leading    .'ind    innaccurate    stntcmcnt.-; 

which   attempt    to   di::crcdit,    cmibarr'ass    or   belit^. , 

"-'   monu- 
mental  dfforts    or    tlie    integrity    of   the   ir,cniber>-; 

'  .  "     ^-M 

EBPuMPLUAC.  '"    ^'^C    or    tlic 
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The  final  decision  v;ill  be  made  by  the  BRA  Board.   We 
have  every  confidence  that  they  will'  concur  with  the  decision 
of  the  PAC,  the  ERA  and  EIl^  staffs. 


Very  truly  yours, 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  EAST  BOSTON 
PROJECT  ARvEA  COI-MITTEE 

Mrs.  Molly  Crane,  chairman 
Mrs»  Irene  Dov;lcr,  Corresponding 

Secretary 

Antoinette  Meuse 
James  Dowler 
Mildred  Chamberlain 
Angelina  Turco 
Josephine  cavaretta 
Mary  A  fellings 
Ovidio  Bucci 
Avis  Clark 
Edith  C.  Hopp 
jack  McCarthy 
Richard  March! 
Salvatore  Acunso 
Edith  De  Angelis 
Louis  J.  Ristaino 


.•7  _;    ^       ^ 


Pitn 


o"  '^J7Z 


Miss  Edith  D-Anr^l1s,  President  '     -         •  ' 

East  Doston  P.:cro<:;t.icn»  flcstcr  Plennlng  "    - 

u.nd  Land  Use  Advisory  Council  .;.■.'' 

Job  I iorTCiTsri  SiirGic  •  ' 

Esst  Ccstcn,  Massachurictts      02I2B  •         "  '.  ■' ' 

D3ar  Hiss  D^AngaHs:  .■•-••       .":':.',.''' 

1  hQV-3  discussad  your  letter  of  ilarch  30,  1972  v.ith  my  staff  as  well 
as  with  the  Public  Facilities  Dspnrtn-ant  cf  the  City  of  Boston.  A 
joint  study  has  concluded  that,  st  present,  the  Lyr;:an-A11chlQr1  school 
district  decs  net  ccr.tain  a  sufficient  niroer  of  existing  studv>nts  to 
support  the  yrcat  expense  of  land  ocqulsltlon  and  dsvelop.^nt  of  a 
site  only  for  a  new  elementary  school.  In  additions  no  larcis  anxiunts 
of  now  family  units  c;rG  proposed  for  tiio  near  future  In  this  area. 
Hov.'ovsr,  c:  joint  US2  cevelop;:?;!t  \,'h1ch  w'culd  co:  bino  r.c^,•  housir:g  v/ith 
a  n'::j  r^cv:.z::U:iy  school  could  perhaps  prove  fGo:;1blG.  I::  this  \;:.y ^ 
tho  City  could  sr,vo  o  substentif'^l   amount  of  iX^ricy  by  purch.aslnrj  tho 
air  rlchts  of  a  si  to  for  tho  construction  o 


^,.    ,  ,-^>.^-^  V.  V.  o.>,-..  w,    v-.i..  v,.,,v->  ^.,„  .VM  .^,   «  school,  or  possibly 
by  purcliislr.o  a  portion  of  2.  c'9vslorv:Ont  v.'hich  could  bo  desicnod 
spGc1f1c:iriy  for  educot1o:;.il  purposes.  In  addition,  studonts  from 
ejiy  new  housing  could  attend  the  ncv/  school.  The  City  has  discussed 
s.uch  possibilities  C!!  scvsral  occasions  with  the  c-.Y-nors  of  the  Gordor 


street  site  \,'h1c!i  you  have  r.entionod  in  your  letter.  This  oxperiGncG 
has  i.iade  the  city  i>cs1tant  to  beyl.n  such  discussions  again  until  a 
n-^ro  definitive  and  feasible  project  Is  proposed. 


I  hope  that  this  letter  hcs  clcrifiod  the  situ&tlcn, 
Sincerely, 


Robert  T.  Kcnney 
Director 


N^/^  J  I     I  U 
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TO:  Edith  DeAngclis  ■  •   ■ 

FROM:        Roy  Bishop  .  • 

RE:  Rossano  Elderly  Housing  Proposals. 

On  April  7,  1972  i±ie  BRA  received  a  zoning  referral  from  the     [I 
Board  of  Appeal  relative  to  tv;o  proposals  for  elderly  housing  by  Daniel  Rossano. 
As  you  know,  the  BRA  has  long  supported  the  concept  of  elderly  housing  for 
401  Border  Sti'eet  and  72-74  Marginal  Street.  Ka.v'ever,  a  review  of  plans  for  the 
building^ done  by  Mr.  Rossano 's  ardiitect,  Hayward  Rowe,  should  not  receive  either 
the  endorsement  of  the  BRA  staff  or  the  Local  Advisory  Council. 

At  72-74  I-Iarginal  Street,  I-tr.  Rovje  proposes  several  additions  to 
the  architecture  of  the  Immigrants  Hoin^,  v;hich  v/ill,  in  the  opinion  of  the  BRA's 
Chief  of  Rehabilitation  Design,  George  Stephen,  be  inconsistent  with  the  original 
design  and  be  most  inappropriate.   htp.  Rov;e,  at  Bill  Yuhas'  and  Dick  Lundgren's"^ 
suggestion,  came  to  the  BRA  for  car  r^viev?  and  assistance  in  his  rehabilitation 
plans  on  March  1st.  At  this  time  our  urban  design  staff  indicated  changes  in 
the  design  which  would  be  necessary  in  order  to  receive  BRA  staff  approval. 
Mr.  Ra-;e  indicated  that  he  v;ould  consider  our  recommendations  and  meet  vjith  the 
staff  with  revised  drawings.  . 

On  April  7 ,  the  BRA  received  a  referral  from  the  Board  of  Appeal 
indicating  that  the  plans  had  been  subjTat"ted  undianged  to  the  Building  Departm.ent. 
To  this  date,  M  r.  Ra-.'e  has  not  shov.Ti  up  to  four  scheduled  appointments  and 
reappointments  at  the  ERA  and  has  not  responded  to  a 'letter  (attached)  written 
April  24,  aslcing  him  to  m.eet  with  us. 

At  401  Border  Stix;et,  our  urban  design  staff  has  received  the 
plajis  for  the  site  and  has  indicated  that  the  proposal  as  designed,  is  inappro- 
priate for  the  site  and  insensitive  to  tlie  surrounding  ar^^a.   In  addition, 
Ml-^.  Rossano,  accorjing  to  Ms.  Pat  Claiixi  at  FI'A,  lias  no  co::x:utm?nt  fix)m  tlie 
BII/^  for  leased  liousing  units  (lie  has  a  con.mitment  for  72-74  Marginal  Strx-iot). 


Edith  Da/^j^gelis  .  '    ' 

In  light  of  the  above,  the  BRA  staff  v.'ill  recormend  that  the 
proposal  be  approved  v;ith  the  proviso  or  condition  that  before  building  permits 
are  issued,  the  plans  should  be  subject  to  BRA  Urban  Design  staff  review.  This 
review  will  be  supervised  by  Bill  -Yurias.  The  plans  should  also  be  subject  to 
review  by  the  Council  at  its  regular  ireeting. 

The  public  hearing  before  the  Board  of  Appeal  wil].  be  held  on 
June  6.   I  feel  that  the  Council  should  consider  va'^iting  a  letter  to  the  Board 
of  Appeal  or  have  a  representative  attend  the  hearing  and  urge  that  the  Board 


approve  the  Rossimo  picposal  with  urban  design  review  by  the  BRA  in  order  to 

Qnd  X 

p.nsure.that  the  architect  adheres  to  good  residential  design..   Bill  Yuhas  would 

be  happy  to  discuss  the  current  proposals  with  you  prior  to  June  6. 


s    RrDL\'[I.C)PMLNT    AUTIIORHY   Cil,  ll.ill  ;  Koom 'jnO,  1  Cily  ll,i!l  Stiu.uc/ Goston,  M.is.vicliu'^clls  02:01  /Ti'Icphonc  (617)  722--13CX) 

Conc;er%'atlon  Ccr-rdcGion  City  Kall/roc,-  913,  1  City Hall  Square/Boston,  l-Iass. 

January  I3,  1972 

Leonard  Rose 

East  Boston  CoL-nunity  Development  Corpox-ation 

li|U  Keridian  Street 

East  Boston;,  Mass.  02128 

Dear  Leonard, 

Thank  you  for  your  inx-ltation  to  -iour  possible  sites  for  a  public 
vaterfront  aeeess  -facility «.  Of  the  sites  visited,  ve  feel  that  an 
area  vithin  the  proposed  vaterfront  park  at  the  corner  of  Sunxier  end 
Ifev  could  "best  accomodate  such  a  facilitye 

Q5iis  facility  could  certainly  be  compatible  vith  coriprehensive 
vaterfront  recreation  area  nov  being  planned  for  this  area.  Two 
other  sites  (Condor  St.,  across  from  American  Legion  Playground 
and  Tringale  boatyard)  are  suitable  for  public  access  facilities 
"but  vould  require  extensive  site  preparation  and/or  conflicts  with 
decisions  already  nade  by  the  City  and  the  Local  Advisory  Council 
in  East  Boston.  In  addition,  according  to  our  conversations  vith 
the  City  Law  Department,  use  of  the  Tringale  boatyard  would  involve 
negotiations  vith  the  Massachusetts  Port  Authority  which  owns  the 
water  rig'fitb  off  the  boatyard.   Such  negotiations  would  be  very 
difficult  to  erv^en  begin  based  on  our  past  experiences  vith  the 
Port  Authority,  In  liglit  of  the  abo\'e,  we  feel  the  latter  two 
sites  should  not  be  considered  high  priorities, 

Ve  look  forv.'ard  to  working  with  your  corporation  as  well  as 
the  Local  Advisory  Council  in  developing  a  site  plan  for  the 
proposed  waterfront  park  once  the  City  receives  forcal  land  acq- 
uisition apprcral  from  the  City  Council  as  well  as  from  the  De- 
partment of  Housing  and  Urban  Development,   Tnis  approval  is 
expected  to  occur  in  the  next  few  nonths. 


Sincerely, 


yRoy  Bishop  '- 

District  Planner-East  Boston 
Boston  Rede\'clopr.ent  Authority 
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cc;      Fjiilip  /•^iglcr 
Director     of  Planning 


PhlHp  Zclgler  .        • 

Roy  Clsliop  • 

April   10,  'l972  ■      •     '       " 

East  Doston  -  $2  Minion  Goncl  Iss-jg  .         ■  '.         . 

I  attended  a  nGcting  at  MDC  last  Thursday  v,'1th  Corrrnissioner  Soars, 
Senator  Umana,  Representatives  Pitaro  and  Sons,  Julia  O'Brien,  John 
Philips^  and  Edith  De  Angel  is. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  dis'cuss  the  Uniana  amend^.ont  to  the  1971  .    - 

■capital   outlay  program  for  the  State  (passed  on  flovenber  3,   1971). 
As  you  kno',/,   the  ariendir.snt  directed  nDC  to  expend  "not  less  than 
$2  million  for  the  acquisition  of  land  and  the  construction  thereon 
of  a  covered  skating  rink,  year-round  svn'rriing  pool,  and  related 
facilities  in  East  Boston  ..."    This  amendnisnt  was  attached  to 
the  1970  MDC  $10  inillion  bond  issue  which  is  virtually  spent  or  at 
least  MDC  has  plans  to  use  such  money.  '      . 

The  position  of  the  legislators  and  Edith  De  Anqelis  is  clear--they 

v.'ant  a  new  skating  rink  and  pool  or  at  least  the  acquisition  of  land 

by  the  MDC.     Sears  indicated  that  $2  nillion  may  not  be  enough  to  • 

buy  land  and  construct  even  a  rink--he  also  said  that  generally  the 

MDC  doesn't  provide  the  site  for  a  facility.     Edith  Ds  Angelis  pre-  \ 

sentcd  a  nap  wtiich  shewed  vacant  sites  that  East  Boston  croups  liave 

been  seclcing  for  recreation  (probably  every  large  piece  of  vacant  ■    - 

land  in  the  area).  .  • 

The  meeting  ended  with  Sears  stating  that  ho  would  investigate 
potential  sites  and  that  he  would  spend  the  legislated  money.     I 
stayed  to  speak  to  Sears,  John  Philips,  and  Julia  O'Brien. 

The  situation  is  a  complicated  one.     I  feel   that  the  East  Boston 
groups  do  not  understand  the  political  and  service  area  situation. 
According  to  Jim  Falck,  MDC  has  37  cities  and  towns  in  its  region. 
There  are  22  rinks,   Doston  has  11  of  them.     In  no  locality  are 
there  two  rinks.     East  Doston  with  less  than  40,000  people  probably 
doesn't  need  another  regional  skating  facility.     (There  are  other 
rinks   in  Charlesto\.'n  and  somectay  the  i>orth  End.)     This  would  be 
difficult  to  justify  politically  as  well  as  in  a  planning  sense. 
I  believe  tiiat  Scars'  strategy  is  to  show  this  in  sors  way  as  well 
as  indicatci-.-fi  that  MDC  can  serve  East  Doston  better  by  doing  at 
least  the  follo\.inn:     improving  desolate  Orient  Heights  Beach  and 
cleanir.g  out  tkio  city  ti(ierate  nearby  which  is  allowing  sewage  to 
pollute  the  beach  (fGrr:2rly  the  overflow  went  out  to  sea;  now  it's 
blocked  by  airport  fill). 

I'll   keep  you  inforr-cd. 

RD/ai)x:      .  / 


cc:     Dob  Do  Sirone 


/ 


/ 


/■ 


February  24,  1972  .  - 

Mr.  Cvsl  Dl  Candio  ;  .,  .  ■     '  •'  •    . 

c/o  Eist  Doaton  Social  Centers,  Inc.  '     ' 

6S  Central  Square  -'  "'  .  -  ■.'.,;      .  '  '  ' 

East  Boston,  MA       02128  ■'.  .  '       ;    .     -  .'' 

Dear  .Carl:  ■  .    '    .         '     '/     .      .   .■     ■     -  ■ 

Please  find  belov/  a  description  of  the  t.vo  proposals  wliich  you  inquired  about: 

-       Jeffries  Point  Par!:  (Tring-le  Boat  Yard)  ■    -  '        '-'_  r  v     ',■'■■'■/.'  . 

In  1969,  the  City  purchased  land  at  the  end  of  Jeffries  Point  for  a  waterfront  park. 
Temporary  recreation  facilities  have  been  provided  at  the  site.  Tl:c  Parks  Department 
:•■■  h"s  allocated  fimds  to  prepare  and  develop  tlie  land  for  a  comprehensive  outdoor 
■  recreation  faciliry.  Discussions  arc  presently  being  held  by  the  City,  tlie  Massachusetts 
Port  Authority  and  the  East  Boston  community  relative  to  expanding  the  existing 
boundaries  of  the  site,  v^Iiich  ncv/  is  adjacent  to  Port  Authorit^'-owned  land. 

Golden  Stairs 


In  1971,  the  Plannhig  Department  of  the  BRA  prepared  a  study  of  public  open  space 
in  East  Boston.  This  study  recommended  the  preservation  of  a  series  of  steps  leaduig 
from  Jeffries  Point  in  tlic  vicLiity  of  Brophy  Park  to  U:e  v/atcrfront.  Tlicse  steps 
are  knov/n  locally  as  tiae  "Golden  Stairs."  Adjccent  to  the  steps  are  four  city-owned 
vacant  lots  for  v/hicli  improvements  and  the  development  of  a  small  sittip.g  pr.rk  v/cre 
rcconirncndcd.  Tlie  vicv/  of  tlie  harbor  and  the  Cit>'  skyline  from  this  area  is  excellent. 

I  hope  tliis  information  is  helpful.  Please  contact  me  if  you  need  additional  information. 

Sincerely,  .  _  .•,•-■'■, 


Roy  Bisliop  \ 

District  Planner-East  Boston 


RB/amc 

cc:    Robert  A.  De  Simone 


cc:    riiiiip  ZcI^Lt 

Diieclor  of  Phmiung 
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<      ''     Alf  Howard,  TrQnGportation  Plaiin-ing  ■■.,■.■■,. 

yXoy  Cicficp,  District  Plunner,  East  Gcstcn  '  ,  .•: 
^■-  ■    January  17,  1973                                  "  ■  '  ■ 

'  East  Dostcn  ConvTiorclal   District  .  '  ■  ■':■  ;      -■  \  : 

I  mat  with  Dr.  Gerald  Bush,  tho'City's  Co^niniGrce  and  Manpower  DirGctor, 
;.-■  ■  on  January  17.     Tiia  purpose  of  the  mseting  -/as  to  discuss  a  recent 
■"'',•■■•■ 'meeting  held  betv/Gen  Dr.  Bash,  Co:n-niss1oner  iloonan,  and  Mr.  Ladd 
.  .    ■  ■  from  tr-.G  East  Boston  Chanbor  of  Ccn^Tiarco.     Mr.  Ladd  indicated  that 
.,  ■■•,■    . there  v/ere  parking  problenis  in  Central  and  Muverick  Squares,  and 
■■.;^"'. wants  the  City  to  beconie  involved  in  finding  a  site  for  off-street 
.■y;  .'   parking.   '  .  ;  -      .  • .    '  ■  '■'    ■  ■  •' 

■-..    .    Dr.  Bush  would  like  the  BRA  to  do  a  quick  study  of  the  parking 

'    _  .-.   situation  J  perliaps  a  supply-don;and  study,  to  see  If  the  off-street 

-■■  •        parking  lot  idea  is  a  feasible  one,  and  if  so,  whether  the  City 

ouglit  to  become  involved  in  providing  one,,  and  w.hore  one  ought  to 
■'  .      •  be.     I  personally  tliink  that  many  of  the  parking  probleins  are  due 

■  ■'■-■•    tc  poor  enforcement.  -■■.  ■  ,     .        .     ,  ■.  ...   ;       ,' 

"■■I  would  like  to  discuss  the  pocsibility  of. your  section's  1nvolve;:ient 
'-  •  ■  '•In  this  study  at  your  convenience.       "       .^    ,'  ,•       ,:-     (  c  K" 

.;'    -     Dd/12  \      .    ■  '^' 

;■■  _  :  cc:       DeSinone  '  ■ 

licllage 
■-.  ■  Yuhas  '    ' 

•    .    ■  •        Zoigler 
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in:d't  i-.r  .-'n  c\'- 


■    cilin.r;  jirojcci.  in  J';i^l  Bo^tnn,  n  l:ind 
'    of  toxlbook  (■■xninplc!  of  the  br.T.cn's 
>''>h.'.t    accru?    when   a   public   n;;rncy 
'.  v>' or !•:.<;  clorc'v  with   the.  jicnplp   in   a 
: -community.  The  ph'in  is  to  build  300 
units  of  h<"'U?:ri:;  for  the  c-ldtrly  en 
R  9-acre  yite   o;i   tlie  walnrfi'ont  off 
JvJaverick  sq.  Tiic-i'e  i'=,  at  present,  no 
housing  for  tiie  elderly  in  Ea-l  Eos- 
ton,    althouch    there    are    thousands 
who  qualify. 

■'  ■  A  number  of  things  militate  for 
this  project  and  this  :iie.  The  area  is 
under-utilized.  It  is  located  less  than 
ablock  from  t!:e  Maverick  sq.  MBTA 
station,  two  cliurches,  a  grocery 
fAore,  and  a  pharmacy.  The  post 
office,  welfare  office,  and  health 
center  are  two  blocks  away,  and 
the  site  is  one  IvcM  mile  from  East 
Boston's  largest  shopping  center  and 
en  elderly  lomige  operated  by  the 
East  Boston  Area  Planning  Action 
Council.  Lewis  st.  would  become  a 
pedestrian  mall  closed  to  traffic. 
And  the  aiea  is  one  of  the  least  af- 
fected by  aircraft  noise. 

The  BRA  has  worked  for  several 
years  with  a  coalition  of  groups  rep- 
resenting recreation,  m.aster  planning 
end  land  use  in  East  Boston,  and  the 
plan  that  emerges  has  strong  com- 
munity support.  Last  week,  however, 
a  ."^nag  developed.  The  Ivlassachusetts 
Port  Authority,  which  plans  to  build 
ia  $30  million  coritaincri/Latior:  iacilily 
on  an  adjacent  35  acres,  asked  the 
BRA  to  delay  or  move  the  project, 
complaining  that  the  proposal  to 
close  Lewis  st.-  would  interfere  with 
truck  access  to  the  Fori  Authority's 
property.  And  because  of  truck  noise, 
the  Port  Authority  said,  the  site  was 
inappropriate  for  a  housing  project. 

But  the  BRA  had  promised  to 
viden  Bremen  st,  to  70  feet  to  pro- 
"iide  more  access  than  Lewis  st.  There 
sl.^o  is  the  possibility  of  buying  the 
Jicarby  railbed  that  would  provide 
truck  access  with  a  minimum  of  dis- 
turljance  for  people  who  live  in  East 
Boston. 

■      The  BR.-\  has  been  planning  thi 
'  project  for  three  years.  It  has  v.-orked 


It  has  rccpivrd  ut^i  e  (Imn  J3  mr 
in   federal  fundr,  acriuiied  liie  ].-. 
and    pone    through    tiie   painslak 
process  of  obtaining  anp.'ovnl  by 
city  council  and  the  stale.  Many  ( 
velopei'S  already  have  invested  r/- 
cy  in  proposals  which  they  will  £■, 
mit  ne>:t  week.  Deir;olition  contr.; 
arc  to  be  let  in  the  Fall,  relocat 
of  business   is   in   process,  and  ci 
struction  is  scheduled  to  begm  in 
Spring. 

Tliat  is  v.-hy  it  was  prudent  ] 
Thursday  for  the  BRA  to  reject 
Port     Authority    request    that 
project     be     delayed     or     the     : 
moved.    A    delay    now    would    j 
pardize   the  present   proj.'ct  as  v 
as   plans    for    another   neighborh' 
developinent   on   a    15-acre  site 
joining      Lewis      st.      That     sec: 
project    would    provide    up    to 
low   and   moderate  ijicornc   dwell 
units  and  more  planned,  open  sp; 

Tlie     Port     Authority     has 
made  a  case  for  delay.  Indeed,  th 
still  exists  a  question  of  v.-hethe: 
is  a  good  idea  to  build  a  contai 
facility    at    all    in    East    Boston. 
1970,  Ernest  Frankell  of  MIT  c 
ducted    a    study,    commissioned 
the  BRA,  wliich  questioned  the 
ficiency   of  building   container   f; 
lities    in    three    different    locati 
within     Boston's     port.     The     st; 
further  questioned  East  Boston  a 
site  because  of  the  increased  tr: 
traffic  through  the  community. 

There   may   be    a    le.^son    in 
current    disagreement    betv.-een 
port    authority    and    the    BRA.    T 
BRA  says  it  has  sent  several  lett 
proposing  a  meeting  with  the  -.1 
to  discuss  seaport  developmeint.  1 
a  source  inside  the  MPA  says  tha 
is  difficult  to  communicate  with 
BRA    and    that   the   BRA   does 
deal  realistically  with  port  planni 

The  two  agencies  are  pov.-er 
and  they  bear  the  responsibility 
the  future  not  only  of  Bos-.c 
port,  but  also,  in  large  part,  cf 
city  itself.  It  is  in  the  best  inte- 
of  Boston  for  them  to  conimunic 
better  than  they  have. 
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300  Umts  in  E.  Boston  Project 


h  ""  'i  ■       '  I 


.*  ii    li 


By  KOnilUT  F.  IIAXXAX 

A  300-unit  public  housing  de- 
velopment —  mostly  apart- 
ments for  the  elderly  was  ap- 
proved yesterday  lor  Summer 
street,  East  Boston,  overlook- 
ing Maverick  square,  by  the 
Boston  Redevelopment  Author- 
ity. 

•In  its  vote  of  approval,  the 
BRA  acceded  to  recommenda- 
tions of  the  East  Boston  Rec- 
reation, Master  Planning, 
Land  Use  Advisory  Council 
resentatives. 

Under  the  proposal,  LiDa- 
Pell  Associate,  Inc., 'will  de- 
velop the  project,  ranging  up 
to  seven  stories,  as  part  of  a 
$7.4  million  undertaking  near 
the  East  Bost.on  waterfront. 

The  BRA  rejected  appeals 
made  last  summer  by  the 
Massachusetts  Port  Authority 
that  construction  blocking  off 
Lewis  street,  direct  access  to 
the  waterfront,  would  jeopar- 
dize plans  for  a  ?30   mii'ion 


containerized  shipping  facility. 

The    issue    of    constructing 

"turnkey"    public   housing   in 

the  area  dates  back  more  than 

two  years.  Community  invol-. 

vement  began  a  year  ago  last 

summer  for  the  development 

spanning    four    blocks,    along 

summer  for  the  development 

spanning    four    blocks    along 

Summer  street  from  Bremen 

to  Karve  streets. 

> 

Under    the    BRA    directive, 

the   construction  will   include 

2S0  units  for  elderly  tenants- 


first  public  huosing  for  elder- 
ly in  Ea.-.t  Boston— and  20  \^t..:.- 
for  family  occupancy  by  p'.b- 
lic  housing  tenants. 

The  site  abuts  the  fcrmr.- 
ISOO  Restaurant  complex  whic.-. 
burned  a  few  years  ago.  A  pe- 
destrian mall  on  tl'.e  old  Lew;: 
street  course  will  link  Ihrcug." 
the  deveJopnient  to  Maver;:/ 
square. 

The  project  will  be  cor- 
structed  in  an  L-shap  patierr 
flanked  by  Marginal,  Bremer., 
Sumner   and   Mill  streets. 
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by  Eleanor  K.  Welch 

7  /F°^^  56  7-;  0-/9  ji,,///,  „ca..s  of  interest  from  tk, 
Jeffries  Point,  Mt.  Carmcl  Parish  area.) 
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^51v^\''i.^■^  .;>-,       Thanksgiving  permeates  the  :. 

,^^^y^>^0^K;r^     Primarily  thanks  is  given  to  ^ 

i'1^0,  Vv^^     Creator  for  our  verv  existen:, 

^'>i''^  "^i^    '"  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  democratic  land. 

@'^  ■■*''''  V  -"S^'  Football  fans  ea-^'erlv  awai: 

^|iVvii;.,Cii4)^      the  annual  game  between  the 

''•"^-■?^V"  '^'^y        ^^^*'  Boston  and  South  Bosto: 

:v;"^si:i.)3^        teams.  The  place  is  White  S:a- 

^tM^?^^  dium,  the  time   Thankseivin- 

,  '''^v^'' '  ■  ^     morning.  The  gaine  betv/een" 

the  rival  teams  is  a  culminatic 

of  dogged  practice,  fleeting  depression,  estatic 

joy,  natural  tension,  and  most  important,  the  wi 

to  win.  Cheers  for  the  coaches  and  men  —  win  c 

lose! 

NELGOMGYMCO.ViiNG?      • 

A  meeting  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  So- 
cial Centers  v/as  held  Nov.  9.  Plans  have  been  co. 
pleted,  contracts  signed,  and,  bai-ring  furi:her  un- 
seen complications,  work  on  the  Nelson  Gym  v.-i 
begin  in  January  '73.  Presently  a  hmited  progran 
is  being  planned  to  serve  the  young  people  of  ti;-. 
Point.  Afternoon  activities  will  be  conducted  in 
the  "block" house.  Supervision  will  be  provider. 

Plans  for  a  Christraa.<;  obseu'ance  in  the  Park  _ 
progressing.  Temporary  lighting  is  assured.  .Mu.'-ic 
has  been  arranged.  Plot  refreshments  will  be  pro- 
vided. Set  aside  an  hour  on  the  evening  of  Dec.  '2 
and  join  your  neighbors  in  the  celebration. 

The  fateful  day  is  drav.ing  closer.  The  day  of 
hope  or  doom  for  all  residents  of  East  Boston, 
pai'ticulariy  for  residents  of  Jeffries  Point.  The  c 
Gov.  Sargent  makes  a  decision  on  transportatio:^ 
specific;illy  the  tunnel.  Let  optimism  prevail,  bu: 
Work  feverishly  toward  a  favorable  solution. 
Write  Gov.  Sargent  NOW! 

Contrary  to  recent  articles  in  the  local  press, 
Jeffries  Point  has  enjoyed  a  good  relaticinship 
with  the  DRA^Thr  BRA_nljmmi',' st'iff  v.'orkc^i 
diligently  and  conscienciously  wiih  Jeffries  Poii.' 
residents  in  plahnir-'.g  the  reiiabilitatiun  of  Drop'::.- 
Park,  and  the  v.-at'u-front  i);u-k  on  the  Milano-Tr. 
pale  property.  It  is  a  joint  elfort  of  Jeffries  Poir: 
and  BPvA  tafenl. 

Th(^  lionic  and  .School  .Assn.  of  the  Donald 
McKay  and  Samuel  .\dams  scIkioIs  v.ill  Vr'elconi'' 
Dr.  Li-ary,  siiprrintmdent  oi  Boston  public 
schools  on  Det^  5. 

The  r,a..l  BoNton  Assn.  for  Ilelaidni  ("hihire:-. 
is  li( )!'!;: ig  .t  l)a.-.aar  at  iwii';li  1;.  of  t 'i  iliuuhus  i  I.ili. 
Si.  Aii(lri-w  Kil.  o;i  Dec.  1  and  '.i  fiom  10  a.m.  i. 


l... 


■t    Bos 
^A  an 


■J 


ton 
ed; 


I  - 
Tin-CS 
•orial  f-n 


hit 
thr* 


n-:vc!ornien;, 

!!o'vin5  is  cffci'M  in  r-- 


[, 


E«ton    civic   lisdir   ^!a^rln   A. 
Couciihn. 

E?.<:t  B«!on  h^s  all  too  cfl'n 
'  b'en  fnbjci'.t  <o  th''  p-iTfrfuI  State 
■?nd  City  Au!hont!'-s  which  have 
•  ne,>!-?rtod  the  needs  of  rfjid^n's 
i  rir  miny  years,  Kow*vp|-,  the 
[editorial  which  attacks  the  ERA 
i^n  th'ir  efforts  in  bf^halt  of  the 
;  r.ldcrly  HODsmg  Development  in 
I  East  Boston  is  grossly  unfair, 
;  Uiiht-^,  any  ■  other  project  the 
^ERA  has  bc^n  involved  in,  they 
'.  have  vorkc-d  v^ith  more  th.-^n  30 
I  East  Boston  re,tido-ntj,  20  of  Lhenj 
ielderly,  who  h?.ve  v-orked  rn^ny 
llon^  hours  reviev.'ing  plans  of  5 
I  developers,  attending  hearings 
icne  sfter  the  other,  and  then  ^gain 
|re\newing  the-  proposals  sub- 
jmitted.    • 

I  This  community  involvement  is 
'V't-at  community  residents  have 
jbeen  fighting  for  for  many  years. 
lEast  Boston  residents  know  b-est 
I'.vhst  it  is  they  want.  The  BRA 
■h5«  given  much  more  th.in  lip- 
I'er^'ice  to  the  peopl"  of  East  Bos- 
-|ton  on  ■  this  particular  develop- 
ment; 

The  accusation  that  the  BRA  is 
using  stalling  tactics  is  also  un- 
jfair;  the  fact  is  that  this  parti- 
'cul'r  proje-et  is  moving  fsstcr 
j<han  alm.ost  ?!ny  other  BRA  pro- 
'jcct  in  Boston's  history. 
]  V.Tio  controls  the  CDC  is  very 
I  m.uch  up  in  Uie  air  at  the  time 
j  and  i?  you  v<--ill  remember,  when 
<  the  CDC  filed  its  papers  of  In- 
j  corporation,  much  speculation 
j  was  r^ivcn  to  the  pov,-er  the  cor- 
i  p-oraticn  holds. 

;  The  only  difference  between  the 
i  CDC  and  the  Massport  are  the 
,  words  East  Boston  in  the  name 
I  of  the  corpation. 

The  very  idea  that  they  are 
sensitive  to  the  ne-eds  of  East 
Boston  residents  has  not  been 
proven  by  their  actions  botli  pub- 
lic and  priNatc. 

A  quarter  of  a  million  dollar? 
lias  been  c\'pendrd  on  salaries!, 
office    e.vponse^    and    ccnsu'i':nf 


fees,  yet  not  one  project  h'.s  b'?".-. 
crjmpieted,  insread,  v>e  rei'.cive 
l)p-pervir°  f^om  'he  local  CDC- 

The  office  is  fJlcd  with  x?:\-.: 
5nd  plans— d^ne  by  E'.s!  Eos'c: 

I  residents  fr"?  of  ch^r^e,  y?t 
sho-o.Ti  by  the  CDC  s'.^'f  .•i?  if  t.hev 

I  were  re'^pensihle  for  ihem. 
The   I\faverick    Square  Elderly 

!  Project  is  the  result  of  ^-olunte*': 
time  from  Fast  Boston  resid=ni« 
snd  now  that  the  hard  work  has 
been  done,  the  CDC  wishes  t; 
reap  the  rewards. 

Consultant  funds  ('SO.C'OO  for  on; 
firm  alone)  to  renew  the  work. 
already  dene  and  restudy  the  m- 
iOrm.ation  gathered  by-  volunteer 
community  leaders  is-  another 
CDC  sham. 

The  hiring  of  a  rep-orter  from 
a  local  newspsper'  to  sen-e  s?  ." 
public  relations  consultant  while 
still  on  the  paper  staff  is  a  ccr.- 
flicfof  interest.    ■        ■      '■ 

The  long  talked  about' housinj; 
rehab  procram  has  b-een  rejecte-3 
by  the  FHA  despite  the  hiring  C 
high  salaried  administrators  wh-"" 
put  the  program  together. 

The  purchasing  of .  a  vacant 
parcel  of  v.-aterfront  property  that 
was  planned  ior  a  v-r.^terfront 
park  by  the  City,  and  their  cf^er 
to  sell  it  to  the'^  City  for  a  park 
v,-as  another  exSmple  of  commu- 
nity interest  that  is  a  sham: 

The  local  CDC  must  b^brought 
under  control  before  any  projects 
are  awarded  to  them. 

The    CDC    Board    of   Directors 
must  straighten  out  their  agency 
functions  before  the  CDC  is  al- 
lowed to  become  involved  in  any  ■ 
new  projects. 

A  millic-n  dollar  program  de- 
signed to  strengthen  the  economic 
base  of  our  ccmm.unity  w-as  an- 
other program  brought  about  by 
volunteer  comniunity  leaders  who 
believed  (hat  such  a  program  was 
needed,  \ 

Knw  v;e  wonde"-,  .'.t  w'-.^.t  price? 
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By  ROBERT  HANTAAN 

Tjm'3  was  when  the  Ecsion 
Rede  voiopraPTtjVuthoriiy 
would  riHve  oeen  run  out  of 
East  Boston  had  It  dared 
came  in  and  propose 
anything. 

But  now,  quietly,  tlie  BRA 
Is  using  c,uiet  diplomacy  and 
planning  along  v.ith  people  to 
gain  Eom9  acceptance  in  the 
peninsula  .district  where 
suspicion  of  all  authorities 
runs  high. 

.  The  BRA  has  just  let  out 
its  packet  for  a  "luiT.key" 
development  of  a  250-unit 
public  housing  for  tlio  elderly 
conip'ex  backing  to  Maverick 
square. 

IT.is  is  one  of  the  first  joint 
ventures  v.dth  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  for  con- 
struction of  public  housing 
outside  formnl  urban  renavral 
areas.  It  means  a  sign  of  co- 
operation between  the  two 
city  oriented  public  authori- 
ties and  a  group  of  East 
Boston  citizens  v.'ho  helped 
plaji  ths  S5  million  develop- 
ment. 

Th3  meetings  with  local 
groups  date  back  two  years 
as  both  city  and  citizens 
worked  through  the  throes  of 
developing  East  Boston's  first 
public  housing  for  elderly.  It 
involved  p'ans  that  mean  the 
termination  of  Lewis  street 
leading  to  the  waterfront. 

The  area  is  near  the  old 
ISOO  Restaurant  site  which 
burned  last  year  as  planning 
for  the  housing  was  in  pro- 
press. 


BRA  involvement  in  E: 
Boston  is  noticeabl3  in  o\: 
areas  along  the  Boston  K: 
bor  v.'aterfront. 

A  v.'aterfront  park  In  < 
operation  v.'ith  the  pa; 
department  and  another  p 
posed  recreational  site  r 
had  assistance  of  the  BR.- 
planning  co-ordinator  R ; 
Bishop. 

As  one  BRA  spokesrr. 
explained,  the  planning  liais 
worl's  in  low  key  fash; 
meeting  with  East  Boi' 
groups  and  assimilating  ; 
people's  ideas  on  proje: 
Then  he  attempts  to  trans . 
them  into  workable  plans. 

Co-operative  planning  v- 
residents  Is  also  going 
outside  BRA  Lnvolvemen: 
East  Boston.  Citizens  h: 
been  involved  in  working  i 
plans  with  developers  of  ■ 
Shore  Plaza  East  project. 

The  result  v.'as  reducin: 
proposed  lO-ston,'  apartr- 
building  wliich  would  bl: 
the  v.'atorfrnnt  view  to 
cluster  of  lower-rising  bu: 
Ings  and  more  open  space. 

Inland  in  East  Boston, 
BRA  is  involved  in  a  tovi- 
'out  showpiece  developm= 
An  "infill  housing"  deve". 
mcnt  of  eight  leased  pu: 
housing  units  is  in  process 
city  land  made  available 
the  developer  through  BR."-. 

Director  Robert  T.  Ker.- 
notified  the  City  Council  i 
week  he  will  push  to  see 
project     completed    and 
provide    needed    housing 
East  Boston. 
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I  Dear  rd:;'-r: 

A  ^•.;r^■-r  of  sMtcmrnls  In 
vcvjr  trrr.t  ?i;:c  ca.:-,r..il  l.i.M 
Thjr<ri?.y  w.-re  ni:s:?.-id:n-  and 
rcrl3;r',y  'A/ho..!  (i>L:r.''..i';ir..  Il 
ignored  i'::-^  r\^'i^:!CC  of  the  E.i?! 
Eoj-rn  Pro'.-';  Arci  Cor:'n'.:lioc 
ar.-i  r.s  irAc'vrn-.cr.t  w.ih  ilic 
ERA. 

\Ne  an'fs  '-^Kh  your  mticism 
c(  •.h'^  ?  R.A  for  si.;-pnr;ir,s.  ihc 
conitn.::  on  of  a  ;:n-,rpri  •  Iv^.^ 
tupp"!.  h-j;  dsq^rce  w;:h  ycur 
st?.:e.T?r:  ih3i  'Jr-CT?.  hc.«  -only 
been  to'K?n  p3r;:r;p2:;cn  In  ihc 
n!a.-p.;r.2  .of  ihe  S^mmf  r  Srrcci 


Nfiphborhood  D?veIoprr,?nt  Vrc^ 

ThP  ,  BR. A.  r^r-irls  on  the 
Third  H-ir'mr  Crnsi:.-.;  was  pro- 
rnrcd  hy  one  d'-pjrn-'.er'.t  of  Ihc 
n.n.A.  ari  no:  rh?  RRA.  plan- 
ni:iQ  ■iinff  ;hnt  h.i";  been  workin;; 
irn'iif.vcly  w;ih  t!-,;?  roT-.rr.irr.Uy, 
and  in  panicular  ih:s  Councjl. 
U  0  hri\  e  cnclrrc-d  a  crrr\-  of  our 
Ip  icr  :o  Mr.  Ke.i.'ey,  Dirccior  of 
ih»  B..'^.A.,  rxprp'.sins  ov;r  d-.£- 
i:-e=;;  at  the  B.R.A.'s  position  on 
a  "hTd  harbor  crossing. 

'.'.',•}  do  not  hfl'pve  th^l  ihf 
B.R.A.  vote  to  file  ?.i\  applica- 
tion !o  expand  the  Mavcnck 
Square  N.D.P.  si'e  was  done 
"with  only  ickcn  gesvurej  ot 
comm-jnily  Input"  (as  your  arri- 
r!?  stall's.)  Over  five  vpjrs  ago. 
the  senior  cJtJzers  ihe-nselves 
fought  for  this  dsvclopT.ent  bt~ 
j  fore  members  of  the  East  Bos- 
I  ton  Kecreation.  .Mailer  Planning 
and  Land  Use  Advisory  Counc;! 
bejan  workin,^  with  te<;hr.ic:al 
a&sistan're  supplie-d  by  rhs  B.R..A. 
in  plamira  th°  devp'op.T.ent  o( 
ot  the  s-ie  with  the  elderly. 
At  the  re<5U93t  of  coir.m'inity  res- 
idents, a  SIX  acre  waterfront 
park  is  being  acquired  by  the 
Cuy  and  250  units  of  elderly 
hou.sinj  are  to  be  constrj.ri€d  as 
part  of  a  communitj'-initialed 
and  aproved  master  plan  for 
forelv  needed  recreation,  elderly 
licusms,  family  hoasin;  and  com- 
nieroial  space  cp  this  2,3  acre 
area.  The  site  reccn'.ly  approved 
I  by  the  B.R.A.  Board  was  select- 
1  ed  upon  the  rccomrr.er.dation  of 
this  Co'xncil  aJter  the  B.R.A. 
staff  sufrgested  ano'jer  site. 
This  Coijnnl  hi-S  ht^'d  riimer- 
'  on;  p';b!-.r  mecti'^/is  slv.i'Jt  Lr_i_i 
gencr.)!  plans  for  t'lis  23  acre 
ares  and  ."^p^ci'ic  plan;  for  each 
elemc-nl  of  the  overall  plan. 
Theje  meetings  were  advernscd 
in  the  local  pipers  and  thro'jjft 
door  to  door  filers. 

Residents  of  the  J.iavenck 
Square  area  and-m  particular 
cur  senior  cit'icns  ha\^  teen  di- 
rectly involved  in  tli-.c  determina- 
tion of  the  dcs-gn  of  uhe  elderly 
housing  and  in  selection  of  s 
developer.  A  stibcommirtee  of 
cur  Council,  the  Proie.ct  Area 
Commitice,  has  met  n'jmero'js 
times  with  the  B.R.A.  and  3.H.A. 
lo  impartially  select  one  of  the 
five  developers  who  sjb.-nitted 
pi-cposai;  10  conslriKl  the  hous- 
ing Invitations  for  membership 
in  tins  ccmmittec  were  also 
wide'y  pul:.!i:ized  and  open  to  all 
residents  of  tast  Fosion.  In  ad- 
dition to  nnticci  in  the  local  pa- 
pers. 6-/0  written  i-\'ita'icns  to 
join  Lh:s  co.mniute?  were  mailed 
10  4,S0  senior  ci:i:c"-=:  on  O'jr  mail- 
ing list.  10  101  Cast  Fcstcn  cr- 
gani7ai'ons.  to  ihe  fo'jr  existirj 
clri'rly  crc'jps  and  lo  cur  oan 
n:e.nib,'rs.  After  this  wde-.spread 
rt.''liriry  o\cr  an  r.vc.-.i'd  per- 
iod of  lime,  forty  reo'dcrts  vol- 
unie"re:1  lo  serve  on  ih2  Project 
CoTuniittee. 

Thi.i  Council  his  lone  on  rec- 
ord numerous  times  as  sjpporl- 
inr  Ihe  imp.irii.-:l  selection  of  I^at 
df\'elop.-i  who  siiinii'tfd  Ihe 
brs'  pr-rot,-)].  aj  rieic rnii:if-d  hv 
liie  Proirct  Are.i  Cr;-,'.;iv;t<'f .  U'e 
do  roi  trlicve  ih.il  ri-;y  one  de- 
veloper h.TS  the  mor-y  or  sensi- 
tn-.iy  10  h'lld  th"  pro;-«ve<1  hotiv 
i."?.  ThAT.irh  Ihe  Ic-.-al  rro)ect 
Aira  Conui-ili.-c.  l.-v,-,-;!  eM.-rly 
rcudf-nls  (hC'nirl\fs  are  now 
se'erlinp,  wiih  evireme  objecliv- 


ity,  the  development  pro;-- 
thit  th<r,'  fe"!  is  .moit  s^ns  ;•'.  ■ 
ih-ir  n-?fds  and  nieeis  fC'i; 
p..- -.l."  lines. 

In  roncIuiMon.   we  do  not  t 

tr,''.t   the  sel»-:t;nn  of-ar.y  pi 

cular  developer  wojld  be  a  "r 

I  jor   sipp   loa^rd    the   dfstr'.v 

j  of  E-.s:  Boston."  Djrir:  'he  r 

I  fo-.ir  years,    a    Iar;e   n-.-nbT 

i  local   residents    5nd   senior    ■ 

i  icn.s  nave  b-?en  p.iriic  r-a:  -.; 

rectly     with     the     B  R.A. 

B.H..'l.  In  the  de.'^im  of  'h-i!  ?'■ 

ly  hnusit>^  and  r"w-  in  the  s" 

lion  of  a  dcvp;np-er  thai  'hev  i 

has   presented    a   rics';:-,    ih;- 

mc-;i    ."-ensitivc    to    ou'    el"le 

It  is  expected  that  they  w;!  c 

tin'je  their  involvemeni  throu 

out  the  construction  phase. 

Since  a  cor.siderable  amo 
of  tune  has  been  contr  bu:ed 
s?-n.ior  citizer.s  and  o-ii--r  £ 
Bo~on  re.sidants.  we  have  ev 
co.-fid-a-ce  that  the  B.R..»i.  i 
p.H.A.  Boards  wiU  concur  o 
the  rMvjmme-daticn  of  the  P 
ect  Area  Comntitiee. 

.    Edith  G.  DeArgel-j. 
President. 


ticv.r>clin 


ElJcrlv  Iiousln;^ 

Ken  HarlncU's  arliclo  of  Nov.  K 
ignored  the  role  of  the  East  Bostc.-. 
Project  Area  Com.-nittee  (PAC)  ;:■. 
selecting  a  developer  for  the  elderly 
housing  and  contained  fal?e  allega- 
tions of  political  favoritism. 

Our  Council  feels  tiiat  the^T^P  ', . 
has     shared     real     decision-makin,- 
pov/cr  over  the  Sumner   Street  el- 
derly liousing  v/ilh  interested  resi- 
dents   of    East    Boston.    The   BRA'5 
selection    of    the    site   itself   was    ;.-. 
response  to  a  proposal  o!  local  senicr 
citizens  made  over  five  years  ago. 
■;  ■;     Residents  of  the  abutting  nc-igh- 
_"borhood  and  our  senior  citizens  have 
;teen  directly  involved  in  the  deter- 
i'.TOination  of  Ihe  design  of  the  cldcrl:.- 
." 'housing  and  the  selection  o£  a  de- 
veloper.    A     subcommittee    of     our 
Council,  the  PAC,  has  met  numer- 
-''Ous  times  v.'ith  the  BHA  and  BRA  Vj 
I  .impartially -selccf    one  ■  of    the    fiv:- 
.'  developers  who  submitted  proposa'.i 

to  construct  the  housing, 
l"       '  This  Council  has  gone  on  recora 
numerous   times    as    supporting   th;- 
impartial  selection  of  that  developer 
''  -who  submitted  the  best  proposal,  as 
.    determined  by  the  PAC.  We  do  n=: 
..  believe  th.at  only  one  d.;x'clcpcr  hr- 
the  money  or  sensitivity  to  build  t;-.; 
proposcd  housing.  The  successful  r.-.- 
■  tempts  of  our  senior  citizens  to  ob- 
tain this  housing  is  a  good  exam.pl_: 
of    how    a     community     can    wor.: 
towards  tangible  progress.  Through 
.   the  local   PAC,   local   residents   an  . 
senior  citizens   themselves   are  nov.- 
selecting,   with   extreme   objectivity. 
the  development  proposal  that  tht.- 
feel  has  presented   a  design  that  :-" 
■     most   sensitive   to   our    elderly,    i-^ 
recommendations  of  this  group  ha-.  . 
not  been  dictated  by  ^^^yo'^^];''''- ' 
In  fact,  the  director  of  the  Er%A  h. - 
agreed  not  to  submit  a  proposal  ',  ■ 
the  BRA  Bo.ird  vithout  first  reced- 
ing   the    coii-urrcnce    or    t..e    l  -■-■- 
Even  CDC  ohlcials  have  agreed  vv.:.. 
this  process.  .  .  .      • 

The  article  also  appeared  to  rc- 

-  -fleet  an  idealized  viev/  of  CDC's.  Co  .- 

sidcrable   crilieiFm    Jias   been   ^ '■■■-- 


locally  about  tne  i-.^^^^  -----  ^D^- 
\Vc    have    every    con.u-.cr.cc    ...- 

theBRAandBHAB^K^rd^.-"!;^;- 
cur  with  the  recomnK.ndat>o:    0^1^ 

]oeal    PAC,    instc.u!    of    y:e;d  n..^ 
political    pressure,    fror.    mJr...-. 
;,cvelc,pcrs  who  have  s.b:K>  ad  <■ 
velopmcnt    proposal.-;    to    buiU    ... 
elderly  houiung. 

EDITH  G.  Dc.\NGi:US 

President  . 

KastBo:-to"P..vrr:;1.on^.n..- 

■      Planninr:    B:'iul-t':»   Advi. '  . 
Coum  il 
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New 
Kewsclip 


rs-^F„  ^^r^r^r,^  n'^^J. 


f  ■       ■! 


b 


The  Boston  Redevelopment  Au- 

urban  rene'.val  on-th    :o^i^ 

Club  siteand  !;^^^,.^„-'^;3'-p.ec. 
for  mav:ns  v-;^  ^  th^  1°  f 

reation    Mastci    P^^'?,"-""  ^p.^j.- 

that  'h^^,,f-^;J^/rnaillKi  and 

developed     5cr  v^^ 

still  come  withm  the  dl^- 

The  BRA  is  Ico.mg  to^^...-  co 
struction   of   yearly   2(»   umt    ^^_ 

s-rr^^s'iocatm, 

Kosal    before    voung    on 
54Ari  in  November. 


->*' 
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I]  BRA 

BF  A  compendium  of  newspaper 
A  articles,  memoranda  and  cor- 
les  respondence  documenting  com- 
munity participation  in  the 

documenting  community  participati< 
in  the  planning  process, 
Jan.  1972-Feb  1973 


